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SAVE THE SALAMANCA PUBLIC LIBRARYSAVE THE SALAMANCA PUBLIC LIBRARY
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BOCES STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN HANDS-ON TRAINING DAY
Students from the CA BOCES CTE Center at Ellicottville Power Equipment Technology program recently received a day of 
advanced heavy equipment electrical training, conducted by industry representatives from LandPro Equipment, Five Star 
Equipment and SUNY Cobleskill.  Sponsored by SUNY Cobleskill’s Workforce Development Outreach Project, the students 
participated in hands-on training to reinforce electrical fundamentals.  LandPro also donated the use of a new state-of-the-art 
agricultural tractor, “bugged” with faults, which the students had to correctly troubleshoot and identify ... page 07

The #RedInstead MovementThe #RedInstead Movement
Ellicottville Central School to celebrate Autism Acceptance with special activities during the month of AprilEllicottville Central School to celebrate Autism Acceptance with special activities during the month of April

Tail-EndTail-End
of Ski Seasonof Ski Season
Wow, what a winter!  
What began with 
many worries and 
doubts turned into 
a very successful 
season for Holiday 
Valley. Challenges 
abounded, with the 
Canadian border 
being closed (we still 
miss you Canada!) 
and many of our 
loved ones and 
friends being affect-
ed by COVID-19. 

But Holiday Valley 
planned for the best 
and moved forward.  
And now they’re 
winding down the 
season with spring 
rates for lift tickets 
and lodging, plus 
super savings on ski 
passes for next year. 
The driving range 
will be opening 
soon and the Double 
Black Diamond golf 
course is targeted for 
April 10th, weather 
permitting.  Read up 
on what HV has in 
store for spring.

... page 08

Candice Marie Walton

A recent occurrence in Salamanca saw the local library taking a large hit to their 
budget and future funding. Fortunately, one resident by the name of Candice 
Walton has organized a fundraiser to sell custom merchandise, donating pro-
ceeds to the library. So far, she has raised over $500 and looks to the public to 
help grow that number  ... page 04

By Mary Heyl

For more than 30 years, the month of 
April has been dedicated to autism 
awareness, a movement that began 
with the Autism Society’s first annual 
National Autistic Children’s Week 
in April 1972 and grew into Autism 
Awareness Month every April. How-
ever, in recent years, many organiza-
tions have recognized April as Au-
tism Acceptance Month, a shift that 
Ellicottville Central School special 
education teacher Kristin Rocco has 
incorporated in her own classroom.
In Rocco’s words, “The shift from au-
tism awareness to autism acceptance 
is something I only learned about in 
the last year or so. Many are push-
ing for the #RedInstead movement in 
which people wear red in the month of 
April in an effort to bring about accep-
tance over awareness.”

... page 03

Apparel and novelty items including t-shirts, long-sleeves, mugs and 
tumblers with witty sayings can be ordered through Facebook.

Win a Ski Pass to Holiday ValleyWin a Ski Pass to Holiday Valley
Local skateboarders raffling off a season’s pass, MSG gift card, and other Local skateboarders raffling off a season’s pass, MSG gift card, and other 

prizes to raise money for the Ellicottville Skatepark Fundprizes to raise money for the Ellicottville Skatepark Fund
Interested in scoring a combo pass 
to Holiday Valley for next season? 
SK8EVL, a local group of skateboard-
ing advocates, is currently selling raffle 
tickets to raise money for the Ellicot-
tville Skatepark Fund. Also being 
raffled off is a $200 gift card to Mud, 
Sweat n’ Gears, and an 8x12 poster of 
Tony Hawk, signed by the legend him-
self. Tickets are $20 each or three for 
$50, with the drawing April 1st.  

Every dollar raised will be matched by 
The Skatepark Project/Ralph C. Wil-
son Jr. Foundation’s “Built to Play” 
matching grant program and will go 
towards constructing a permanent 
concrete skatepark in Ellicottville. 
SK8EVL has until Nov. 30th of this 
year to raise as much funding as pos-
sible for the match. 

... page 04
@sk8evl

ECS to celebrate Autism Acceptance Month in April

A coffee shop and delivery service recently opened inside 
the school and is run by the special education class.
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BOOK 
YOUR 
INTIMATE 
EVENT 
WITH US.
DOWNTOWN ELLICOTTVILLE

716-699-9143
info@dinas.com
@BanqEVL

You deserve to
treat

yourself
• Massage Therapy •• Massage Therapy •

• Manicures •• Manicures •
• Pedicures •• Pedicures •

• Organic Facials •• Organic Facials •
• HydraFacials •• HydraFacials •

• Eminence Skincare •• Eminence Skincare •6447 Holiday Valley Road • Ellicottville, NY6447 Holiday Valley Road • Ellicottville, NY

Call or book yourCall or book your
appointment online!appointment online!

716-699-8996716-699-8996
www.ellicottvilleoasis.comwww.ellicottvilleoasis.com

26 monroe street • ellicottville, ny 1473126 monroe street • ellicottville, ny 14731

Natures-Remedy.net

716-699-2128 716-699-2128 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 716-699-HERB (4372) 716-699-HERB (4372)   
gretchenmendell@yahoo.com

www.gadogadoellicottville.com
http://gado-gado.shoptiques.com

The 
Latest 

in 
Fashion Trends 

in Women’s 
Clothing & 
Accessories, 

Gifts & 
Home Decor

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...

Unique Style from Around the World!Unique Style from Around the World! Nature’s Remedy
n a t u r a l  f o o d s  m a r k e t  &  h o l i s t i c  w e l l n e s s  c e n t e r

TEXT NATURESREMEDY to 22828
TO JOIN OUR MAILING LIST

@Natures_Remedy

• Herbs • CBD • Vitamins • Homeopathy • Teas • Aromatherapy 
Bath & Body • Detox & Cleansing • Weight Loss • Organic & Gluten Free 

Foods & Produce • Bio Scans • Ionic Detox Foot Spas • Essential Oils
• Massage, Reflexology & Cranial Sacral Therapy • Homeopathic Consultations

Natural Health Classes & Consults by appointment 

MUD, SWEAT N’ GEARS 1/2 PAGE CMYK

SHOP OUR DEMO SKI SALE!

Kristin Rocco stands at the counter of Julie JAM’s Java, located inside the school.
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Publisher’s

PICK
ECS teacher shines a light on ‘Autism Acceptance’

SANDRA GOODE
Lic. Assoc. Broker, Mngr

CAROL THOMAS
Lic. Assoc. Broker

TINA DILLON
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

MATT LARUSCH
Mortgage Consultant

ANDREE McRAE
Lic. Assoc. Broker

JENNIFER GLATZ
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

RICHARD JACKSON
Lic. Assoc. Broker

JAN MCHUGH
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

Howard Hanna 
Real Estate Services

howardhanna.com/Ellicottville

716-699-4695

34 Washington St.
PO Box 1314
Ellicottville, NY 14731

Call a Howard Hanna agent for 
all your Real Estate needs.

HOME HAPPENS HERE.HOME HAPPENS HERE.

FIND OUT FIND OUT 
whatwhat
YOUR HOMEYOUR HOME
is really worth.is really worth.

Richard Jackson
Associate Broker
wnyhomes2@gmail.com
716-801-0967

Andree McRae
Associate Broker
wnyhomes@roadrunner.com
716-499-8839

Serving All of Western New YorkServing All of Western New York

We are HERE!We are HERE!
And we would like YOU And we would like YOU 

to be Here Too!to be Here Too!

Saltwater & Freshwater Fish • Reptiles • Small Animals
Supplies • Tank Maintenance/Cleaning • Live Fishing Bait

Pet Food • Treats • Toys • Cages • Beds • Leashes

4343 South Whalen Road, Great Valley, NY 14741
716-265-2857 • www.evillepets.com

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-5pm | Sat-Sun 10am-3pm

TINA J. DILLON
GRI, Licensed R.E. Salesperson

716-474-5646
thedillonteam@gmail.com

OFFICE: 34 WASHINGTON ST., ELLICOTTVILLE, NY • PHONE: 716-699-4695

WWW.TINADILLON.NET

40 ACRES!
Move out to the country and 

enjoy these 40 open & wooded 
acres w/ frontage on two roads.

MLS#B1322523 ... $88,000

VILLAGE 4 UNIT!
2 apartments in the house & 2 

apartments in the detached barn. 
A great investment opportunity.
MLS#B1322036 ... $480,000

NEW ON THE MARKET!
Spacious & updated 4BR, 2.5BA 
home w/ natural wood flooring 

& trim, front porch & shed.
MLS#B1323624 ... $169,900

34 WASHINGTON STREET, 
ELLICOTTVILLE, NY 14731

Buying or Selling? 
Call or Text 
Tina Dillon today!
C: 716-474-5646

WWW.TINADILLON.NET

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

CUTTING EDGE 
TECHNOLOGY

®

HOURS: 
MON-THURS 4-8PM

FRI-SAT 12-9PM
SUN 12-8PM

For more than 30 years, the month of April has been dedicated to autism awareness, a move-
ment that began with the Autism Society’s first annual National Autistic Children’s Week in 
April 1972 and grew into Autism Awareness Month every April. However, in recent years, 
many organizations have recognized April as Autism Acceptance Month, a shift that Ellicott-
ville Central School special education teacher Kristin Rocco has incorporated in her own 
classroom.

In Rocco’s words, “The shift from autism awareness to autism acceptance is something I only 
learned about in the last year or so. I really dived into having conversations with autistic adults 
about how they feel about the month of April.” 

What Rocco learned surprised her. “What I’ve learned in the last year is that many in the adult 
autistic community really do not resonate with the puzzle piece symbol,” she explained. (The 
rainbow puzzle piece has become a well-known symbol for autism awareness over the past 
few decades.) “It was initially designed in the early 1960s and the initial idea behind it is ‘Until 
all the pieces fit’,” Rocco said. “It implies that there is some kind of a cure or something to be 
figured out about autism, which really isn’t the case.”

This year, like many others involved with the autism community, Rocco and her students are 
moving beyond the idea of autism awareness to autism acceptance, a movement that is sup-
ported by the Autistic Self Advocacy Network (ASAN), a non-profit organization run by and 
for autistic people. Rocco explained, “Many are pushing for the #RedInstead movement in 
which people wear red in the month of April in an effort to bring about acceptance over aware-
ness. Many feel that there’s a lot of awareness now, so let’s move forward with acceptance and 
supporting all neuro types, including neuro divergence.”

Rocco is the first to point out that she was one of the biggest proponents of the puzzle piece 
symbol. “I did activities with it, had shirts with the puzzle piece, you name it!” she said. “I 
still appreciate the history and the importance of the puzzle piece, and there are many people 
who still recognize it. I just recently learned that many prefer the rainbow infinity symbol and 
#RedInstead. I think focusing on acceptance and inclusion is really important now.”

Toward that end, Rocco and her middle/high school special education students are going to be 
creating a display for the Ellicottville Elementary School foyer. Each year during the month of 
April, Rocco plans an activity to recognize autism, and this is her first year using the rainbow 
infinity symbol. Rocco explained, “Each grade level has a different color infinity symbol. I’m 
creating activities for all elementary teachers and their students to talk about inclusion and ac-
ceptance with their students. Each student will write how they are inclusive on their symbol, 
and we’ll be making a giant rainbow infinity display using everyone’s symbol.”

Rocco’s students have also been busy reopening their coffee shop and delivery services, an 
important part of the Life Skills Program, and an operation that was paused when the pan-
demic began last spring. “We started this back up right after the February break,” said Rocco. 
“My students do a coffee cart delivery service at the elementary school, and at the high school 
level, we have an actual coffee shop out of the concession stand that we run once a week called 
Julie JAM’s Java.” 

The coffee service is named in memory of Julie Ann Mendell (“JAM”), the sister of elemen-
tary P.E. teacher Chris Mendell. “Julie was 47 years old when she passed away earlier this year 
due to COVID-19 complications,” Mendell explained. “She was a special needs student, and 
she always liked being included. When she passed, our family thought it would be a great way 
to remember her by contributing to Kristin Rocco’s Special Education Life Skills Program.”

By Mary Heyl

Kristin Rocco stands at the counter of Julie JAM’s Java, located inside the school.

“Autism Acceptance Month” continued page 07
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FUNDRAISING
SK8EVL raising funds for the Ellicottville Skatepark with great prizes

WIN A SKI PASS, BUILD A PARK SAVE THE LIBRARY
Salamanca Library faces budget cut; local resident organizes fundraiser

A recent occurrence in Salamanca, NY saw the local library taking a large hit to their 
budget and future funding. After much deliberation and pleading, the cuts have been 
finalized and will go in effect beginning April 1, 2021. The Salamanca Common Coun-
cil delivered a critical blow to the library … a nearly 20% cut to the library’s budget. 
Fortunately, one resident by the name of Candice Walton has organized a fundraiser to 
sell custom merchandise, donating proceeds to the Salamanca Library. 

While the library was busy mitigating the financial damage, Walton was busy con-
structing an online fundraiser. After contacting library manager Jennifer Stickles to 
confirm a mutual collaboration, Walton started organizing all kinds of fun and sharp-
witted products to sell - items which include but are not limited to t-shirts, long sleeves, 
mugs and tumblers. Utilizing her own Facebook page, sales took off.  Thus far, she has 
collected over $500 for the library.

With the ability to offer custom pre-orders, designing your own shirt or coffee mug 
makes this “fun”draiser FUN! Everything is custom catered to you, the buyer! Ex-
amples of a few reading-related quips that you can have printed on your products are: 
“the book was better”, “bookmarks are for quitters”, or “book nerd”. When you speak 
to Walton to place your custom order, you can choose your item, the color and the de-
sign. Make it your own! 

The best way to place an order is through Candice Marie Walton on Facebook, or 
call her directly at 814-596-3490. You can also stop by the Salamanca Library at your 
leisure and speak to a staff member, who will be happy to take your information and 
relay your order to Walton. 

When asked why, Walton had this to say: “Usually I try to organize one or two fund-
raisers a year, and we know a local library can’t sustain and just make all of that money 
back in a few weeks. Plus, it’s nostalgia; my dad read every night after work. He was 
never without a book in his hand.” 

Furthermore, an optimistic Walton sees the future as bright, stating, “I would love to 
start more [fundraisers]; I know that people are going to wait and see what others buy 
so I hope it’s a snowball effect. I hope other people with initiative see our fundraiser 
and decide to start their own. We need all the help we can get, which is why I really 
appreciate what you guys are doing with this article!” Well Candice Walton, from this 
writer to the Salamanca Library and residents – we appreciate YOU!

In addition to Walton’s fundraiser, the library is also open to accepting donations, 
whether they be materials that staff can add to the collection or put into a book sale, or 
monetary. When making a monetary donation, an individual has the choice of specify-
ing how they would like the library to use their donation. The library has also taken its 
own initiative through manager Jennifer Stickles, attempting to reach out for the aid of 
a Friends of the Library group. We have also been informed that anyone who feels so 
inclined as to become a volunteer for that group or make a donation to the Salamanca 
Library can contact staff to sign up. Reach out to Jennifer Stickles at manager@sala-
mancalibrary.org or by calling 716-945-1890. 

Remember that a picture says a thousand words. Knowledge is power, and with great 
power comes great responsibility. The library is a safe place for everyone and a book 
that resides there may just be your best friend. Whenever we’ve needed them, they have 
been there. Now let’s do our part to make sure we’re there for them.

By elijaH GeorGeELLICOTTVILLE, NY - Interested in scoring a combo pass to Holiday Valley for next 
season? SK8EVL, a local group of skateboarding advocates, is currently selling raffle 
tickets to raise money for the Ellicottville Skatepark Fund. 

Tickets are $20 apiece or three for $50, with the drawing to be held April 1st. 

Also being raffled off is a $200 gift card to Mud, Sweat n’ Gears, and an 8x12 poster of 
Tony Hawk, signed by the legend himself, donated by PandaGoat Media. Every dollar 
raised will be matched by The Skatepark Project/Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation and 
will go towards constructing a permanent concrete skatepark in Ellicottville.

“We are so grateful for the generous donations from Holiday Valley, Mud, Sweat n’ 
Gears and PandaGoat Media,” said Brenda Perks, SK8EVL’s lead advocate. “They’ve 
provided us with three amazing prizes that will help us get closer to our goal of build-
ing a skatepark.  We have a few other surprise items that we’ll be raffling off as well!”

Tickets for the raffle can be purchased at Mud, Sweat n’ Gears’ Ellicottville location, 
Venmo (@Ellicottville-Skatepark), PayPal (ellicottvilleskatepark@gmail.com) or from 
any SK8EVL committee member.  

SK8EVL has until November 30th of this year to raise as much funding as possible for 
the match. Fundraising efforts are being conducted as a result of a grant that Ellicottville 
was awarded by The Skatepark Project’s “Built to Play” program, which assists commu-
nities throughout Western New York in building free, public skateparks. The mission: 
get kids outdoors and active. 

To date, SK8EVL has raised $104,000 towards its $250,000 goal.

SK8EVL established the Ellicottville Skatepark Fund at the Cattaraugus Region Com-
munity Foundation (CRCF) to support the group’s fundraising efforts at the beginning 
of the Ellicottville skatepark project. Along with the upcoming raffle, tax deductible 
donations can also be made directly to the Ellicottville Skatepark Fund at CRCF any-
time at 301 North Union St., Suite 203, Olean, NY 14760 or online at cattfoundation.org.

For more information about the project, go to sk8evl.com

Frank Maduri, owner of Monroe St. Brick & Brew (left) purchases a raffle ticket 
from SK8EVL advocate Trevor Brachmann during Winter Carnival weekend.

A $5,000 Career and Technical Scholarship is being offered by the Rotary Club of 
Ellicottville and may be awarded to a member of the senior class that resides within 
the boundaries of the Ellicottville School District.  The student must be accepted into 
a program at a technical school or community college. Application deadline for the 
Technical Education Scholarship is April 1, 2021.  

The Rotary Club of Ellicottville is also offering several $500 scholarships to graduat-
ing ECS seniors enrolled in an accredited program of higher education.  Application 
deadline for these Rotary Scholarships is May 14, 2021.

Applications for both scholarships can be found at www.ellicottvillerotary.com

ROTARY SCHOLARSHIPS
$5,000 vocational scholarship and several $500 scholarships available

@sk8evl

Candice Marie Walton
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6084 Rte. 219 @ Holiday Valley Rd.

Ellicottville, NY 14731

holidayvalley.com/realty
GET DETAILS ON EVERY HOME

                         
                   IN OUR AREA

reNTALS: 716-699-2912  

sales: 716-699-2000

LET ONE OF OUR               AGENTS 

          FIND THE RIGHT HOME FOR YOU!

Judy Gross
Assoc. Broker
716-378-7737

Joe Eysaman
Lic. Agent

716-378-7079

Louise Oeffling
Lic. Agent

716-307-4353

Joany Bund, GRI 

Assoc. Broker, Sales 

Mgr. 716-969-2156

Tara Bowen
Tamarack Resales

716-699-7003

Shanell Kiersz
Rental Manager

716-699-2912

Fred Graham
Lic. Agent

814-598-1322

Julie Filipowicz
Lic. Agent

716-864-7196

Your         to Ellicottville
Your         to Ellicottville

Daily wine 
Tasting

Small 
Plates 

wine by  
the glass

WINERYOFELLICOT T VILLE.COM 

14 MONROE STREET, ELLICOTTVILLE, NY

716.699.1055

•    •    •    •    •    •    •

15 Washington Street     Downtown Ellicottville
                         716.699.5330     www.dinas.com

Upscale American Cuisine
Made-to-Order

Local, Fresh Ingredients
Homemade Cookies, Pies and other Sweet Endings

Experience the comforting atmosphere of Dina’s.
BREAKFAST  |  LUNCH  |  DINNER

PIZZA | WINGS | HEROES | SALADS | FISH FRYS
HOMEMADE FUDGE | CHOCOLATES | GIFTS

OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK
Sunday - Thursday 11:00am - 9:00pm
Friday - Saturday 11:00am - 10:00pm

219 BROAD STREET | SALAMANCA | PLENTY OF PARKING!
WWW.MARINOS219.PIZZA | 716-945-5000

15 minutes south of Ellicottville • 10 minutes from Allegany State Park
1 mile off I-86 Expressway

ANY LARGE PIZZA

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

&
 I

c
e

 C
r

e
a

m $2.00 OFF COUPON
expires 4/1/21

Check out the latest creations 
from local artist: Greg Culver.

Buffalo League Apparel, stickers 
and novelties now available online.

THANK YOU FOR THE SUPPORT!

WWW.BUFFALOLEAGUE.COM

OUTDOOR DECALS

5 x 3 Ad.indd   15 x 3 Ad.indd   1 3/9/2021   11:08:36 AM3/9/2021   11:08:36 AM

Featuring Steaks, Featuring Steaks, 
Seafood & Seafood & 

Pasta Entrees.Pasta Entrees.

ThursdayThursday
 Date Night: Date Night:

Two can dine for Two can dine for 
$46. Find the $46. Find the 

Date Night MenuDate Night Menu
on our website.on our website.

HOURS: Open Wednesday / Thursday / Friday / Saturday
Bar opens at 4:30pm / Dinner starts at 5:00pm

23 Hughey Alley • Ellicottville, NY 14731
716-699-4672 • www.thesilverfoxrestaurant.com

MUST WEAR A MASK WHEN NOT SEATED AT TABLE MENU

For specials & promotions:                @themadcrazybatterllc

The Mad Crazy Batter

Bakery
Handcrafted desserts including pies, 

cinnamon rolls, donuts, cakes, cookies and 
more to satisfy your sweet tooth!

CUSTOM ORDERS
FOR EVERY HOLIDAY & OCCASION

4915 ROUTE 219  |  GREAT VALLEY, NY

716-265-8585
themadbatter4915@yahoo.com
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JUMP INTO
SPRING
SKIING!

Warm sunshine, soft snow, spring moguls

AND SPRING RATES!AND SPRING RATES!
HOLIDAY VALLEY RESORT | ELLICOTTVILLE, NY | HOLIDAYVALLEY.COM | 716-699-2345

Caitlin
CROFT

716-440-7933
relaxedrealtorevl@gmail.com

CaitlinCroft.KW.com

#relaxedrealtor #discoverthemagic

12 Monroe Street
Ellicottville
NY 14731

BUY & SELL REAL ESTATE...THE RELAXED WAY

Licensed R.E. Salesperson

curated clothing & footwear for men, women & children

blanket room featuring Pendleton

716-699-2293  |  daffevl.com
17 Washington Street  |  Downtown Ellicottville, NY

Product Spotlight:

Planting season is upon us with the arrival of spring. Pick up a pair of 
your favorite overalls by Kavu to inspire the season ahead!

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!SPRING HAS SPRUNG!
Jonny Barlow, Licensed Barber

716-572-3321 • jonnybarber.biz

Jonny
Barber Shop

13 BRISTOL LANE
(next to the bowling alley)

ELLICOTTVILLE, NEW YORK

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED
• Tuesday - Friday 9am-5pm
• Saturday 9am-12pm
• Follow me on Facebook!

Regular 
HOURS 

LIFT YOUR STYLE!

15 YEARS KEEPIN' EVL SHARP!

RENEW YOUR MIND • BODY • SOUL

Anew Beginning
Massage & Spa

MASSAGEMASSAGE
REFLEXOLOGYREFLEXOLOGY
FACIALSFACIALS
WRAPSWRAPS
SPECIALSSPECIALS
VIEW ALL SERVICES VIEW ALL SERVICES 
ON OUR WEBSITEON OUR WEBSITE

www.AnewBeginningNY.com

9 MONROE ST. • ELLICOTTVILLE, NY9 MONROE ST. • ELLICOTTVILLE, NY
716-699-2508716-699-2508

5 MONROE ST. ,  ELLICOTTVILLE, NY5 MONROE ST. ,  ELLICOTTVILLE, NY

716-699-2054716-699-2054

OFFICIAL SUPPLIER

FULL SERVICE SKI SHOP

SKI SHOP

OPEN YEAR ROUNDOPEN YEAR ROUND

INVENTORYINVENTORY
REDUCTIONREDUCTION SALESALE
NOW IN PROGRESSNOW IN PROGRESS

INSIDE THE CLASSROOM
Kristen Hintz Memorial Scholarship available to ECS seniors

KINDNESS AND PERSEVERANCE

OLEAN, NY - While school districts continue to adapt to a hybrid model of in-person 
and distance learning and work to meet the ever-changing education needs of students, the 
Wolfinger Family Fund at the Cattaraugus Region Community Foundation is making pos-
sible $2,000 in support for the Ellicottville, Smethport (PA) and Coudersport (PA) school 
districts.

Harold “Sandy” and Connie Wolfinger of Haskell Road established the Wolfinger Family 
Fund in 2019 to support educational programs, activities and/or equipment purchases at 
several school districts with an annual grant to each district every year. Their donor advised 
fund also will be supporting other charitable causes in the future.

The Wolfingers structured the fund with the intention of having a lasting impact for many 
students by supporting projects in the awarded districts rather than by making one-time 
awards to individual students.

These three school districts – Ellicottville, Smethport and Coudersport – all have ties to 
the Wolfinger family. Sandy and Connie’s children and grandchildren have attended each 
school. 

A $1,000 grant to the Smethport School District will support the purchase of new, reusable 
smart notebooks for Smethport 4th graders and a CPR training project that was cancelled 
due to the outbreak of COVID-19 and school closures in 2020.

Rocketbook notebooks allow students to utilize handwriting rather than only typing for 
note-taking and homework, which has been proven to boost cognitive function and reten-

OLEAN, NY - Kristen Hintz is remembered at Ellicottville Central School. 

It is hard to forget someone like her - someone who was a leader at the top of her class 
and a leader on the field.  The Ellicottville women’s soccer team won state champion-
ships in 1998 and 1999, her sophomore and junior year. She was named the team MVP 
and received state honors in those years. She was also the president of her class from 
her seventh grade year to her senior year. She also dedicated herself to community vol-
unteering.

Kristen Hintz was a senior at Ellicottville Central School when her life was tragically 
cut short by an automobile accident in 2000. Her memory lives on through a scholarship 
to help send Ellicottville graduates on to college.

Applications for the Kristen Hintz Memorial Scholarship are now being accepted. The 
scholarship (two awarded for $1,000 each) is available to an Ellicottville student or stu-
dents who demonstrate qualities of kindness and perseverance. Students must include an 
essay describing how they embody these characteristics. Students can apply at cattfoun-
dation.org/apply-for-scholarships. Applications are due by April 1st.

For additional information about this and other scholarships available through the 
Cattaraugus Region Community Foundation, please contact CRCF at 716-301-CRCF 
(2723) or email foundation@cattfoundation.org. Donations to the Kristen Hintz Memo-
rial Fund can be made at CRCF, 301 North Union St., Suite 203, Olean, NY 14760, or 
online at cattfoundation.org.
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“Wolfinger Family Fund ” continued page 08

INSIDE THE CLASSROOM
Kristen Hintz Memorial Scholarship available to ECS seniors

KINDNESS AND PERSEVERANCE HANDS-ON TRAINING
BOCES students receive advanced instruction through college, local partners

ELLICOTTVILLE, NY - Students from the CA BOCES CTE Center at Ellicottville 
Power Equipment Technology program recently received a day of advanced heavy 
equipment electrical training.  

Sponsored by SUNY Cobleskill’s Workforce Development Outreach Project, the stu-
dents participated in hands-on training to reinforce electrical fundamentals.  Some of 
the training included using telemetrics to transmit machine data, laptop computer ma-
chine diagnostics, basis electrical component testing and module / controller interfacing. 

Industry representatives from LandPro Equipment, Five Star Equipment and SUNY 
Cobleskill conducted the training. LandPro Equipment also donated the use of a new 
state-of-the-art agricultural tractor for the day. This tractor was “bugged” with faults, 
which the students had to correctly troubleshoot and identify. 

The main goal of the SUNY Cobleskill Workforce Development Outreach Project is 
to foster and build connections between students, educators, and industry.  The driving 
force behind this project is to educate and encourage young adults to enter the agricul-
tural / construction equipment repair fields, as a shortage currently exists and is pro-
jected to increase in the near future.

As the regional leader in education services, CA BOCES offers state-of-the-art programs 
for learners of all ages and abilities as well as cost-effective shared services for 22 com-
ponent school districts. CA BOCES empowers students to achieve their maximum po-
tential by offering a wide variety of innovative programs and support that include special 
education, career and technical education, adult and continuing education, technology 
support, and instructional support services. To learn more, visit www.caboces.org.

OLEAN, NY - While school districts continue to adapt to a hybrid model of in-person 
and distance learning and work to meet the ever-changing education needs of students, the 
Wolfinger Family Fund at the Cattaraugus Region Community Foundation is making pos-
sible $2,000 in support for the Ellicottville, Smethport (PA) and Coudersport (PA) school 
districts.

Harold “Sandy” and Connie Wolfinger of Haskell Road established the Wolfinger Family 
Fund in 2019 to support educational programs, activities and/or equipment purchases at 
several school districts with an annual grant to each district every year. Their donor advised 
fund also will be supporting other charitable causes in the future.

The Wolfingers structured the fund with the intention of having a lasting impact for many 
students by supporting projects in the awarded districts rather than by making one-time 
awards to individual students.

These three school districts – Ellicottville, Smethport and Coudersport – all have ties to 
the Wolfinger family. Sandy and Connie’s children and grandchildren have attended each 
school. 

A $1,000 grant to the Smethport School District will support the purchase of new, reusable 
smart notebooks for Smethport 4th graders and a CPR training project that was cancelled 
due to the outbreak of COVID-19 and school closures in 2020.

Rocketbook notebooks allow students to utilize handwriting rather than only typing for 
note-taking and homework, which has been proven to boost cognitive function and reten-

OLEAN, NY - Kristen Hintz is remembered at Ellicottville Central School. 

It is hard to forget someone like her - someone who was a leader at the top of her class 
and a leader on the field.  The Ellicottville women’s soccer team won state champion-
ships in 1998 and 1999, her sophomore and junior year. She was named the team MVP 
and received state honors in those years. She was also the president of her class from 
her seventh grade year to her senior year. She also dedicated herself to community vol-
unteering.

Kristen Hintz was a senior at Ellicottville Central School when her life was tragically 
cut short by an automobile accident in 2000. Her memory lives on through a scholarship 
to help send Ellicottville graduates on to college.

Applications for the Kristen Hintz Memorial Scholarship are now being accepted. The 
scholarship (two awarded for $1,000 each) is available to an Ellicottville student or stu-
dents who demonstrate qualities of kindness and perseverance. Students must include an 
essay describing how they embody these characteristics. Students can apply at cattfoun-
dation.org/apply-for-scholarships. Applications are due by April 1st.

For additional information about this and other scholarships available through the 
Cattaraugus Region Community Foundation, please contact CRCF at 716-301-CRCF 
(2723) or email foundation@cattfoundation.org. Donations to the Kristen Hintz Memo-
rial Fund can be made at CRCF, 301 North Union St., Suite 203, Olean, NY 14760, or 
online at cattfoundation.org.

Wolfinger Fund supports school districts in Ellicottville, Coudersport, Smethport
AUTISM ACCEPTANCE MONTH

cont. from page 03

@c.a.boces

@cattfoundation

In lieu of flowers, memorials were made to Rocco’s Life Skills Program at ECS. “Our 
wish is for Kristin to use the money in any way she sees fit, whether it’s supplies for her 
students, field trips, special activities, or the coffee cart,” said Mendell. “Our family really 
wanted to do something for this program, so we purchased a stainless steel cart that we’re 
in the process of customizing for Julie JAM’s Java.” 

Mendell thanks everyone who made donations to the program in memory of his sister. 
“The donations were just unbelievable,” said Mendell. “We’re so grateful to everyone and 
to Kristin Rocco, because without her, this kind of program wouldn’t be possible. When 
my sister was in school, special education isn’t like what it is now, and we want these 
students to be able to experience what my sister couldn’t.”

Donations in memory of Julie Mendell are still being accepted, said Mendell. Checks 
payable to Ellicottville PTO - Julie JAM’s Java Cart can be sent to Ellicottville Central 
School, 5873 Route 219, Ellicottville, NY 14731.

Despite the challenges posed by the pandemic, Rocco has been pleased to teach her stu-
dents in person and to share the importance of acceptance for individuals of all abilities, 
in April and all year long. “We’re trying to focus on the idea of inclusion and acceptance 
by really talking to students about what that means and what that looks like,” said Rocco. 
“I think the important thing to understand with any student is to include everybody. I 
think our school does a great job of making sure everyone is included. My classroom gets 
invited to everything - it’s so important to not just preach about inclusion, but to model it.”
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tion for students at a time when many students are facing the challenge of working both in 
the classroom and at home, according to Angela Lapp, a 4th grade teacher in the Smethport 
School District. 

“My class of 20 students would all greatly benefit from the addition of Rocketbook to our 
everyday learning activities and assignments,” said Lapp. “Rocketbook would ultimately pro-
vide students with a traditional method of learning, while meeting the needs of technology 
today.”

$500 of the $1,000 grant for Smethport will support the purchase of the Rocketbook tech-
nology; the other $500, remaining from the fund’s allotted grant for 2020, will support the 
purchase of mannequins for CPR training for staff and students.

The $500 grant to the Coudersport district will support the purchase of two new iPads for 
the district’s STEM lab classroom. The iPads will also be utilized as part of the district’s 
live streaming and broadcast audio programs, both of which are student-run, according to 
Theresa Daniels, a Coudersport teacher. The STEM/Smart lab serves students from grades 
7-12, said Daniels. 

According to Daniels, the STEM lab serves an important function for middle and high school 
students. “We push our students to explore all that technology has to offer because our com-
munity, although rural, has an impressive network infrastructure that makes the potential for 
STEM-based jobs in the future a reality,” she said.

The $500 grant at Ellicottville Central School will also be used to purchase iPads for student 
use in the district. The district has seen an increase in demand for technology like iPads to 
enable more distance learning in the last year. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Ellicottville Central School took on the goal to place at 
least one iPad in the house of each family that has elementary aged children attending school, 
requiring the purchase of approximately 175 iPads in addition to the district’s inventory, ac-
cording to Ellicottville Superintendent Robert Miller.

The $500 grant from the Wolfinger Family Fund in 2020 supported the purchase of iPads 
as well. The Community Fund at CRCF also provided a $2,500 grant to fund the purchase 

WOLFINGER FAMILY FUND
cont. from page 07

Wow, what a winter!  What began with many worries and doubts turned into a very suc-
cessful season for Holiday Valley. Challenges abounded, with the Canadian border being 
closed (we still miss you Canada!) and many of our loved ones and friends being affected by 
COVID-19. But we planned for the best and moved forward. Once New York State released 
the Ski Area Operating Requirements in November, it was a huge sigh of relief that as long 
as Holiday Valley, our employees and our guests complied with the regulations, we were able 
to open the slopes for skiing and riding. Turns out that lots of people felt safe being outdoors 
and skiing and snowboarding were activities that appealed not only to our core group, but to 
many new participants and those who had given up the sport. 

And now we’re winding down the season with spring rates for lift tickets and lodging. A 
little education about spring skiing … on warm sunny days when it gets into the 40’s or 50’s, 
the snow gets soft during the day, then it stiffens up quickly as the sun goes down. We try to 
time the end of night skiing with the warm-up. Spring is upon us now and as of March 21st, 
night skiing has ended. The week of March 22nd is “Twilight skiing” where most lifts close 
at 4:30pm, except for Cindy’s and Sunrise that remain open until 7:00pm. Next week, all lifts 
will close at 4:30pm. 

There’s an art to spring skiing that depends on the temperature. If it drops to the lower 30’s at 
night and the snow stiffens, the groomers can get out and work their magic. If it’s still cold as 
the lifts open, the snow will have set up due to evaporative cooling, so bring out your narrow 
waisted skis and start on the slopes that face east, like Morning Star, Cross Cut and Mardi 
Gras. Follow the sun to Eagle, Cindy’s and Sunrise, then save the Yodeler face for mid-day. 
As the day gets warmer, the snow will soften quite a bit and that’s when to bring out the fat 
skis for some surfin’ fun. Afternoons are for those big soft bumps, followed by tailgating in 
the parking lot! 

Now is the time to purchase your season pass for next year, as the prices are as low as they’ll 
go until April 30th and a fee-free installment plan is available. Classic Passes, including un-
limited days, nights or days and nights are on sale now. Season-long programs like Rangers, 
Eagles, Race, Freestyle and Snowboard Teams and Masters are also at the early rate. If you’re 
a new passholder and you’re paid in full, you can ski free the remainder of this season. Classic 
Passholders who refer a new Passholder receive a $50 gift card, or a $100 gift card for a new 
family. Ultimate Passes, including the White Pass, Flex Pass, Ultimate Sunday and Ultimate 
Select options are also on sale now and also offer the installment plan. You can find more 
information and purchase any of these passes and programs at holidayvalley.com, or stop in 
the Customer Service office.

The driving range will be opening soon and the Double Black Diamond golf course is tar-
geted for April 10th, weather permitting. The front nine is snow-free, and the crews will be 
working their magic soon to clean up and green up the course. Sky High Adventure Park is 
still a bit snowy, but there’s lots of prep work to be done in advance of the May 7th planned 
opening date for the Adventure Park, May 21st for the Sky Flyer Mountain Coaster, and May 
22nd for Spruce Lake Chairlift rides … this year with lift-serviced mountain biking! For 
details go to holidayvalley.com/skyhigh. The Holiday Valley pools are scheduled to start 
weekend operations on May 29th and will be open daily starting June 14th.

Now is a great time to check out the Holiday Valley summer jobs available at holidayvalley.
com/jobs. We’re currently hiring Sky High Park Monitors, Harness Shop staff, Mountain 
Coaster Staff and chairlift operators and also lifeguards for the pools.

The new High Speed Yodeler Quad project will be underway starting in April. The old lift 
has been sold to Catamount Ski Area in eastern New York and the new lift has been pur-
chased from Doppelmayr USA. Watch the construction progress at holidayvalley.com

of iPads in the district. 

“It has been a year since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, but the reality is that 
school districts continue to face challenging circumstances to safely provide instruction to 
students,” said CRCF Executive Director Karen Niemic Buchheit. “It is a credit to the fore-
sight of the Wolfingers that a fund like this exists to help close the gaps in needs for area 
schools. It is a critical time for educational institutions as they work to ensure that the students 
of today receive a quality education despite all of the challenges the pandemic has posed.”

Donations can be made to the Wolfinger Family Fund at CRCF, 301 North Union St., Suite 
203, Olean, NY 14760, or online at cattfoundation.org.

Established in 1994, CRCF is growing good by connecting donors to the causes they care 
about most in the region. Grants from the foundation support many areas including educa-
tion, scholarships, healthcare, the arts, community development, human service, and youth 
development. To learn more, call 716-301-CRCF (2723), email foundation@cattfoundation.
org, or visit online at www.cattfoundation.org. CRCF is also on Facebook (facebook.com/
cattfoundation) and Twitter (@CattFoundation).

RESORT NEWS
By jane esHBauGH, MarketinG Director, HoliDay Valley resort

Holiday Valley celebrates the tail-end of ski season with spring conditions; readies for golf, Sky High

@holidayvalley
@baroness_abcinema

Spring skiing and Chutefest ... two of our favorite things.
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HOME. AUTO. BUSINESS. LIFE.

Sean D. Cornelius, President Sean D. Cornelius, President 
An Independent Insurance Agency

Licensed in NY, PA and OH

Western New York’s most trusted insurance agency with over 60 years experience. We also offer seasonal home and air bnb coverage.Western New York’s most trusted insurance agency with over 60 years experience. We also offer seasonal home and air bnb coverage.

ELLICOTTVILLE | ORCHARD PARK | BATAVIA | RANDOLPHELLICOTTVILLE | ORCHARD PARK | BATAVIA | RANDOLPH
Offices in:

ELLICOTTVILLE’S INSURANCE AGENCYELLICOTTVILLE’S INSURANCE AGENCY

WEED ROSS GROUP

4 Monroe St. | PO Box 1708 | Ellicottville, NY | Phone: 716-699-2388 | Fax: 716-699-5358

weedross.com

12 Washington St., Ellicottville, NY 14731

 Cathleen Pritchard & Melanie Pritchard
Associate Real Estate Brokers
ERA Team VP Real Estate & HoliMont Realty
info@teampritchard.com

www.TeamPritchard.com 

Team Pritchard
Selling the Ellicottville Lifestyle!

Cathy: (716) 983-4234
Melanie: (716) 480-8409

6911 Ridge Road.  $679,900 
Gorgeous home! 2 mins.from

the slopes.Gotta see the inside!
4 bdrm 4.1 bath 4,244 sq ft

11 Elk Creek    $599,900 
Beautifully updated home!  So

close to the Village!
6 bdrm 4 bath  1,842 sq ft

5 Sundance  $569,000
Wonderful home minutes from

the Village!  Great area!
5 bdrm 3 bath  2376 sq ft

2 Four Wheel   $825,000 
Beautiful inside and out! Ski

ready and close to town!
4 bdrm 3 bath 4,400 sq ft

142 Center Street  $325,000 
 Commercial zone and a great

business opportunity!
2 homes on 1.6 acres

6876 Leslie Road.  $709,000
Gorgeous home! 2 mins. from

the slopes. Amazing views!
4 bdrm 3 bath 2,731 sq ft

9 Dublin Meadows.  $425,000
So close to slopes and the 

Village.  Welcome home here!
3 bdrm 2 bath 1779 sq ft 

24 Holimont   $596,500 
So many updates in this huge

home! Walk to the slopes.
4 bdrm 3.1 bath 2,541 sq ft

2 Summit $540,000 (5 acres)
Breaking ground on dream
homes.(off of Poverty Hill)
5 bdrm 4 bath  2850 sq ft

New Listing!

Sale Pending!

2 Summit $585,000 (7 acres)
Breaking ground on dream
homes.(off of Poverty Hill)
5 bdrm 4 bath  2850 sq ft

To Be Built

New Listing!

New Listing!Price Drop!

New Listing!

RESORT NEWS
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55 Bristol Lane, Ellicottville 
716-698-1198

Locally owned with over 16 years of 
personal training experience!

Customized, one-on-one programs 
in our private studio.

YOUBuild a Healthier

Bulk herbs, teas, nuts + snacks • Authentic Essential Oils
All natural bath + body products • Health + Wellness Books

SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT:
Physical & Emotional Health consults • Detox Foot Spas • Massage Therapy

Reiki Energy Work • Education + classes

716-484-0477 • 1465 FOOTE AVE. EXT., JAMESTOWN, NY 14701
herbshop1465@gmail.com
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11 MARTHA STREET, EVL 
699-BIKE

Monday Shop Ride
Meet at the shop 6pm sharp

BICYCLES AND BURRITOS!
Bicycle Sales and Service

Specialized Dealer
Tuning the E’ville Bike Scene 

Since 1995!
Preposterously Tasty Burritos!

Reflections
Hair DesignHair Design

A Full Service 
Paul Mitchell 

Salon

(716)699-8757

 39 Mill Street, E
llicottville, NY

 39 Mill Street, E
llicottville, NY

Cuts • Color • Perm
Cuts • Color • Perm

        Manicure • Pedicure

        Manicure • Pedicure

              
     Shellac • Waxing

              
     Shellac • Waxing

Open Monday: 10am-5pm 
tuesday-thursday: 11am-5pm

friday-sunday: 10am-9pm

ThePurpleDoorknob.com

NEW LOCATION!
11 Washington St.

Downtown Ellicottville

Washington Square H Ellicottville, NY H 716.699.8860
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK for breakfast • lunch • good company!H HH

H H
H

H
H

H

H the hot spot for breakfast 
H specialty coffees & drinks
H daily lunch specials 
H homemade soups & chili 

Come dine
at our 2nd location 
KATY’S FLY-IN 

Route 219, 
Great Valley, NY 
Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner 

DOWNTOWN ELLICOTTVILLE

On the run?  Try one of our breakfast creations 
or delicious lunch combos TO-GO!H

H H
H

H

SALT CAVE THERAPY | BODY SALT GLOWS | RELAXING MASSAGE
WARM SALT STONE FOOT MASSAGE | LEMONGRASS FOOT SCRUB

Experience the healing power of 
nature as you relax in New York’s first 

authentic European Salt Cave.

32 W. WASHINGTON STREET •  ELLICOTTVILLE, NY • 716-699-2068
ellicottvillesaltcave.com • shop.ellicottvillesaltcave

BOAT AND CAMPER BOAT AND CAMPER 
CLEAN-OUTSCLEAN-OUTS

Follow us on 
Facebook!

APRIL 1ST - MAY 31STAPRIL 1ST - MAY 31ST
LIMITED APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLELIMITED APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

Call Now!
585-435-7158585-435-7158

BEFOREBEFORE AFTERAFTER

BEFOREBEFORE AFTERAFTER

weekly
deliveries of

FRESH HARVESTS, DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR

Learn more about 
 our Subscription 
options:

.com

micro greens, lettuces 
                   and herbs

get

Village Board: Ellicottville looks forward to 2021 events; Cappelli steps away as Village Trustee
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By ellicottVillenoW

The COVID-19 Vaccination in Cattaraugus County - Part Two

MEETING NOTES
By caitlin croft

Village Board: Ellicottville looks forward to 2021 events; Cappelli steps away as Village Trustee

After a full year of battling a pandemic, people in our area have many questions about 
the future and returning to some sort of “normal”.  What about Fall Fest? Our summer 
concerts? Still wearing masks?  Brian McFadden, executive director of the Ellicottville 
Chamber of Commerce, is very hopeful about the events planned in Ellicottville this year.

“We’ll take it one step at a time and not get too far ahead of ourselves,” said McFadden.  
“We have a good feeling about our July 4th concerts. Using Holiday Valley’s golf course 
gives us a lot of opportunity to spread things out, but I am sure there will be adjustments 
from previous years. Smaller events like our Gazebo series will begin July 1st and con-
tinue Thursday nights into August. Keep checking our website, ellicottvilleny.com for 
updates.”

To further explore some of the public’s concerns, we reconnected with Cattaraugus Coun-
ty Director of Health, Dr. Kevin Watkins, who graciously took time out to answer a few 
of our questions.

eNOW:eNOW: For those who have had COVID-19, does that mean they are in the clear going 
forward? 
Dr. WATKINS:Dr. WATKINS: Having Covid does not mean, and I will repeat, it does not make you invin-
cible or it does not protect you from getting reinfected by COVID-19. Studies have shown 
that after a person has been infected within the past 90 days, that reinfection is very low 
but it does not mean that it is nil.

eNOW:eNOW: What would you like to say to the entire community about the losses we’ve faced 
locally because of COVID-19? 
Dr. WATKINS:Dr. WATKINS: So far we have lost 81 residents to COVID-19 and we extend our deepest 
condolences to those families who had to experience these losses. COVID-19 is nothing 
to play with; it has really taken its toll on the residents here in Cattaraugus County.

eNOW:eNOW: What is the message you’d like to send to the people of Ellicottville including 
bars and restaurants about masks and being vigilant?
Dr. WATKINS:Dr. WATKINS: Ellicottville is really a socialite of community where right now, outdoor 
sports seems to be where everyone really likes to be because there is a large number of 
individuals interested in participating in those outdoor sports. I still want them to remem-
ber that we still have COVID-19 prevalence within that community as well and that face 
coverings will and should be a requirement of any facility. We’d like anyone visiting the 
area to continue to wear their face mask or face coverings. And because a number of those 
visitors could be from parts of different states, we just want them to know that if there 
is an outbreak, it would really lead to a large amount of investigation on our part. So it 
would really help us if they would practice those public health measures and help keep 
everyone safe.

eNOW:eNOW: Talk about some of the variants of the virus that have now come into Western 
New York.

Dr. WATKINS:Dr. WATKINS: These variants that we’re seeing - one in the UK, one in South Africa and 
the other one in Brazil or South America - what we do know about these variants is that 
they are highly contagious - up to 50 to 70% more contagious than the COVID-19 that 
we are dealing with currently. These variants have been identified in New York State, as 
close as Allegany County and in Niagara County. Again, these variants are a lot more 
contagious. One person with one of these variants can infect a lot more people than, say, 
the COVID-19 that we are currently experiencing here. So we still have to be very careful.

eNOW:eNOW: What will the region be like when we hit summer?  What will happen to Fall 
Fest, our concerts, the outdoor village gazebo concerts and, in general, get-togethers over 
the summer and fall?
Dr. WATKINS:Dr. WATKINS: This is just being hopeful that we will start to receive more doses of vac-
cine we can get a number of New Yorkers vaccinated and then that would allow for such 
activities at this particular time. We will have to maintain the strict executive orders that 
come from New York State. For those type of concerts and things we have participated 
in ... in the summer I know last year we had to cancel quite a few events. I’m hopeful that 
this year we might be able to put a few on, but it might still require some social distance 
and the number of individuals that will be allowed to attend.

Hopeful news as we get closer to warmer weather, getting outside and enjoying all Ellicott-
ville has to offer. Check out the Ellicottville Chamber of Commerce website for the very lat-
est on the planned 2021 events: www.ellicottvilleny.com. You can hear the full audio version 
of this interview with Dr. Watkins on our website: www.ellicottvilleNOW.com.

The March meeting of the Ellicottville Village Board opened with two pieces of good 
news. Two checks were received: the first a refund check from Workers Compensation 
totaling $10,841.99. The second, from the Cattaraugus County sales tax distribution in the 
amount of $119,061.39.

There was a motion to approve the minutes with minor corrections; a motion to approve 
the financial report; and a motion to pay the bills with minor budget modifications; a sec-
ond and ayes carried on all accounts.

MAYOR’S REPORT: A budget workshop was set for March 22nd and there was an ap-
proval to set a public hearing on next year’s budget. The public hearing will be April 13th 
at 6:00pm. For the new dump truck, Mayor Burrell proposed financing with Key Govern-
ment Finance (KGF) over five years at a rate of 3.38%. KGF financed the purchase of the 
sidewalk plow three years ago. There was a motion to accept the proposal.

PLANNER’S REPORT: GObike Buffalo has completed a feasibility study to connect 
75+ miles of bikeable trail from Lackawanna to the Genesee Valley. Part of this trail 
would use the EVGV trail that is currently in the building process. Now that GObike 
Buffalo is ready to do a preliminary design, Planner Gary Palumbo would like to stay 
connected to the project. This would allow Ellicottville to have direct input on the design 
aspects of the trail. The Mayor appointed Trustees Doug Bush and Sean Lowes to work 
with the Village Planner on the matter. 

ENGINEER’S REPORT: There has been an increase in volume of work, and the Town/
Village Engineer proposed the Board explore options for either an Assistant Engineer or 

Intern to help with some of the CAD/design workload. The Board approved his request to 
investigate options.

PARKS: Trustee Lowes advised the dog park is thawing out and that he would like to see 
some gravel put in preemptively before it’s mud. The request was heard with no official 
outcome.

SPECIAL EVENTS: Trustee Bush met with Brian McFadden of the Chamber regard-
ing upcoming events. The Chamber will take on two events to start: the Summer Music 
Festival at Holiday Valley July 2nd-4th and the Jazz & Blues Weekend July 23rd-25th. 
Bush stated that everything is predicated on NYS COVID limitations and the Chamber 
will work within guidelines as they progress. 

REFUSE: The new refuse law requires all garbage to be put in totes and most seem to be 
following. The Board voted to discontinue garbage collection for commercial businesses 
(4-6 total) in the Village. This will begin April 1, 2021.

The meeting was adjourned with a giant thank you to Trustee Greg Cappelli as he is 
stepping away from his role on the Village Board. With last week’s election the two new 
Board members will assume their duties on April 5th. Cappelli has given so much time 
and dedication to the Village and greater Ellicottville area and will be greatly missed. 

The next regular meeting of the Ellicottville Village Board will be held Tuesday, April, 
20, 2021 at 6:00pm via teleconference.  To join Village meetings by phone, please call 
716-832-8330 and use passcode 5324670
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HEALTH & FITNESS

By laura WiDGer, lcsW

Inner Peace and Strength: Let Us Practice Empathy 

What is empathy really? Is it a feeling? Is it an act or behavior? Can you see it or touch it? Have 
you heard the word or phrase but seem puzzled by what it truly is? Well … you turned the 
right page and zoomed in on the column that will attempt to clarify empathy’s complexities. 

Empathy in its truest form is a person’s innate ability to understand or comprehend the feel-
ings of another. Having empathy involves the capability to sense or know exactly what another 
person is experiencing emotionally, in addition to, imagining or sensing what another might 
be thinking or feeling. I envision empathy as a heart string with one person’s heart attached to 
another by means of an invisible string of connection and emotional knowing. 

Human’s ability to have empathy instinctively ranges on a continuum from having no concept 
of empathy to living life in a constant state of empathic attunement.  Empathy can not be 
counterfeited or forged. However, I am of the belief that empathic perception can be learned 
and enhanced with awareness and practice. 

What if we view empathy as a developing muscle? With that outlook, let us begin with a spot-
light on the empathy continuum, specifically, on those who struggle with empathy. For those 
of us who can relate, how about we think of developing empathy in the same sense as setting 
an intention to develop a bicep muscle. What is needed is hard work, time, focus, energy, and 
practice or “reps.” For those who live in a continual state of empathic attunement, perhaps a 
change-up of the workout routine is necessary. For example, pace, slowing down movements 
or thoughts, and catching the automatic empathic responses are perhaps what is in order. Now, 

how about we break down ways to develop, enhance, or pace our empathic abilities. 

In flexing our empathy muscles conceivably, we can stretch for these 5 things: listen actively, 
explore differences, stay out of judgement, put yourself in someone else’s shoes, and commu-
nicate your understanding of what someone else is going through.  

LISTEN ACTIVELY: Jamil Zaki, a professor of psychology at Stanford University describes 
the practice of listening actively as “reformulating the message to the person who just said it. 
For example, try actively listening to the store cashier. Observe the nonverbal cues. The key is 
to focus on the intended meaning and feelings of the person you are interacting with.” 

EXPLORE DIFFERENCES: Zaki continues in his book, Heartficial Empathy by stating, 
“Exploring differences can look like putting yourself in environments where people are from 
different backgrounds. For example, you might want to join a local community outreach group 
or volunteer for a charity. Immense yourself in a diversity of other’s experiences.” 

STAY OUT OF JUDGEMENT: When it comes to staying out of judgment, if you find your-
self beginning to judge, catch it, hit the pause button, and embrace the practice of acceptance 
and understanding instead. 

PUT YOURSELF IN SOMEONE ELSE’S SHOES: True practice of putting yourself in 
someone else’s shoes involves a willingness to witness an experience of another from how 
they see it and not how you imagine their experience to be.  

COMMUNICATE YOUR UNDERSTANDING: Brene Brown says there are several simple 
phrases to communicate your understanding of what someone else is going through. Some 
of these phrases to say to another are: I’m curious about, help me understand, and walk me 
through that.  

Brene Brown is an empathy expert, so let us close with one of her quotes: “Empathy has no 
script. There is no right or wrong way to do it. It’s simply listening, holding space, withhold-
ing judging, emotionally connecting, and communicating that incredibly healing message of 
‘you’re not alone’.” 

Laura Widger is a NY State Licensed Clinical Social Worker with 15 years of experience in 
the field of emotional wellness and mental health. She currently works for CCA-Connecting 
Communities in Action and specializes in trauma healing with children and adults. She lives 
in Cattaraugus County with her husband, children, and German short haired dog.  Laura 
personally and professionally strives to promote internal self leadership and the discovery of 
true genuineness and balance within.

My studio was shut down on March 16, 2020 in what I thought was going to be a tempo-
rary blip.  Flash forward 365 days, one whole year later and my studio is still navigating 
new guidelines and requirements to operate fully. The studio that I thought was so large at 
one time, feels quite small when you need to keep people a safe distance from each other.  
And, I know for myself and many others that the physical, mental and emotional impact of 
this last year definitely took its toll on our bodies.  Some of us got fitter, while others got 
thicker.  As the new year unfolded, many tried to turn this around with resolutions, diets 
and exercise routines to kickstart our weight loss.  But, after only a few months/weeks, 
still have not seen the results they had hoped would happen more rapidly.  

My advice to all of them … “Give it time.” 

This past year was unlike any other that we have experienced during our lifetime, and if 
we are lucky, we will come out as a wiser breed of people.  It doesn’t take a day or a bad 
meal to put extra weight on us, and it won’t take a day or a healthy meal to take weight 
off.  The same goes with workouts. The first couple comes along with muscle soreness that 
gets less intense as you progress.  No matter what your fitness goal, time, consistency and 
proper nutrition need to blend together to create the perfect storm.  As you adjust your diet 
to a healthier routine, your body will start to change. 

Commitment to fitness and better nutrition is not something we can just turn on like pull-
ing a switch in our heads; it’s always a gradual process. You start small and you build up 
from there, one effort at a time, one day at time. You have to slowly re-educate yourself 
and get used to the idea of exercise, incorporate it in your daily life in small ways first, and 
only then will you be able to commit to it more seriously long-term.  

Another thing I say quite regularly to my clients: “Every expert started out as a beginner.” 
So if you are struggling to keep your motivation, remember that small changes can equal 

By kiM Duke, certifieD Personal trainer

Core Performance: “Give it Time”

big results and that it is okay to have a bad day, because, every morning you get to start 
with a clean slate.  

Kim Duke is a certified personal trainer and owner of Core Performance Fitness and 
Training located at 55 Bristol Lane, Ellicottville, NY. Kim resides in Ellicottville where 
she raised her two sons, Zach and Nik. For more information about her studio visit her 
Facebook page or www.coreperformancefit

photo/self.com
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PROPANE•GENERATORS•SPACE HEATERS•WATER HEATERS•GARAGE HEATERS

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE

Family Owned and Operated since 1979

10035 U.S. Route 219 • West Valley, NY 14171
716-592-7242 or TOLL-FREE 800-640-0370

After-Hours Emergency: 716-592-7242 Ext. 5

hollandpropane.comGenerac Generators
Propane and Gas

FOR QUALITY SERVICE, CALL THE EXPERTS

Modine Hot Dawg Heaters

PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC
Kandefer

Dan Kandefer Cell: 716-583-2034 | Great Valley Office: 716-945-5848

WE SELL THE BEST AND FIX THE REST

Dan 60
YEARSEXPERIENCE

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

REMODELING • RADIANT HEAT FLOORING 
ALL SERVICE WORK • BOILER SERVICE & FURNACE REPAIRS

QUALITY PRODUCTS & PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION
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RENTALS
FOR RENT: Fully furnished 1-bedroom 
apartment in the village of Ellicottville.  
Newly remodeled.  Available summer sea-
son.  Call 814-229-4219. 

ERA TEAM VP REAL ESTATE & VA-
CATION RENTALS offers over 200 pri-
vately owned and professionally managed 
vacation rental homes and condominiums 
in Ellicottville, Chautauqua Lake and Chau-
tauqua Institution. View all of our rentals at 
MyTeamVP.com or call 800-344-2198 to 
speak with a seasoned reservationist. Book 
your getaway today!

SERVICES
ROVER MAKEOVERS: Professional 
pet grooming. Owned and operated lo-
cally by mother & daughter, Teresa Mercer 
and Calla Wagner. Call 716-699-8345 for 
an appointment. 16 Elizabeth St., Ellicot-
tville. “YOUR DOG IS OUR DOG.” Pet 
collars and other accessories for sale. 

MARTENS CLEANING SERVICE. 
Local, professional carpet cleaning, deep 
cleans, construction clean-up, grout and tile 
cleaning, residential and business cleaning, 
rental property flips. Call Christina Martens, 
585-435-7158.

KANDEFER PLUMBING & HEATING: 
Quality products and professional installa-
tion. Remodeling, radiant heat flooring, all 
service work, boiler service and furnace re-
pairs. Residential and commercial, 60 years 
of experience! Serving Ellicottville and the 
surrounding areas. Call 716-583-2034 or 
716-945-5848.

PLACE YOUR AD: Classified ads appear 
in both print and online!  Cost: $10 per issue, 
40 words or less, 25¢ each additional word. 
To place your ad in ellicottvilleNOW, call 
716-699-9816, email info@ellicottvillenow.
com, or stop by our office at 9 W. Washing-
ton St. Ads can also be placed directly on our 
website at ellicottvilleNOW.com

CLASSIFIEDS

ellicottvilleNOW.com

ellicottvilleNOW is a publication produced by DesignPerks of Ellicottville, member of PaNDaGOAT Media | ellicottvilleNOW.com

ellicottvilleNOW is published by DesignPerks, 9 W. 
Washington St., PO Box 1077, Ellicottville, NY 14731.  
ellicottvilleNOW is released every other Thursday 
n print and online at ellicottvillenow.com. 
Copyright © 2021 by DesignPerks.  All rights 
reserved.  Reprinting in whole or part is forbidden 
except by permission from DesignPerks.

Article/Photo ContributionsArticle/Photo Contributions
   Contributions are always welcome.        Contributions are always welcome.     
   Submit your articles and photos or    Submit your articles and photos or 
   story ideas to our publisher:   story ideas to our publisher:
   brenda@ellicottvillenow.com   brenda@ellicottvillenow.com

Advertising RatesAdvertising Rates
   Available upon request.   Available upon request.
   Deadline for print, digital & classifieds:    Deadline for print, digital & classifieds: 
   Monday prior to publication release.   Monday prior to publication release.
   Please contact one of our sales reps    Please contact one of our sales reps 
   for a release schedule, rates and    for a release schedule, rates and 
   additional information.   additional information.

                              FOLLOW US!
Join our InstaNOW photo gallery. 
Upload your photos using #evlnow / tag us. 
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EMPLOYMENT
THE JEFFERSON INN: Immediate open-
ing for Innkeeper’s Assistant at The Jefferson 
Inn bed and breakfast. 2-4 days per week, 
weekends required.  Work includes cleaning, 
reservations, food prep, gardening and guest 
interaction. Basic computer skills required.  
Qualified candidates must be mature, reliable, 
detail oriented, self-motivated.  Prior cleaning 
and/or hospitality experience a plus.  Email 
resume/letter to info@thejeffersoninn.com

SPAGHETTI DINNER: The Cattarau-
gus County 4H Club is hosting a drive-thru 
Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, April 17th 
from 3:00-7:00pm at the Catt. County Fair-
grounds in Little Valley. Cost is $8 presale 
or $10 at the gate, $5 for kids 7 and under. 
Tickets are available at the Catt. County 4H 
Office. All proceeds will be used for ribbons 
and awards at the 2021 Cattaraugus County 
Fair. Questions, call 716-699-2377 ext. 130.

FUNDRAISERS

OBITUARIES
ELLICOTTVILLE, NY - Justin P. Woodarek, 63, of Ellicottville passed away Monday, 
March 22, 2021 at his home. He was born on February 5, 1958 in Salamanca, son of the 
late W. William and Martha (Viereck) Woodarek. On June 19, 1981, Justin married the 
former Donna Kresconko who predeceased him on February 21, 2016. 

For many years, he owned and operated Woodarek Service Center in Ellicottville and en-
joyed rebuilding and tinkering on vehicles, specifically his GTX. Justin enjoyed hunting but 
more so the camaraderie and being out with the boys. He also enjoyed snowmobiling and 
the local cruise nights through the years, as well as his dog Heidi, whom he loved.

Justin is survived by a son, Dustin (Ashley) Woodarek of Great Valley, and a daughter 
Jaimie Woodarek of Ellicottville. Also surviving are six brothers; William (Mary Jo) 

Woodarek of Ellicottville, David (Ronda) Woodarek of South Dayton, Martin (Kristen) 
Woodarek of Land-O-Lakes, FL, Jason (Lisa) Woodarek of Allegany, Christopher (Kim 
Elise) Woodarek of Ellicottville, and Jude (Katie) Woodarek of Springville. He is also 
survived by three sisters; Rebecca (Joseph) Rakieski of Ridgeway, PA, Belinda (Bruce) 
Pollock of Ellicottville, and Barbara Woodarek of Great Valley as well as three grandchil-
dren; Mayelyn, Ava, and Hunter, and several nieces and nephews.

A celebration of life will be held from the family home, 26 Mill Street in Ellicottville, NY 
14731, on Saturday, March 27, 2021 from 1:00-4:00pm.

Memorials may be made to a charity of the donor’s choice. Arrangements are under the 
direction of Mentley Funeral Home Inc., 411 Rock City St. in Little Valley.

Justin P. Woodarek • February 5, 1958 - March 22, 2021

EMPLOYMENT
HELP WANTED: Experienced carpen-
ters needed. Please apply to G.M. Nickol-
son Construction, Inc., located at 42 Mill 
Street, Ellicottville, NY 14731 or email 
gmnickolson@aol.com

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY: Position 
available at ellicottvilleNOW delivering 
the newspaper one day a week in Ellicott-
ville and surrounding communities. Must 
have a valid driver’s license, insurance 
and reliable vehicle. Great supplemental 
income. Send letter of interest to brenda@
ellicottvillenow.com or call 716-699-9816.

IMPROVE YOUR CURB 
APPEAL & REPLACE OLD WOOD 

DOORS WITH BEAUTIFUL 
MAINTENANCE FREE STEEL!

Residential & Commercial
GARAGE DOOR SPECIALISTS

•Servicing & Repairing All Makes and Models
•Hundreds of Doors in Stock

•Garage Door Openers & Accessories for 
Security and Convenience
•Free New Door Estimates

•Entrance Doors
•Installing America’s Safest Garage Door Systems

716-649-3600 Visit our Showroom: 5659 Herman Hill Road, Hamburg, NY 14075
See our large selection of doors at www.hamburgdoor.com
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SERVICES
ROVER MAKEOVERS: Professional 
pet grooming. Owned and operated lo-
cally by mother & daughter, Teresa Mercer 
and Calla Wagner. Call 716-699-8345 for 
an appointment. 16 Elizabeth St., Ellicot-
tville. “YOUR DOG IS OUR DOG.” Pet 
collars and other accessories for sale. 

MARTENS CLEANING SERVICE. 
Local, professional carpet cleaning, deep 
cleans, construction clean-up, grout and tile 
cleaning, residential and business cleaning, 
rental property flips. Call Christina Martens, 
585-435-7158.

KANDEFER PLUMBING & HEATING: 
Quality products and professional installa-
tion. Remodeling, radiant heat flooring, all 
service work, boiler service and furnace re-
pairs. Residential and commercial, 60 years 
of experience! Serving Ellicottville and the 
surrounding areas. Call 716-583-2034 or 
716-945-5848.

PLACE YOUR AD: Classified ads appear 
in both print and online!  Cost: $10 per issue, 
40 words or less, 25¢ each additional word. 
To place your ad in ellicottvilleNOW, call 
716-699-9816, email info@ellicottvillenow.
com, or stop by our office at 9 W. Washing-
ton St. Ads can also be placed directly on our 
website at ellicottvilleNOW.com

Follow us on Instagram @ellicottvillenow Tagged images serve as granted permission for use by ellicottvilleNOW for 
promotional purposes of any kind in print • online • and on social media platforms.

Crobert_kuechle: Pot of gold @holimont #evlnow
#stpatricksday #skiingislife #wnyphotographer

Cwillygoat_adventures: Can’t get enough of this 
sunshine #rumspringa #evlnow #springisintheair

Cbbbaronator: Couldn’t ask for a better adventure buddy. 
#willygoat #paddleboarding #alleganystatepark

Cbaroness_abcinema: Soaking these days up #springslashing 
@holidayvalley #evlnow #needthatvitamind #goggletan #funshine

Cdash_913: Woke up a little earlier this morning to hike with an incred-
ible family and honor Jake Burton Carpenter #RideOnJake #evlnow

Cseancornelius80: #methodgrab
@holimont_parks @ellicottvillenow

Cbperksey: #SaveOurMusic
#evlnow #livemusic #villaggio

Cellicottvillenow: #wintercarnival
#skipatrol #fooddrive #evlnow

Cteam_pritchard: #daffodils 
#spring #evlnow 

Crickmac6150: Captain & Ms. America had a great day on the hill with 
pure sunshine and spring conditions #evlnow #wintercarnival2021

Ccareyannwelch: Tubing Time!
#ellicottvillenow

Share your photos with us 
and see them in our InstaNOW Photo Gallery!
Upload your photos using #evlnow / tag us.
It’s THAT easy!

Cjtdaw6: Love spring riding!
#evlnow @holidayvalley

Cmclucarelli29: Taco Fridays 
@ellicottville_tapbottle #evlnow

OBITUARIES
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