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Arbor Day at the Nannen Arboretum

Community Invited to Tree Planting Celebration and Open House Later This Month; Volunteer Cleanup Days also Planned

By JEssicA ScHULTZ

. it falls on Friday, April 28. The Nannen
Arboretum will host its Annual Tree
Planting Celebration - the perfect party
for our Tree City USA, but this year you
can expect it to be a little different. What
* kind of different? ellicottvilleNOW
caught up with arboretum member Pat
Kerl to discuss the details.

As for Ellicottville’s Arbor Day, “We
have a very special Annual Meeting and
Arbor Day planned for this year,” said
Kerl. “We will be celebrating the legacy
of the founder of the Nannen Arbore-
tum, John Ploetz. John Ploetz’s children
are donating two trees for the Arbor Day
planting and are hosting an Open House
t as part of our meeting. We will begin
at 11:00am with our normal Annual
" Meeting and Arbor Day proclamation/
planting and then transition to an Open
House around noon.”

Refreshments, sandwiches, cookies and
drinks will be provided during the Open
{ House which will last until 3:00pm. This
# all takes place in the auditorium of the

Ellicottville Town Center, 28 Parkside
Drive, Ellicottville NY, adjacent to the
! Nannen Arboretum.”

... page 04

GELEBRATE DONATE LIFE DAY WITH ELLICOTTVILLE CENTRAL

“For National Donate Life Month (NDLM) 2023, Donate Life America was inspired by the natural world of a pond coming to life in
the spring. Visualize the frogs and toads coming out of their burrows hopping to and fro. They are a sign of healing and renewal.
The water lilies popping up are signs of hope.” More than 104,000 people across the country are currently awaiting a life-saving
organ transplant. Thousands more are on the list for cornea & tissue transplants. National Donate Life Month focuses on regis-
tering donors and honoring deceased and living donors. ECS is doing a full-day event on this topic on April 28. A representative
from Connect Life will be on-hand with brochures, fact sheets and registration cards for students to take home ... page 03
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JAKE AND THE
FATMAN BBQ
CATERING CO.

There aren’t a lot of
BBQ options down

in the Southern Tier.
I’'ve found myself in
Buffalo on numerous
occasions when I'm
craving a tasty beef
rib. But what if I told
you, there is a BBQ
catering company
right around the bend
in Springville, NY
that not only has a
food truck but will
gladly bring that food
truck to your next
gathering and provide
a BBQ smorgasbord?

Jake and The Fatman
BBQ Catering Co.
offers just that option.
With a wealth of ex-
perience behind him,
the owner Jake Cran-
ston was built for the
business. “T’ve always
been a big food guy
and BBQ has always
been one of my fa-
vorites, often cooking
backyard BBQs for
family parties. Once
I started getting good
and a lot of positive
feedback, I entered a
local BBQ competi-
tion. After winning
some awards people
started requesting me
to cater small parties.
So I decided to start
my own catering
business in 2013.”

.. page 08
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Comedian Jeff Foxworthy Coming to Seneca Allegany Casino

Jeff Foxworthy has been a staple in the comedy world for decades now and is still sell-
ing out shows all over the country. Making a stop at the Seneca Allegany Casino for one
show only on Saturday, April 22, the comedian continues bringing the laughs that we all
need right now and considers it the best job in the world. ellicottvilleNOW had a chance
to talk with him recently (well... talk in between the laughter), and as he put it, have a
fun conversation - not an interview - which he said he thoroughly enjoyed ... page 11

photos! Want to see
yours? Share your
photos on IG, tag us
and use #evinow!

Find the grid on page 15.

Turning Movie Characters into Works of Art
Ellicottville Artist Shad Nowicki Pulls Inspiration from the Big Screen

By MARY WEISER

Artist Shad Nowicki was just a kid when
scenes from the 1987 John Candy classic
“Planes, Trains and Automobiles” were
shot in WNY - right outside his childhood
home! After meeting the whole cast and
seeing firsthand how movies are made,
Nowicki knew he wanted to learn every-
thing he could about the world of tele-
vision and film. Today, Nowicki knows
this world in a way that very few people
do - from the iconic scowl of Wednesday
Addams to the determined gaze of Rocky
Balboa to the kind-hearted smile of ET.
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ANIGHT AT THE RACES TO RAISE FUNDS FOR OLEAN CITY SCHOOLS

Want a fun way to spend a Friday night? “Night at the Races” is a fundraising event
sponsored by the Olean Schools Foundation and hosted by the Woodside Tavern
on the Range. Set for Friday, May 5, it’s an event filled with great revelry. Event coor-
dinator John Irving was excited to talk with ellicottvilleNOW about what guests can
expect. “This is actually the 5th annual event,” he explained. “One of our board mem-
bers had previously attended a “Night at the Races” elsewhere and thought it would
be a fun event for the Olean City School District Foundation to hold as a fundraiser.
The event is held every year on the Friday before the Kentucky Derby.” ... page 07

Nowicki lives and paints in Ellicottville
and is one of the most sought-after pop
culture artists in the country. From Hol-
lywood heavy hitters to silver screen leg-
ends, the list of stars he’s had the pleasure
of painting is staggering.

.. page 08
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CRYSTALS & SPIRITUAL
M/ELLNESS
We carry the right tools to support your spiritual journey S
Crystals, Singing Bowls & Intention Candles
to name a few!

11 Martha St. | Ellicottville, NY
716-699-2871
blessings@goodforthespiritgifts.com

OPEN:
MONDAY-SATURDAY 11-6 | SUNDAY 11-5
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RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

QUALITY PRODUCTS & PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

REMODELING * RADIANT HEAT FLOORING
ALL SERVICE WORK - BOILER SERVICE & FURNACE REPAIRS

Dan Kandefer Cell: 716-583-2034
Great Valley Office: 716-945-5848

WE SELL THE BEST AND FIX THE REST

Locally Sourced and Locally Made
Come and taste the true sp:Lr:Lt of Ellicottv111el
" ,lf

| ELLICOTTVILLE
j DISTILLERY

 Visit our on-stte tasting room.
En]oy one of our uniquely handcrafted cockt
- Shop our bottle selection.
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5462 Robbins Road i
Ellicottv lle, New

PAMPER YOUR MOM
THIS MOTHER'’S DAY!

This mother’s day, you can let mom
pick her most favorite Salt Cave
service by giving her a gift card -
good for any products or service.
(may we suggest a massage or facial?)

SALT CAVE THERAPY | BODY SALT GLOWS | RELAXING MASSAGE
WARM SALT STONE FOOT MASSAGE | LEMONGRASS FOOT SCRUB

32 W. WASHINGTON STREET - ELLICOTTVILLE, NY
716-699-2068 - ellicottvillesaltcave.com

Build a Heatthier YT

Customized, One-on-One Programs
@ Strength Training
& Injury / Illness Recovery
© Nutrition Planning

55 Bristol Lane, Ellicottville

716-698-1198

Discover the ultimate in relaxation
with our expert boclg treatments,

facials, massages and more.

Convcnicntla located in the

T amarack C|u}3 at }“lolfdag \/3”63.

www.evilleoasis.com | 716.699.8996
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GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE

Ellicottville Central School to Make a Splash During Donate Life Month;
Special Event for Students Planned for April 28th

April is
National

By CAroL FISHER-LINN

“For National Donate Life Month (NDLM) 2023, Donate Life America was inspired by
the natural world of a pond coming to life in the spring.” Visualize the frogs and toads
coming out of their burrows hopping to and fro. They are a sign of healing and renewal.
The water lilies popping up are signs of hope. The roots have waited until spring to send
their shoots out. National Donate Life likens the water lily to the support and partnership
needed for hope to bloom. The lily pads we see on the surface of a pond are part of a
much larger, supportive plant rooted below the water. The water lily plant reminds us of
the “support and collaboration needed for hope to bloom.”

More than 104,000 people across the country are currently awaiting a life-saving organ
transplant. Thousands more are on the list for cornea and tissue transplants. National Do-
nate Life Month focuses on registering donors and honoring deceased and living donors.

Numbers: Every 9 minutes another person is added to the waiting list for an organ do-
nation. 17 people die each day waiting for an organ. One organ donor, eye and tissue
donation can save and heal more than 75 lives.

Who can donate: From the national donor website: “People of all ages and medical his-
tories should consider themselves potential donors. Your medical condition at the time of
death will determine what organs and tissues can be donated. A national system matches
available organs from the donor with people on the waiting list based on blood type, body
size, how sick they are, donor distance, tissue type and time on the list. Sexual orienta-
tion, gender, gender identity or expression, race, income, celebrity, and social status are
never considered.”

Here’s the good news locally... Tamara Peters, teacher at Ellicottville Central School
(ECS) reported this: “I myself received a liver transplant from another teacher at the
school almost 8 years ago. Shannon [Palmatier] has two sons who have just recently un-
dergone transplants. Several alumni and retired staff have also either donated, been the
recipient of an organ, or are family members of a donor or recipient family.”

ECS is doing a full-day event on this topic on April 28. A representative from Connect
Life will be on-hand with brochures, fact sheets and registration cards for students to take
home to discuss with their families. At an end-of-day presentation they will share data,
statistics and their own stories and pictures.

National Pediatric Transplant Week is the last full week in April. The focus for that week
is on ending the pediatric waiting list. In 2020, more than 1,700 children were helped
with transplants. Today there are more than 1,900 children waiting; more than 500 are
between the ages of 1 and 5. Children respond better to child-sized organs; it is possible
for them to receive partial adult organs, such as for the liver, which is what most children
on the list are waiting for. The children under 1 are generally waiting for a heart. Those
6-10 are waiting for kidneys. Children are also on the list for donor lung, intestine, and
pancreas.

Become Inspired: Dr. Aleksandra Gmurczyk, a nephrologist at Northwestern Memorial
Hospital in Chicago wanted to educate her kidney disease patients and their families, so
she decided to donate her kidney as part of a kidney-paired donation. This comes about
when a healthy person wishes to donate a kidney but is not a good match for the recipient
whom they wish to help. So, a swap takes place with another donor and it’s a win-win.
Another way to donate.

How to enroll: Remember, you have the potential to save lives as a donor. You can start
by signing up through your state’s registry. For New York go to https:/donatelife.ny.gov/
registery/.

Teenagers 15 to 17-years-old may register their intent to be an organ, eye and tissue donor
(you can do this while registering for your driver’s license at the DMV, at DonateLife.
net or at RegisterMe.org). However, until they are 18-years-old, a parent or legal guardian
makes the final donation decision. A parent or legal guardian must authorize an organ,
eye, or tissue donation for anyone under the age of 18. Go to https:/www.organdonor.gov/
learn/process to learn more.

Do it. Give the gift of life.
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4 ACRES! ALMOST 2 ACRES! 15 ACRES & POND

Scenic back yard views
from this 2 - 3 bedroom, 2
bath ranch w/ full basement,
attached garage.
MLS#B1441162 ... $169,900

oward | TINA J. DILLON

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
annan

716-474-5646

PHONE: 716-699-4695 thedillonteam@gmail.com
OFFICE: 34 WASHINGTON STREET | ELLICOTTVILLE, NY 14731

Roomy 3 bedroom, 2 bath
ranch w/ front and back
decks, scenic views and

large yard.
MLS#B1463956 ... $219,000

Seclusion is yours when you
own this partially furnished
2 bedroom, 1 bath cabin w/
woodstove & large garage.
MLS#B1417861 ... $239,900

b3 0 -1-0%0 8
21 MONROE | ELLICOTTVILLE, NY

‘ MON-THURS 4-8PM

FRI-SAT 12-9PM
SUN 12-8PM
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B cooking up fresh BRICK-OVEN baked PIZzA,
WINGS ﬁ more!! Come enjoy our hand crafted experience
with a selection of CRAFT BREWS and WINE!! S @@
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Brick & Brew
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We Are Ellicottville’s
Simple. Straightforward.

Insurance Agency

Insurance For
& =2 =

Recreation Auto Business

Y | "N
WEED ROSS |, Loca

Simple. Straightforward.I/nsurance.

Home

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance
plans, a personal relationship, and the best prices available.
As we continue to build upon decades of expertise, we
specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal homes,
rental properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team
of local insurance agents helps ensure optimal coverage at
the lowest rate possible.

4 Monroe Street | Ellicottville, NY

call (716) 699-2388 or Visit Us At WeedRoss.com
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INSPIRATION FROM THE BIG SCREEN

Ellicottville’s Shad Nowicki Turns Movie Characters Into Works of Art

N alh
g

@shadpaints

CELEBRATE ARBOR DAY

Nannen Arboretum to Host Annual Meeting and Tree Planting Ceremony

@nannenarboretum

By MARY WEISER

By JEssicAa ScHULTZ

Artist Shad Nowicki was just a kid when scenes from the 1987 John Candy classic
“Planes, Trains and Automobiles” were shot in western New York - right outside his
childhood home! After meeting the whole cast and seeing firsthand how movies are
made, Nowicki knew he wanted to learn everything he could about the world of televi-
sion and film. Today, Nowicki knows this world in a way that very few people do - from
the iconic scowl of Wednesday Addams to the determined gaze of Rocky Balboa to the
kind-hearted smile of ET.

Nowicki lives and paints in Ellicottville and is one of the most sought-after pop culture
artists in the country. From Hollywood heavy hitters to silver screen legends, the list of
stars he’s had the pleasure of painting is staggering, to say nothing of his paintings of
celebrities’ family portraits or everyday moments. “Every one has been an experience,”
said Nowicki.

On Saturday, May 6, Free Comic Book Day, Nowicki will be a special guest at Dave &
Adam’s in Williamsville. Though not a comic book artist per se, Nowicki is known for
his portrayals of all kinds of superheroes and villains, among many other pop culture
icons. “One of the first actors I painted was Lou Ferrigno,” said Nowicki. Ferrigno, who
starred as the Incredible Hulk in the eponymous television series that began in 1977, is
one of many celebrities who will be appearing at the Nickel City Comic Con, which is
returning to the Buffalo Niagara Convention Center from June 30-July 2.

“Michael Rooker from ‘Guardians of the Galaxy, will also be at Nickel City,” said No-
wicki. “I was hired to do a painting of him like that famous Burt Reynolds centerfold
pose. I worked with Donald Gibb from ‘Revenge of the Nerds, Steve Guttenberg, the
original Captain America... These are my heroes, and these are the guys that - 30 to 40
years ago - were making awesome movies that now are kind of forgotten, but not to me.

999

Meeting them and being able to work for them is a way to say ‘thank you’.

In addition to his appearance at Dave & Adam’s, Nowicki will also be part of many oth-
er events this year. “I usually travel with around 60 paintings, and I've also done many
prints in the last few years,” he explained. “All are limited, numbered, and signed. It’s a
big booth space - basically a gallery on wheels!”

Nowicki will have a booth at the Living Dead Weekend in Pittsburgh from June 9-11,
which celebrates the 50th anniversary of the movie “Dawn of the Dead,” as well as
Nickel City during the last weekend in June. “The shows that I gravitate towards, since
I do a lot of work for celebrities, are the more celebrity-based shows,” he said. “Nickel

“Shad Nowicki” continued page 08

CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS

Tri-County Arts Council Opens Nomination Window for Arts & Cultural Awards

The Tri-County Arts Council is currently accepting nominations for Arts and Cultural
Awards, with winners to be announced at the Celebration Of The Arts. As we advocate
for our region, we are taking the Celebration of the Art to Chautauqua County this year!
Celebration of the Arts (COTA) will be on August 13th at the Pearl City Clay House
at 220 East 2nd Street in Jamestown, NY 14701. The event will continue to honor art-
ists, arts organizations, or arts supporters from Allegany, Cattaraugus, and Chautauqua
counties. Nominations are due by July 1 and can be sent to TCAC Executive Director
Paula Bernstein at paula@tricountyartscouncil.org.

The following awards will be presented:

- Thomas Barnes Lifetime Achievement, named after longtime Arts Council board pres-
ident: This award celebrates the career of an individual artist, organization, individual
at an organization, or individual artist who, among other distinctions, has demonstrated
particular commitment to his or her work throughout a long career and has made im-
portant contributions regionally, nationally or internationally in his/her field, especially
at a milestone marker, such as retirement, job change, posthumous recognition, etc.

- Distinguished Artist of the Year: This award honors individual artists in any discipline
for their creative excellence and superior accomplishments in 2022.

“Tri-County Arts Council” continued page 08

Arbor Day is fast approaching; this year it falls on Friday, April 28. The Nannen Arbo-
retum will host its Annual Tree Planting Celebration - the perfect party for our Tree City
USA, but this year you can expect it to be a little different. What kind of different? ellicott-
villeNOW caught up with arboretum member Pat Kerl to discuss the details.

“Arbor Day is an annual observance that celebrates the role of trees in our lives and
promotes tree planting and care,” Kerl explained. “The idea for Arbor Day in the United
States originated in Nebraska City. J. Sterling Morton and his wife, Caroline, were lovers
of nature and the home they established in Nebraska was quickly planted with trees,
shrubs and flowers. In 1872, the Nebraska State Board of Agriculture accepted a resolu-
tion by Morton to ‘set aside one day to plant trees, both forest and fruit’.”

The Board declared April 10, 1872 as Arbor Day, offering prizes to the counties and
individuals that properly planted the largest number of trees on that day. More than one
million trees were planted in Nebraska on the first Arbor Day. J. Sterling Morton became
known as the “Founder of Arbor Day.”

Shortly after this 1872 observance, other states passed legislation to observe Arbor Day
each year with appropriate ceremonies. New York State celebrates Arbor Day on the last
Friday in April, the 28th this year. Planting trees is an act of kindness and optimism.
Trees help clean the air, beautify our neighborhoods, provide homes for wildlife, conserve
energy and topsoil, and help keep the atmosphere in balance. Life is just better when we
live among the trees.

As for Ellicottville’s Arbor Day, “We have a very special Annual Meeting and Arbor Day
planned for this year,” said Kerl. “We will be celebrating the legacy of the founder of the
Nannen Arboretum, John Ploetz. John Ploetz’s children are donating two trees for the
Arbor Day planting and are hosting an Open House as part of our meeting. We will begin
at 11:00am with our normal Annual Meeting and Arbor Day proclamation/planting and
then transition to an Open House around noon. Posters and photographs from the early
days of the arboretum will be displayed and several of the Ploetz and Nannen families as
well as some of the original members of the arboretum will be available for conversation
and reminiscing. Refreshments, sandwiches, cookies and drinks will be provided during
the Open House which will last until 3:00pm. This all takes place in the auditorium of
the Ellicottville Town Center, 28 Parkside Drive, Ellicottville N'Y, adjacent to the Nannen
Arboretum.”

While the Arbor Day event is typically hosted by staff only, they do have a special Spring
Clean-up planned at the arboretum on Saturday, April 29 and Monday, May 1 from
9:00am-noon both days. As Kerl stated, “We start with leaf and branch removal from the
arboretum grounds followed by removing all the netting that was used to protect some
trees/shrubs from the area wildlife. These are not long days and with many volunteers,
we accomplish many tasks on the to-do list quickly. It is a great opportunity to make new
friends while giving back to your community. And coffee and snacks will be available!
Everyone is always welcome to participate.”

The arboretum team can always use volunteers for when their regular Monday work days
begin again in May and continue through the summer into fall. Here are examples of the
areas where they need your help:

¢ Picking up downed branches and twigs and raking leaves.

* Maintaining perennial beds including watering, weeding, mulching, planting, cutting
back, etc.

* Maintaining Chapman Sanctuary and Celebration Walk including watering planters,
weeding bricks and pavers.

* Maintaining the Herb Garden including setting rocks vertical as required, weeding
beds, path, steps, planting herbs.

* Maintaining trees and shrubs including pruning, creating/maintaining mulch beds
around trees/shrubs.

* Installing/maintaining items such as signage, benches and tasks requiring hand tools
and painting bridge structure and shed structure.

When asked why she felt that this celebration was important for the community, Kerl
had a lot to say. “Arbor Day is an opportunity to gather together with members of the
community and acknowledge the importance of trees in our town and village,” she said.
“Ellicottville has been designated as a 'Tree City USA ' for the last 41 years by the Arbor

“Arbor Day" continued page 08
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Unique Slefom ~* Wature’s Remedy
/4’Zounl,l t/"e WO’&[G[/ natural foods market & holistic wellness center

Herbs ¢ CBD ¢ Vitamins « Homeopathy
Teas * Aromatherapy ¢ Bath & Body
Detox & Cleansing ¢ Weight Loss
Organic & Gluten ¢ Essential Oils
Free Foods & Produce ¢ Bio Scans
lonic Detox Foot Spas
: Homeopathic Consultations
. Massage * Reflexology ¢ Cranial Sacral Therapy
Natural Health Classes and Consults

Julie Filipowicz ~ Joany Bund, GRI, Mgr.
Lic. R.E. Agent  Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker
716-864-7196 716-969-2156

The Latest in Fashion Trends in by-Agmigtment
Women's Clothing & Aecessories, : TEXT NATURESREMEDY to 22828 Tady Gross Joc Eysaman
Gy[ts & JJOWL@ 25@00& TO JOIN OUR MAILING LIST Lic. 1{7{56-1;;39;73],3;01(“ L;'i6{{:3];8$§;;1t

716-699~-2128 716~699~HERB (4372)

www.gadogadoellicottville.com @Natures_Remedy
n rj http://gado-gado.shoptiques.com Natures-Remedy.net n

26 monroe street » ellicottville, ny 14731

WE ARE
HIRING!

JOIN THE ELLICOTTVILLE
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE TEAM!

Fred Graham John “Jake” Northrup II
Lic. R.E. Agent Lic. R.E. Agent
814-598-1322 516-712-5941

@lpm 7 @ay& a ek

Shanell Kiersz Tara Bowen
Lic. Rental Manager Tamarack Resales

GETDETAILSON ™" Wi
EVERY HOME IN OUR AREA
HOLIDAYVALLEY.COM/REALTY

SALES: 716-699-2000

VACATION RENTALS: 716-699-2912
OFFICE: 6084 Rte. 219 @ Holiday Valley Rd,, Ellicottville, NY 14731

* Be Part of a Fun, Exciting

& Busy Office Environment

e Assist in producing and
presenting 18 annual events
and festivals

» Work with the team to
create social media
marketing campaigns

FOR MORE INFO OR TO SCHEDULE
AN INTERVIEW, PLEASE EMAIL:

INEOIDENNGIOTTVILLENY.COM

M-E-D-I-A

graphic design - website development
video production - photography « aerial imagery

social media marketing - copy writing

strategic branding *« business coaching

%0 & @ =X © 5 9

meet your team at

() O www.pandagoatmedia.com

9 W. Washington Street | Ellicottville, NY 14731 | 716-699-9816
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PHOTO REWIND

HoliMont Celebrates the End of Ski Season with a Special Visitor

On Sunday, April 9, HoliMont closed out the 2022-23 season with live music on the patio and a special appearance from the Easter Bunny as
members, guests and the public enjoyed bluebird skies and spring conditions. Easter eggs were scattered on many of the ski trails,
providing one of the most fun Easter Egg Hunts imaginable - for both kids and adults. (Would you expect anything different from a ski resort?)
The lifts may have stopped spinning, but it’s only temporary... Sunset lift will turn again come Memorial Day weekend, when HoliMont switches
gears to bike season! Purchase your Bike Park season’s pass NOW and save... details at holimont.com/programs/bike-park/.

photos / ellicottvilleNOW
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REGIONAL

NATIONAL MONTH OF HOPE

Good Deeds Abound in April... Get Involved. It Feels Great!

Wisconsin Union

A NIGHT AT THE RACES

‘Horsing Around’ for the Benefit of the Olean City School District Foundation

By CAroL FISHER-LINN

By JEssicA ScHULTZ

“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul... and sings the tune without
the words and never stops at all.” - Emily Dickinson

Spring! Ahhhhh. Sunshine and showers. Snowdrops and slickers, daffodils and down-
pours, tulips and tadpoles... it seems that the whole world comes into bloom to brighten
our days. In our town, winter may be King, but when Mother Nature comes calling
bringing the hope of spring, winter bends a knee and bids her welcome. When she leaves
her floral decorated calling card the only word on it is HOPE. That word alone brings
feelings of confidence and trust.

This National Month of Hope also lends a hand in lifting spirits. Each of us can be bear-
ers of hope in many ways. Like Mother Nature, we too, can lift others by volunteering,
donating, or contributing our time, our empathy, our wisdom, knowledge, and kind-
ness. We can be with people, one on one, who are alone, with no one to talk to or with
whom to share their lives. Perhaps a friend, neighbor, community member, or someone
in a nursing home could find a bit of hope realizing that someone honors and respects
their existence. There are many organizations in our local community who offer hope
through the hands of volunteers which serve as the conduits.

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES IN ACTION

Connecting Communities in Action (CCA) works with the community, for the com-
munity in meeting people’s most basic needs. With comprehensive, strength-based
customer-focused programs they provide hope through “safe and affordable housing,
home rehabilitation and weatherization, prevention, and education.” They also “offer
mental health services, food security, and support for youth, families, and survivors
of crime.” Delivering trauma-informed care is their priority through which people can
get help to take the next step forward. They serve individuals and families, the elderly,
the disabled, and the disadvantaged in southwestern and central New York. As CCA
Board Member, Sharon Mathe has stated, “We are looking at our role as a community
builder not just providing programs but jobs and resources to help people really sustain
themselves.” Connecting Communities in Action is located at 25 Jefferson Street, Sala-
manca, NY, phone 716-945-1041.

ROTARY CLUB OF ELLICOTTVILLE

Over the past number of years, the Rotary Club of Ellicottville has been a source of hope
by providing equipment and monetary support for many local organizations. The Ell-
icottville Food Bank at The United Church of Ellicottville has grown, creating a need
for facility storage and efficiency. Val Germaine, Nancy Rogan and Rev. John Woodring
worked with the Ellicottville Rotary to update the entire project. They now have new
shelving, storage containers, prep tables, and freezer containers to care for the hundreds
of people reliant upon the Food Bank. The Ellicottville Food Bank services the Elli-
cottville community with a totally volunteer staff and is open Monday 1:00-3:00pm,
Wednesday 4:00-6:00pm and Saturday 10:00am-noon every week. Share hope by be-
coming a volunteer. Your assistance or donations are also gratefully accepted at the
Great Valley Food Pantry, 4808 Route 219, Great Valley, phone 716-699-2585. The GV
pantry is open Thursdays from 4:30-6:30pm and again on Saturday from 8:00-10:00am.

NANNEN ARBORETUM

“He who plants a tree plants hope.” - Lucy Larcum, 19th century teacher, poet, author

Every year on Arbor Day trees are planted at the Ellicottville Nannen Arboretum to
celebrate the legacy of arboretum founder, John Ploetz. Everyone in the community
is welcome and encouraged to attend. The arboretum is located at 28 Parkside Drive,
phone 716-474-9801.

Three local opportunities for you to volunteer have been outlined for you. But there are
so many other things a person can do to bring hope to others. Call or write a letter to
someone who has had a significant impact upon your life. Your outreach may hit them at
a time in their life when they need affirmation and hope. Visit the sick and imprisoned.
Write them cards and letters. Share your story about overcoming obstacles and finding
hope with those who are experiencing down times in their lives. See a need? Lend a
hand. Empty nester? Look into fostering a child. Find a homeless person and take them
lunch and a bag filled with everyday common necessities that we take for granted. Love
animals? Adopt one from a reputable shelter. That, dear reader, is what HOPE looks
like.

Want a fun way to spend a Friday night? “Night at the Races” is a fundraising event
sponsored by the Olean Schools Foundation and hosted by the Woodside Tavern on the
Range. Set for Friday, May 5 (doors open at 6:15pm), it is an event filled with great rev-
elry and event coordinator John Irving was excited to talk with ellicottvilleNOW about
what guests can expect.

First, let’s get a quick overview of its history. “This is actually the 5th annual event,”
explained Irving. “One of our board members, Barb Lias, had previously attended a
“Night at the Races” elsewhere and thought it would be a fun event for the Olean City
School District Foundation to hold as a fundraiser. The event, which started in 2017, is
held every year on the Friday before the Kentucky Derby.”

They’ve got a few new things for 2023. As Irving indulges, “Back in 2019, we added the
Trifecta 50/50 raffle and the High Roller betting table. Last year we moved to a larger
venue, went to two screens and two wager tables. This year we will be adding a DJ to
entertain between races and smaller 50/50s throughout the night. As always, if you have
a non-winning bet ticket you can use it to enter into the drawing for one of the many
door prizes.”

Irving said the event consists of 10 video horse races with an 11th auction race at the end.
As part of the fundraiser, people will donate $10 to name one of the 100 horses in the
races. If their horse wins, they will receive a gift certificate to a local restaurant. They
also have a derby hat contest in two categories: traditional hat and most unique hat. This
year there will be a pifiata which participants can purchase tickets for a chance to take a
swing at it. Door prizes will be drawn after the 11th race.

Along with a great entertainment lineup, you can also expect a great spread of food!
Since this year’s event falls on Cinco de Mayo, the menu will have a Mexican theme.
Start out with apps before the first race - cheese, veggies and crackers. Followed by
tacos, fajitas, quesadillas, rice, chips and salsa, guacamole, and pizza. This year’s signa-
ture drink: margaritas, of course.

What’s in the months following? The Olean City School District Foundation is planning
their annual golf tournament to be held in June. In November they participate in Cat-
taraugus Gives Day. “We need to thank all our sponsors and donors for all the success
these events bring,” said Irving. In June the Foundation hosts the Wall of Honor. John
advised this award recognizes the accomplishments of past students and faculty. Since
2020, the OCSD Foundation has fulfilled over $150,000 in grant requests.

The Olean Schools Foundation, established in 2002, was created to provide additional
funds to support special academic programs and curriculum enrichment in all Olean
City Schools. Creative opportunities that support the education of Olean students im-
mensely influence their growth and cultural awareness. New experiences, projects, and
programs expand their minds and broaden their horizons. For more information, please
visit oleanschools.org/foundation.

ECS CARING CLOSET

Gently Used Clothing and New Personal Hygiene Items Available Soon

Ellicottville Central School is proud to announce that the Caring Closet will soon be
up and running again. This student-created support system collects new or gently used
clothes for free distribution among the school’s PreK-12. ECS Students and staff may
donate directly on campus by placing items in a sealed bag and dropping them off at
the Nurse’s Office. Other alternative drop-offs for community members are:

¢ The Donation Shed at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
e Warrior Fitness & Wellness
* The Ellicottville Memorial Library

Please place items in deposit bags labeled “ECS” and include whether they have
been washed. The school is also happy to accept un-used, sealed, personal hygiene
items. Items most requested by students are hoodies, jeans, leggings, t-shirts, sneak-
ers and self-care items. Any student or community member looking to reach out for
clothing or hygiene items may directly contact ecscaringcloset@ecsny.org.



~ Page 08 ... APRIL 13-19, 2023 4 PUBLISHED WEEKLY

ellicottvilleNOW

BUSINESS

JAKE AND THE FATMAN BBQ CATERING CO.

A BBQ Company that Comes to Youl

By JEssica ScHULTZ

There aren’t a lot of BBQ options down in the Southern Tier. I've found myself in Buffalo
on numerous occasions when I’'m craving a tasty beef rib. But what if I told you, there
is a BBQ catering company right around the bend in Springville, NY that not only has a
food truck but will gladly bring that food truck to your next gathering and provide a BBQ
smorgasbord?

Jake and The Fatman BBQ Catering Co. offers just that option. With a wealth of expe-
rience behind him, the owner Jake Cranston was built for the business and ellicottville-
NOW had a chance to speak with him about how he got started and what their company
has to offer.

Jake was very happy to tell the tale of his love for BBQ. “T’ve always been a big food guy
and BBQ has always been one of my favorites, often cooking backyard BBQs for family
parties. Once I started getting good and a lot of positive feedback, I entered a local BBQ
competition. After winning some awards people started requesting me to cater small par-
ties. I decided to start a catering business in 2013.”

We all know that there are a lot of different kinds of BBQ (and so many opinions about
which is best.) So what types of BBQ does Jake and the Fatman cover? “We offer tradi-
tional slow smoked BBQ, such as our award winning pulled pork, beef brisket, St. Louis
ribs and our house blend smoked sausage.”

And BBQ isn’t complete without the sides. They have a full menu of homemade sides in-
cluding their famous mac and cheese, roasted red potatoes and cranberry slaw. They also

make all of their own BBQ sauces - Fatman’s Original, Apple BBQ and Jalapefio BBQ.

How can you get Fatman’s finger-lickin’ goods? Rest assured they offer full service and
drop-off catering options as well as their food truck. Their full menu is available on their
website, www.jakeandthefatmanbbqg.com and they cover most of the Western NY area.

They are also involved with other another local staple place to visit. They have been
providing their pulled pork and their Fatman’s Original BBQ sauce to both of 49 Coffee
House’s locations for the past 4 years. The two companies have a great working relation-
ship and have no plan of changing that dynamic anytime soon.

Jake’s is unique. Although BBQ has gained a lot of traction in the WNY area, they don’t
offer just one particular regional style of BBQ. Having over 10 years of BBQ experience,
Jake and his team have gained knowledge in different styles of BBQ from many different
regions. Their Texas style Brisket is as simple as salt and pepper. Their Memphis style
dry ribs and pulled pork is their own unique style. Their BBQ sauce is ketchup based with
brown sugar and spices similar to Kansas City BBQ. When you add their sides - all made
from family recipes - you really get a home cooked meal every time. And their customers
really appreciate the authenticity of their BBQ.

2023 marks Jake and The Batman BBQ’s 10th year in business and they look forward to
offering high quality family made BBQ for many years to come. To get in touch with them
for catering options please visit their website at www.jakeandthefatmanbbq.com, call 716-
912-9072 or find them on Facebook and Instagram.

SHAD NOWICKI

cont. from page 04

@shadpaints

City will have around 25 celebrities and Steel City will have 30 to 35 usually every time.”

When he’s not traveling to events and conventions, Nowicki can be found in his studio
working on commissions. Some clients contact Nowicki to paint a favorite scene from
a beloved movie or television show, while others commission him to paint portraits and
special family moments. “I’'m a method painter,” he explained. “If I'm painting something
from ‘The Goonies,’ I'll have it on loop for 12 hours!”

Regarding the celebrities who commission Nowicki for special pieces, he said, “A lot of
times, it’s not them doing anything that has to do with the films. A lot of times, it’s having
to do with their families. Sometimes, they want a painting from a movie they did that’s not
a really famous one, but one they loved.”

Since high school, Nowicki has been devoted to painting, though he also works in sever-
al other mediums. “I did oils for 10 years and then realized that just takes too long,” he
laughed. “I’ve done acrylics for the past 30 years because they dry quickly and I can use a
hair dryer for extra coats. I do lots of detail work and photo realism.” Currently, Nowicki
is working on a project that has been under wraps for quite some time. “It is a movie proj-
ect, and hopefully in the next few weeks, I can talk about it!”

So what would Nowicki be doing if he wasn’t an artist? “If I never painted, I'd love to get
into special effects work,” he said. “I’ve been fortunate to meet people at the Tom Savini
School in Pittsburgh, which is known for that. I really wish they would have had that when
I was younger. I lived in the country... One thing that was available to me was painting.
Now, later on in life, I find myself doing a lot more sculpting for myself.”

Those who are interested in Nowicki’s prints or would like to commission their own icon-
ic painting can contact him through his website www.shadart.biz or through social media.

TRI-COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

cont. from page 04

- Outstanding High School Senior: This award recognizes an outstanding 2023 high
school senior graduate who will be continuing their education at any college or universi-
ty, and pursuing studies in dance, fine arts, graphic design, music, or theater. This award
comes with a $250 scholarship proudly sponsored by Hedley Brook Insurance and Chris-
tie's Boutique.

- Excellence in Arts Education: This award honors an arts educator for their work in pro-
viding art instruction that helps to guide the next generation of artists in our region and
cultivating lifelong supporters of the arts.

- Volunteer of the Year Award: Many of the region’s arts and cultural organizations rely
on volunteers to put on the show! This award recognizes the outstanding volunteer efforts
of an unpaid individual or group that has had a major impact on the arts and culture sector.
- Program of the Year: This award will honor the achievement, dedication, and creativity
of an individual or organization from each county of the three counties.

Any individuals in Allegany, Cattaraugus, and Chautauqua counties can be nominated
through July 1. Please email your name, the name of the person you are nominating, and
why you are nominating them to paula@tricountyartscouncil.org. Winners will be cele-
brated at the Celebration of the Arts (COTA) on August 13th at the Pearl City Clay House
at 220 East 2nd Street in Jamestown, NY 14701.

ARBOR DAY
cont. from page 04

Day Foundation. The Foundation provides a framework for communities to maintain and
grow their tree cover. You can see the "Tree City USA' flag flying along the asphalt path in
the arboretum. The Nannen Arboretum provides an area of nature appreciation and environ-
mental awareness. It is a peaceful and educational area for walking and selecting trees for
your home, for if it grows here, it will most likely flourish in your landscape.”

The arboretum also has great plans for the 2023 summer. Their Education Program this year
will feature a speaker each quarter. They had Lyn Chimera, Erie County Master Gardener,
speak on pruning in March. On May 3, 2023, Tim Baird, local retired Science teacher, will
speak on the Continental Glacier and Cattaraugus County. The program will take place at
6:30pm in the auditorium of the Ellicottville Town Center. Additional presentations will be
scheduled for the third and fourth quarters of the year.

Thank you, Pat, for taking the time to speak with us and for sharing such great info about the
upcoming Arbor Day Celebration. Hope to see a lot of the community there!
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IV LOUNGE

ELLICOTTVILLE, NY

WINE TASTINGS
FLIGHTS
WINE BY THE GLASS

VITAMIN INFUSION
IV HYDRATION
VITAMIN INJECTION

i (716)244-3286

14 MONROE ST, ELLICOTTVILLE | 716-699-1055
WINERYOFELLICOTTVILLE.COM
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FLAIR'S WARRIORS

KEEPING FAMILIES TOGETHER FUREVER

Dedicated to supporting the financial costs of sick & disabled dogs.

DONATE TODAY!

All donations go directly to making a difference for our cause

FLAIRSWARRIORS.ORG - 716-289-9640

WE ARE NOW READY TO START OFFERING ASSISTANCE!
Go to our website to fill out your application
*Please read the qualifications & information prior to applying to determine your eligibility*

n FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM @FLAIRSWARRIORS

$250,000

THE FRANK PITILLO
[ emoiAL LicHTING Fumo =

HELP US MOVE DOWN THE FIELD
TOWARDS OUR GOAL!

WANT TO DONATE?
Scan the code above, or send a check to:

The Cattaraugus Region Community Foundation
301 North Union Street / Suite 203 / Olean, New York 14760
(Put Frank Pitillo Lights in the memo.)
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BIKES, BURRITOS AND BREWS
ALL UNDER
, ONE ROOF!

COMBINE FORCES TO BRING YOU
DELICIOUS AND HEALTHY BURRITOS, TASTY CRAFT BREWS,
PROFESSIONAL BICYCLE SERVICE AND
EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF LOCAL CYCLING.

Stay Tuned ...
b 11 MARTHA STREET, EVL
TG @itnorhoreming 716-699-BIKE

LOWERIN' ERRS FOR 16 YERRS

BRRBER SHOP ¢

13 BRISTOL LANE
(by CCSE Credit Union)
ELLICOTTVILLE, NEW YORK

Anew Begmnmg
Massage & Spa

RENEW YOUR MIND « BODY « SOUL

MASSAGE
REFLEXOLOGY
FACIALS

WRAPS

ACTIVATED ISOLATED
STRETCHING
PACKAGES

GROUPS WELCOME

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED

Reqular : Tuesday - Friday 9am-5pm

Saturday 9am-12pm
- Beard Balm Sold Here!

RS .

Jonny Barlow, Licensed Barber

9 MONROE ST., ELLICOTTVILLE, NY

716-699-2508

www.AnewBeginningNY.com

For more info on booking
appointments, pricing & hours:

716-572-3321 - jonnybarber.biz

VIEW ALL SERVICES ON OUR WEBSITE

Martens

CLEANING SERVICES

Specializing in Commercial and Regréentm/ C/eamng

=
o

All office cleaning services discussed & designed
for your needs

No job is too small

Weekly, biweekly or monthly cleaning
options available

- »
!" t\b

=

Offering Deep cleans & carpet cleaning

585-435-7158

martenscleaning@yahoo.com

Follow us on Facebook!

Construction cleanup o]

-~

Plus rental property flips

And commercial cleaning too!

A ? |

print. web . on-demand

ellicottvilleNOW

——— LOCALLY OWNED AND PUBLISHED ———

Ellicottville’s newspaper, published weekly in print & online
subscribe at ellicottvileNOW.com

advertise

To place advertising, call our office at 716-699-9816
or email info@ellicottvillenow.com

OFFICE:
9 W. Washington Street | PO Box 1077 | Ellicottville, NY 14731

ellicottvillenow.com

@ellicottvileNOW
#evinow
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Scan the QR Code above for a thank you message from Holiday Valley
President & General Manager, Dennis Eshbaugh. We got 125 days of skiing
and riding in this past winter and we’re already excited about what is in
store for next year. But first...the Mardi Gras Xpress gets taken down and
replaced by a new High Speed 6 Pack. It’s going to be an exciting summer.

UPCOMING EVENTS

2023-2024 EARLY
PASS SALE

Buy your 2023-24 pass now
and save with the BEST rates of
the year! Includes Classic and
Ultimate Passes, plus Rangers
and Training Center Programs.
Fee free 4 payment installment
plans available.

GOLF SEASON

It’s officially golf season. The
Front © opened for the summer
on April 7 and the Back 9 will
be open soon. The Practice
Range is also open daily. So
get your clubs out of storage
and call 716-699-3939 to
book your tee time.

MUDSLIDE RUN

The most muddy fun you’ll
have all summer. Come run,
slip & slide your way through
15 different obstacles and a
lot of mud!

FIND MORE EVENT INFO AT HOLIDAYVALLEY.COM
6557 Holiday Valley Rd. | Ellicottville, NY 147311 716-699-2345

1 Come dine
X at our 2nd location
* KATY’S FLY-IN
, Route 219,
. Great Valley, NY

DOWNTOWN ELLICOTTVILLE ] C afe Serving Breakfast
* the hot spot for breakfast Lunch & Dinner
* specialty coffees & drinks ¥ On the run? Try one of our *
* Flaﬂy lunch specials o breakfast creations or
* indoor & outdoor patio dining delicious lunch combos

TO-GO!

*

) =
* OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR BREAKFAST AND LUNCH *

Washington Square % Ellicottville, NY % 716.699.8860

elllcottvﬂleNOW

LOCALLY OWNED AND PUBLISHED

@1 THE PURPLE
DOORKNOB

HLETREN

New York's

L ARGEST Selection of

SOCKS!

OVER 25,000 SOCKS IN STOCK!

11 WASHINGTON ST.

.
‘,ﬁ'}‘-’,&.‘:a

“‘II

shareyour photos W|th us'

DOWNTOWN ELLICOTTVILLE

ThePurpleDoorknob.com

play along

@ellicottvillenow
#evinow

2nd Annual

DIL Scramble

Directions in Independent Living

Course

Alieﬁuny Hills

8:00AM
9:00AM

REGISTRATION
SHOTGUN START

Prizes & Contests | Sponsorships
' LIVE MUSIC

oleanilc.org

All proceeds will go to Directions in Independent Living.
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BLUE COLLAR COMEDIAN
JEFF FOXWORTHY COMING
1O SENECA ALLEGANY

APRIL 22 - 8:00PM

By Melanie Hulick

If | said the line, “You might be a redneck if...”, there’s only one person
most people would automatically have in their mind - Jeff Foxworthy.
There is no mistaking those oh-so-funny one liners or the warm southern
accent when they’re delivered.

Foxworthy has been a staple in the comedy world for decades now and
is still selling out shows all over the country. Making a stop at the Seneca
Allegany Casino for one show only on Saturday, April 22, the comedian
continues bringing the laughs that we all need right now and considers it
the best job in the world.

I had a chance to talk with him recently (well... talk in between the laugh-
ter), and | got the chance to, as he put it, have a fun conversation - not
an interview - which he said he thoroughly enjoyed. Foxworthy is like
comfort food. Warm, inviting and addicting.

The comedian’s career started back in 1984 when he was working at
IBM and a bunch of co-workers entered him into a stand-up comedy
competition against working comedians, not amateurs, at a local come-
dy club. He won the competition, which was his first time on stage and
the rest as they say - you got it - is history. From there he garnered much
success as a stand-up comedian and has become the largest selling
comedy recording artist in history by talking about and identifying with
America’s blue collar nation. His first comedy album, “You Might Be A
Redneck If...”, released in 1993 sold more than three million copies by
1996.

His most popular bit, “You Might Be A Redneck If...” is still a favorite,
not by just fans and audiences everywhere, but by other comedians.
Teaming up with comedians Larry The Cable Guy, Bill Engvall and Ron
White in the early 2000’s, they traveled coast to coast for three full years
bringing their Blue Collar Comedy Tour to sold out venues wherever they
went.

Foxworthy has continued his comedy success through TV specials and
shows, radio shows, producing, hosting game shows and writing, au-
thoring 26 books and counting. As an enthusiast of the outdoors, this
multi-talented entertainer has his own online company, Foxworthy Out-
doors, which has Foxworthy-brand hunting and outdoor products, as
well as webisodes documenting his friends’ hunting, fishing and land
conservation journeys.

Our conversation was so much fun and | got many thoughts about his
life, but | think the thing that means the most to him is his fans that have
been with him through the years and he truly feels blessed and thankful
for the life he has because of them. | think he summed it up perfectly
saying, “At the end of the night if they’re walking out saying, ‘Oh my God
I can’t remember the last time | laughed like that’, it was worth every bit
of effort to me.”

For more on Jeff Foxworthy visit jefffoxworthy.com.
For fickets and show info visit senecacasinos.com
and click on Seneca Allegany.

A Conversation with Jeff Foxworthy

HULICK: You're doing a show on April 22 at Seneca Allegany Casino. Do you have
a Buffalo or western New York connection?

FOXWORTHY: Through the years I've been up there a lot and | think it’s because
it’s more like a blue collar city. | remember thinking the first time | played there that
I’'m a kid from the south, and | wondered is this going to work? And when | got
’Ehere I \;vas thinking hey they’re just like we are in the south with a different accent.
laughs

HULICK: (laughs) Your jokes about upstate New York are hysterical. You have hit
the nail on the head - the ones on the weather and how we handle it especially. My
husband and | were heading to the store recently and it was 41 degrees and | said
to my husband to be on the lookout for shorts and sandals. (laughs)

FOXWORTHY: (laughs) No kidding! And they do do that. (laughs) There’s always
that guy that’s got shorts and a hoodie on and it’s like 12 degrees and I'm like...
%ude! Aren’t you cold? He’s like no | ain’t cold. (laughs) That’s not normal... it’s not

K!

HULICK: (laughs) My brother moved up here from Ohio and | warned him about
the snow and the long winters and of course it’s impossible to make someone un-
derstand it. They have to experience it themselves.

FOXWORTHY: Well yeah. It depends on what you’re used to, because if we get a
half inch of snow here in Georgia there will be 100,000 people dead! (laughs) We
don’t have snow plows and all that stuff. | always say when we get an inch of snow
you know in New York they got the TV on watching all of us driving into the ditch
and walking home.

HULICK: (laughs) That’s too funny. You've done so many things in your career...
stand-up, TV, producing, radio, you’ve written books... plus you have your own
outdoor company. If you had to pick one of those things, what would you like to do
the most?

FOXWORTHY: Well | will say this. I've always been creative. | write, | paint, | draw,
I've invented games... and I'm very thankful that I've gotten to do a lot of different
things, because creatively that’s fun to try something different, but if you put a gun
to my head and said you couldn’t do but one thing, without a doubt it would be
stand-up, which is kind of unusual because most people get into stand-up as a
spring board for them to do TV and movies. Once they do that they don’t go back
and do stand-up again. For me | just love that live aspect of it. | love looking in the
people’s faces... you know two seconds after it’s out of your mouth if it’s funny or
not. I've always done a lot of couples stuff - talked a lot about men and women
and why does my wife do this and why | drive my wife crazy doing that, so when
I’'m looking out as I'm telling this stuff and you see people elbowing each other or
they’re pointing at the other one you realize that - oh I've taken a part of their real
life that they don’t think of as funny and made them laugh at themselves. There’s so
many different ways to do stand-up, but that’s the way | want to do it. | just assume
that if | think something or my wife says something, or my family does something
| just assume other people are thinking and saying and doing the same thing. So
when they come backstage and say... oh my gosh you’ve been in our house...
that’s just such a great compliment to me. You made them laugh at themselves.

HULICK: We need you guys more than ever these days...

FOXWORTHY: It’s a very weird time in our country. We've lost the ability to laugh
at ourselves and now we live in a world where everyone has to be right. That’s why
people beat each other up on social media is they have to be right. Well when you
have to be right that means somebody else needs to be wrong and no one wants to
engage in a conversation where they have to be wrong. One of the advantages of
age is you realize that, hell I've been wrong about so many things in my life. There’s
things | argued vehemently against when | was 20 that | now argue vehemently
for. The truth is we’re all wrong about something and we’re all wrong about a lot of
somethings and so if you give up that need to be right, and if you have that ability to
laugh at yourself, | think it makes it all so much easier because that’s what comedi-
ans do... they’re truth tellers. We hold things up and think why do we do this? Does
anybody else have a mother that does this? Or does anybody’s husband do this?
That’s what connects us and that’s what stand-up is all about is geographically we
may be from different places but it’s finding those common threads that we have.
We've kind of lost that and we need to get back to that.

HULICK: | know. Things are so different these days in many ways. Then you add
in being “politically correct” and you get slammed around every corner you try and
turn.

FOXWORTHY: Right! | don’t have to agree with you, and I'm not offended if you be-
lieve something, but you don’t have the right to make me believe the same thing. It’s
very funny actually because comedians think about words; you know that because
you’re a writer, and | think it’s very ironic that we live in an age where people are
screaming for tolerance and diversity but the minute somebody doesn’t think, vote
or act like they do they want to ruin their life and ironically that is neither tolerant or
diverse. What makes life go round is we'’re not the same. God infinitely created a
million different trees and a million different fish and it would be awfully boring if we
all looked and voted and thought the same way.

HULICK: Was there a moment when you knew you made it?

FOXWORTHY: Yes, | think for me it was... of course young people wouldn’t under-
stand this, but when | grew up it was being on Johnny Carson. When you went on
his show they would tell you that if Johnny doesn’t like your stand-up routine at the
end of your six minutes he would just clap. If he likes you he'll give you that big OK
sign, and if he loved you he’ll call you over to the couch for a chat. When | got to
the end of my six minutes | was scared to look because it was kind of like Caesar
deciding do | live or do | die.

HULICK: (laughs) Thumbs up or thumbs down.

FOXWORTHY: (laughs) Yes. When | looked he was waving me over to the couch.
A few years ago | was doing the Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon and one of the
producers came up to me and said they had gone back through some of the old
files and they’d found this, as he handed me this 8x10 picture of me sitting on the

Jeff Foxworthy Interview” continued page 12
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Letter: Thank You For Your Support to Help Canines in Need

f <

o

It’s because of all your support and kindness that Willow and I were able to do something
so special for such a deserving family. Meg and her parents melted my heart this week
with their passion and generosity to help animals in need and just being all around won-
derful people.

Megan has dreamt of having her own rescue since she was a kid and her dreams are so
close to becoming a reality with this beautiful property they acquired in 2019. Willow
and I got to take a tour of the property and the barn that will house dogs later this year.
I can already picture all the happy dogs running through the rolling fields, swimming in
the pond and hiking through the miles of trails. Pieces of the land are named after dogs
that impacted Meg’s life and lead her down this path. I couldn’t help but tear up when her
mom asked me why I would do something so nice for people I’ve never met before. It’s
always been because I love animals and to help people who selflessly look out for them.

As we’ve done the past few years now, Willow and I have custom created and sold inspir-
ing Willy-Goat Adventures calendars featuring Willow and her canine friends, with all
proceeds going towards animals in need. This year we chose Celebration of Canine Lives
Sanctuary to help them in their quest to get established. And this year, just like years past,
we hit our goal!

Willow and I would not have been able to raise $1,000 for Celebration of Canine Lives
Sanctuary, Inc. if it weren’t for our community’s generosity and support! Read more about
CCLS and their mission on their website (celebrationofcaninelives.com) and give them a
follow! There’s also an option to donate on the site if at some point you can help out. No
amount is too small and I wholeheartedly know that it will make an impact on Meg and
her family and the future dogs of CCLS.

- Ashley Baron and Willow

JEFF FOXWORTHY INTERVIEW

cont. from page 11

couch talking to Johnny and Johnny had his head back and his mouth was wide
open laughing. They asked me if | would like to have it and | teared up. That was
a million years ago and | had nothing from that first time on the show and | said
to them, you don’t know what this means to me, because that was my whole goal
in life at that point, and | remember going home that night and laying in bed think-
ing... | don’t have a plan... that was all | ever wanted to do.

HULICK: (laughs) Now what, huh?
FOXWORTHY: (laughs) Exactly! Now what?

HULICK: We still watch that show on one of those retro stations and it is just so
funny how people acted back then.

FOXWORTHY: He was the best. He knew how to make everybody look good. He
didn’t have to top you, he was happy with promoting you.

HULICK: What is the funniest joke or one liner that you heard another comedian
say?

FOXWORTHY: Jay Leno told me one not long ago (going into his best Jay Leno
imitation)... You know people always say they can’t remember... meaning you'll
be on stage for an hour and a half and people will come back after the show and
say | couldn’t stop laughing and | can’t remember a thing you said. So he goes on
to say here’s a joke that’s totally clean and short and easy to remember. A man
and a woman were married for 30 years and the woman passed away. When
they were carrying her casket into the church for the funeral they cut a corner too
sharp and banged it against the wall. They heard this muffled voice, so they set
it down and opened it up and she was alive! She sat up, she climbed out. She
lived for 30 more years and then she passed away and as they were carrying
her casket into the church the husband shouted... watch the corner... watch the
corner! (laughs)

HULICK: (laughs) Oh my God! (laughs)
FOXWORTHY: (laughs) And it’s totally clean, but it’s funny. He told me that and
| stood there and laughed for five minutes. | said to him... that’s brilliant! (laughs)

HULICK: Jay just played at the same place you’re going to play.

FOXWORTHY: He’s never going to quit. There’s a few of us like Seinfeld and Jim
Gaffigan that are that way thinking stand-up is the greatest thing in the world. We
do it because we absolutely love it. People ask me why | don'’t retire and | say
because | still love doing it. I've always had this fear that | didn’'t want to be the
person that stayed at the dance too long. | didn’t want to be that comic where
people would be saying... oh my God, do you remember when he used to be
funny and he’s not funny anymore. My wife always tells me that if | listen closely
to the audience they will tell you and you’re not there yet because they are still
laughing hard.

HULICK: You know what Jeff? When that time comes maybe they’re not laughing
because they’ve changed, not you.

FOXWORTHY: | hadn’t even thought about that... and they have changed... it’s a
different environment. You know 20 years ago | never edited when | was writing.
I’'m not cruel or mean natured so if | said something that would hurt somebody’s
feelings | wouldn’t say it. But now you find yourself in an environment where as
I’'m writing everything down long hand - yes | still do that before | put it in the
computer - I'll find myself hyper focusing on it making sure there’s nothing there
that somebody’s going to get offended about and comics shouldn’t write that way.
I know I'm not alone in that because my friends are saying they find themselves
doing the same thing. | think we’re taking ourselves too seriously.

HULICK: | agree. | interviewed Larry The Cable Guy a few years back and |
asked him what the funniest joke or one liner he’s heard another comedian say
and he said right away... | have one you can print and one you can’t because
you’ll get in trouble.

FOXWORTHY: Hopefully it swings back because we’re all idiots and none of us
have life figured out. What you find as you age is some things aren’t worth fighting
about, it’s not worth getting worked up about.

HULICK: There’s two things | could not do without in a day and that’s laughter

and music.

FOXWORTHY: They’re both that release valve that keep you from going crazy.
I am so blessed because both of my girls live 10 to 12 minutes away and when
they come over, which is usually about every day, we’re always laughing... al-
ways laughing, and I’'m so thankful to have a life like that.

HULICK: The fact that your life includes making other people laugh, it doesn’t
get better than that.

FOXWORTHY: Yes, and I've always viewed it that way. | never felt like | had
a job. | have the greatest occupation in the world. | love what | do. Sometimes
| think... don’t say that out loud because they’ll make you get a job picking up
heavy stuff. Just keep your head down and your mouth shut until they catch on.

HULICK: (laughs) Did you always want to be a comedian? Were you funny as a
kid?

FOXWORTHY: | was always funny. | grew up in a little blue collar town and |
didn’t know that being a comedian was an option. As a kid | would save my al-
lowance and | would buy comedy records. In the early days it was Flip Wilson,
Bob Newhart and Cosby and | would memorize them and | would go to school
and perform them. | was a good student; my report cards were good, but it was
said that | was always trying to make everybody laugh and | talked too much. |
didn’t think that was a career option, | always thought you had to go do a job you
didn’t like, which | did. The only reason | ever went on stage was because | was
working at IBM fixing machines and | worked with a bunch of guys that went to
the comedy club all the time and they kept coming to work saying... Foxworthy
you're funnier than these people and you need to do this. They entered me in a
comedy competition. Not for amateur night, this was a competition for working
comedians and | was like... crap you all... | don’t even have material! | went home
and wrote five minutes about my family and | went on stage and | was a nervous
wreck, but | knew a minute and a half into it... | thought this is it... this is what |
want to do. Mark Twain said one time that the two biggest days of your life are
the day you were born and the day you figured out why. This was me figuring out
why | was born, this is my gift. | won the competition that first night on stage. |
remember driving home beating on my steering wheel saying... oh this is it! | quit
my job at IBM. My mother’s first question was... are you on the dope? Whatever
the dope was!

HULICK: (laughs) No way!

FOXWORTHY: (laughs) | said no and | think | can do this. Five years later | was
on Johnny Carson. The first thing my mother said about that was... well you
know you wasted all those years at IBM.

HULICK: (laughs) Oh my God! (laughs)
FOXWORTHY: I'm like, oh for crying out loud mother... you can’t have it both
ways.

HULICK: (laughs) She’s your mother and she’s thinking I’'m going to have the
final logical word. That’s hysterical!
FOXWORTHY: A-b-s-0-l-u-t-e-I-y!

HULICK: How did your show, “Are You Smarter than a 5th Grader” come about?
FOXWORTHY: Mark Burnett called me and asked if | would ever consider host-
ing a game show and | said no. | don’t think so. It just seems cheesy to me. |
asked what the premise was and he said adults taking an elementary school test
for a shot at a million bucks. | started laughing and said that’s brilliant because
everybody’s going to think they can do it. So | thought that | could still be funny
while good naturedly ribbing people. So we did it for six years and | loved doing
it. | never would have thought I'd enjoy something like that. | said early on | don't
know why my brain has hung onto all the lyrics from the theme song from Gilli-
gan’s Island, but it deleted everything about triangles. Your brain’s like... we don’t
need that so get rid of it, but keep the Gilligan’s Island thing... we might need
that.

HULICK: (laughs) Jeff | have had so much fun talking to you and | can’t wait to
see you on April 22. Do you have a message for your fans that will be coming
out to see you?

FOXWORTHY: Yes. I'm so grateful to them that because of them | have been
allowed to do this for so long and I've never taken that for granted. I'm always
thinking about how can | put a night together that they’ll be glad they came. |
don’t take for granted their time and their hard earned money they spend on me.
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TOP TOP

4110 Irish Hollow $390,000
Secluded Paradise! Get away from it
all at this well-built log home!

3 bdrm 2 bath sq ft. 1,428

New Listing!

T
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from the comfort of yours!
Our photographer is part of our team--right here in Ellicottville, = "
done the day you list with us! E 1

HOLIMONT

New Yorke’s finest
Mountain Bike Park

Over 7 miles of Trails serviced by Sunset Lift
with direct access to 35+ miles of Singletrack
including an IMBA Epic in McCarty Hill and
Little Rock City State Forrest.

Projected Opening Day: May 27th, 2023

Daily Lift Access
Pre-Season Pass
In-Season Pass
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FOR SALE EMPLOYMENT PUBLIC NOTICES SERVICES

FOR SALE: AKC REGISTERED Cava-
lier King Charles Spaniel puppies for sale.
Raised in Little Valley, NY. Please call or
text 716-801-6322 to learn more or find
additional information at bonnieandclyde
cavalier.com.

EMPLOYMENT

POSITION AVAILABLE: If you're
looking for a position that pervades
every facet of the tourism industry
and allows the most room for move-
ment and advancement, a career at the
Ellicottville Chamber of Commerce
may be the option for you. From being
part of an exciting, fun and busy office
environment, assisting in producing
and presenting 18 annual events and
festivals and working with our team
creating social media marketing cam-
paigns, you will always be busy.

Experience in social media and Mic-
rosoft office products is a must, as is a
great personality.

You will be part of a community cul-
ture that attracts over 1.5 million vis-
itors annually and grows in leaps and
bounds. The successful applicant re-
quires a good knowledge of Ellicott-
ville and the surrounding region and
must be comfortable in communicating
with a large membership.

For more information on a career with
the Ellicottville Chamber of Commerce
or to schedule an interview, just drop us
an email at info@ellicottvilleny.com.

LEAD CARPENTER: Must have at least
5 years experience. Apply in person to
G .M. Nickolson Construction, Inc. 42 Mill
Street, Ellicottville, NY 14731 or email:
gmnickolson@aol.com.

EXPERIENCED CARPENTERS: Ap-
ply to G.M. Nickolson Construction, Inc.
42 Mill Street, Ellicottville, NY 14731 or
email: gmnickolson@aol.com.

NOW HIRING: The Gado-Gado team is
looking for a hardworking and motivated in-
dividual. Must be available on weekends and
festivals. Email resume to gadogado98@
hotmail.com. This is a yearly position.

THE SILVER FOX STEAKHOUSE is
looking for experienced Kitchen Staff. Mail
resume to P.O. Box 146, Ellicottville, NY
14731 or email silverfoxeville@aol.com.

EMPLOYMENT

POSITION OPENING:

SPEECH PATHOLOGIST
The Ellicottville Central School Dis-
trict has an anticipated opening for a
full-time Speech Pathologist with a
start date of September 2023. Minimum
qualifications: 1) Master of Arts or Sci-
ence Degree in Speech Language Pa-
thology or Communication Disorders in
Science, and 2) New York State license
to practice speech-language patholo-
gy. Interested Candidates are invited
to apply at: https://ellicottvillecentral.
recruitfront.com/JobOpportunities. The
deadline to apply is Wednesday, April
19,2023. EOE

Family Owned and Operated since 1979

FAST. RELIABLE SERVICE

PROPANE » GENERATORS * SPACE HEATERS » WATER HEATERS » GARAGE HEATERS

10035 U.S. Route 219 - West Valley, NY 14171

716-592-7242
TOLL-FREE 800-640-0370

After-Hours Emergency: 716-592-7242 Ext. 5

hollandpropane.com

ADOPT ME

Generac Generators
Propane and Gas

please?

Hi there! My name is Archie.

- |

Navian
Water Heaters

| am an extremely active, energetic & playful Australian
Cattle Dog and Blue Heeler Mix. | am loyal once | get to
know you and am very willing to learn. | need someone
who moves around all day long. | prefer women. |

will avoid men and be too much for small kids. I like

to play with other dogs, but might be too active for
some. | will be so good for the right environment.

my
- o

FIND ME AT
EMPIRERESCUE.ORG

empirerescue@gmail.com
PO Box 445 | Salamanca, NY 14779 i‘} ;

VILLAGE OF ELLICOTTVILLE, NO-
TICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: PLEASE
TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be
held by the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Ellicottville on Tuesday, April 18th at 6:00
PM. in person located at One West Wash-
ington or via zoom, go to https://www.elli-
cottvillegov.com/village.html. At the Public
Hearing the Village Board of Trustees will
receive comments on: A Local Law #2 of the
year 2023. This Local Law shall be known
as “Amendment to the Zoning Map of the
Village of Ellicottville as it pertains to 7 East
Washington St. (SBL 55.036-1-23.1)”.

VILLAGE OF ELLICOTTVILLE - NO-
TICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: PLEASE
TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will
be held by the Board of Trustees of the Vil-
lage of Ellicottville on Tuesday, April 18th
at 6:00 P.M. in person located at One West
Washington or via zoom, go to https://www.
ellicottvillegov.com/village.html. At the
Public Hearing the Village Board of Trust-
ees will receive comments on: A Local Law
#3 of the year 2023. A local law of the year
2023 Amending Local Law #1 of the year
2019 entitled “zoning local law” as amended
from Time to time.

COMMUNITY

THE FITNESS CENTER AT ELLICOT-
TVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL (weight
room) is now open to the public on Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays (on days
that school is in session) from 4:00-7:00pm
through May 31. Individuals must sign
in each time. For additional information,
please contact the school at 716-699-2316.

STUDENT COUNCIL HOT DOG
SALE: On Tuesday, May 16, the Ellicott-
ville Central School student council will
host a fundraiser in front of the school from
11:00am-6:00pm. For a $5 donation enjoy
a hot dog, chips, drink and dessert! Hope to
see you there!

ROVER MAKEOVERS: Professional
pet grooming. Owned and operated local-
ly by mother and daughter, Teresa Mercer
and Calla Wagner. Call 716-364-2302 for
an appointment. 16 Elizabeth St., Ellicott-
ville. “YOUR DOG IS OUR DOG.”

DANKANDEFER PLUMBING & HEAT-
ING: Serving Ellicottville and surrounding
areas. Call 716-583-2034 or 716-945-5848.

MARTENS CLEANING SERVICE:
Professional carpet cleaning, deep cleans,
construction clean-up, grout and tile clean-
ing, residential and business cleaning.
For a quote or to book your cleaning, call
Christina Martens, 585-435-7158.

FURNITURE REPAIR: Cosmetic and
structural repairs for wood, upholstery and
mechanisms. On-site or in-shop. Pumpkin
Hollow Furniture. 716-604-6426. Find us
on FB for before and after pictures.

PLACE YOUR AD: Classified ads appear
in both print and online! $10 per issue up to
40 words, 25¢ each additional word. Call
716-699-9816, stop by 9 W. Washington
St. or email info@ellicottvilleNOW.com.

COMMUNITY

BLOOD DRIVE: The American Red
Cross will host a Blood Drive on Friday,
April 21 from 1:00-6:00pm in the commu-
nity room at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
6360 Route 242, Ellicottville, NY. You can
schedule your appointment by going to
redcrossblood.org.

OPEN HOUSE: Please join us at Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension of Cattaraugus
County, 28 Parkside Drive, Ellicottville,
for an Open House and Dick Rivers’ retire-
ment party, 4:00-7:00pm. It will be a great
time to honor Rivers’ years as executive di-
rector and tour the newly renovated build-
ing. Refreshments will be available.

SNOWMAKERS BALL

Event Next Week; There’s Still Time to Donate Auction Items!

Villaggio’s Annual Snowmakers Ball is happening Thursday, April 20 from 5:00-9:00pm,
to honor those who make Ellicottville’s ski season possible. This is Villaggio’s way of
thanking all the snowmakers, groomers, lift operators, maintenance crews, office staff
and others for all the hard work they put in throughout the winter months to make Holiday
Valley and HoliMont great for visiting guests. The event is open to the entire community,
S0 everyone can come out to show their appreciation for these heroes.

Restaurants from all over town are donating food (set up buffet style) and Tim Britt
will be performing from 5:30-8:30pm. Local sculptor and winner of Food Network’s
“Outrageous Pumpkins” Eric Jones will be on-site doing free caricature drawings. There
is no cover charge; however, donations are being accepted for the Frank Pitillo Memo-
rial Lighting Fund, which is raising money to install new lights for Ellicottville Central

School’s football field.

Besides great entertainment and food, the Snowmakers Ball will feature a silent auction
featuring some really great items donated by businesses, organizations and individuals
throughout the Ellicottville community. Villaggio is continuing to accept donations for
silent auction items; those who would like to contribute can contact Andrea Austin via
email at andrea@villaggioevel.com or call the restaurant at 716-699-2199 to make ar-

rangements for drop-off or pick-up.

ELLICOTTVILLE LIBRARY
Spring Activities for Both Kids and Adults!

Spring is officially here and the weather is (finally) warming up. The changing of the
seasons doesn’t just bring green grass and pretty flowers; it also signals new activities
and programs at the Ellicottville Memorial Library. They’ve got a lot of great things

going on, so let’s explore!

Back for 2023 is the Adult Reading Challenge. One year, 12 books (or a book a
month) based on that month’s theme. The challenge for the month of April is “Read a
Book Because You Liked the Cover.” Once you’ve completed the challenge, just stop
in to the library and fill out a drawing slip. (It doesn’t matter if you missed the first
couple challenges, anyone can jump in at anytime.) The challenge is always listed in
the library’s newsletter, so make sure you are signed up to receive it!

Tuesdays at 2:00pm are always a great time to bring your kids (or yourself) into the
library for Crafts with Cathy. And Wednesday is Story Time from 9:30-10:00am.
For additional activities, head to the library’s website, ellicottvillelibrary.org. The
Ellicottville Memorial Library is located at 6499 Maples Road, phone 716-699-2842.
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Share your photos with us

and see them in our InstaNOW Photo Gallery!
Upload your photos using #evinow / tag us.
It’'s THAT easy! @

H H Tagged images serve as granted permission for use by ellicottvilleNOW for
FO”OW US On |nStag ram @ el I I COtt\" I Ien OW promotional purposes of any kind in print < online » and on social media platforms.

Qellicottvillefarmersmarket: IT’S OFFICIAL!! The EFM Community Herb
Garden at the Nannen Arboretum is a go for Summer 2023! #freshherbs

A N e
PRE

Qj_kruzin: Sunrise hike at Holiday Valley. #evinow Qsk8evl: The Grindline crew Qhiyfarm: A brisk WNY day
#holidayvalley @ellicottvillenow is back at it! #evinow outside. #farmlife #wnyspring

Qsnowbeltgardens: Holy Oyster
Mushrooms! #harvest #evinow

In a world where you can
be anything...

QellicottvilleNOW: Lunch time craving? Burritos, beers and bikes.
#evinow #shoplocal #eatlocal #ellicottvilleny

Qlrainingken: Hiding behind my Qcaitysogreaty: A rainy afteroon with our giraffe friends
favorite paper! #evinow #powerpoems #ellicottvilleskatepark #ellicottvillenow #bekind

Qbaroness_abcinema: Canine Lives Sanctuary #itsfortheanimals Qteam_pritchard: Some sunny images from this past Easter Qlexvogt: Not sure it gets better than
#animalrescue #evinow #goodcause #savealife #beautifulweather #springishere #evinow #getoutside this! #evinow #holimont
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 THURSDAY, APRIL 20 | 5rm-9pm

CELEBRATING OUR FRIENDS WHO MAKE IT SNOW

A SPECIAL EVENING TO THANK THE INVALUABLE MOUNTAIN
MAINTENANCE CREWS AND HARDWORKING OPERATIONS
STAFFS AT BOTH HOLIDAY VALLEY AND HOLIMONT SKI AREA.

488 SNACKS FHl AREA RESTAURANTS | BASKET RAFFLES
& * LIVE MUSIC i/ TIM BRITT PLAING 5:30-8:30 * |
" FREE CHARACTER DRAWINGS bY ERIC JONES |

| 3
THE WINNER OF FOOD NETWORK “OUTRAGEOUS PUMPKINS” SEASON 3 L_.
0w AIMSSION FREE # 282 v pir it memontat Lianrs Funp E

MAKE A RESERVATION AT VILLAGGIOEVL.COM

Vi ABE0

7 MONROE STREET | ELLICOTTVILLE, NEW YORK 14731 | 716.699.2199 | VILLAGGIOEVL.COM

FRIDAYASE EUNBAY
FISHERYSEPASTABAR
ERIMERID
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