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Dressing Up Ellicottville In Winter

The Alley Katz Continue to Beautify the Downtown Village, Season After Season

@alleykatzevl

Ellicottville, the quaint ski town known
for its hallmark views, doesn’t just
wake up looking this good. It takes so
many here that work around the clock
to achieve the aesthetic and experi-
ence we want visitors to take in. At the
heart of this is a team of ladies who
call themselves the Alley Katz, bring-
ing life with their flower displays to the
village since 1979. It all started when
a group of women took to cleaning the
alleyway between the 1887 Building &
The Banq Cocktail Lounge (formerly
M&T Bank). Someone commented on
their resemblance to a bunch of cats
digging through the trash, and thus, the
‘Alley Katz’ were born.

Each year 44 barrels of flowers and 50
hanging baskets are put out on display
all throughout the village. From sum-
mer to fall and now into winter, this
group of dedicated ladies continue to
beautify Ellicottville.

... page 04

HOLIMONT OPENING FOR THE SEASON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17

HoliMont will open to members this Saturday, December 17 with Exhibition slope and lift running. For non-members, the season will begin
Monday, December 19. HoliMont is excited to announce significant improvements made over the summer months - widening trails, increasing
snowmaking, and relocating the Rabbits Run conveyor belt, which will help improve the beginner area by providing more space and learning
opportunities for all ages and levels of experience. Read up on more HoliMont news, including the Weekday Experience Pass and the reopen-
ing of Gear Up Retail & Rental Shop for those last-minute holiday gifts, seasonal rentals, tuning, and repairs ... page 08

The Gift of
Giving that
Gives Back

Who doesn’t enjoy
sauntering the side-
walks of our busy
little town, dipping
in and out of all the
unique shops and
filling bag after bag
with handpicked
holiday gifts for
family, friends and
co-workers? If you’ve
been following
@ellicottvillenow on
social media, you’ve
gotten a glimpse of
the many one-of-a-
kind items avail-
able from our local
businesses, and we’ve
curated a list of ideas
for every member in
your circle.

On top of supporting
small business, we’d
like to also chal-
lenge you to choose
a gift that gives back.
Many area organiza-
tions offer special
holiday promotions
with proceeds sup-
porting their mission.
In every case, it’s a
win-win!

... page 03

THE LITTLE BLUE RANCH

Country Rustic Magazine Features Vintage-Style Great Valley Home

@thelittleblueranch

What began as a hobby during the
early days of the Covid-19 pandemic
has become a home décor passion that
landed Kaitie Samland a feature spot
in Country Rustic magazine. Page 50
of the Winter 2022 issue, “A Great Val-
ley Christmas Cabin,” features Sam-
land’s Great Valley home decked out
in her signature vintage-themed décor
that is as inspirational as it is festive.
Known by her Instagram handle @
thelittleblueranch, Samland has made
a name for herself in the home décor
world, and her recipes, DIY projects,
and unabashed Buffalo Bills fandom
are sure to spark anyone’s creative side.

@thecitygarage
photo / @ellicottvillenow

SKISHOP Q&A: INTERVIEW WITH THE CITY GARAGE

Continuing with our ski and snowboard shop interviews, this week we made a

stop at The City Garage, a namestay that needs no introduction. With a cool vibe

and a passionate staff to match, The CG is in full winter swing, setting skis, fit-

! - ¢ ting boots, and outfitting its customers with fashionable winter apparel for both

of Little Blue Ranch being decorating, on and off the hill. We talked with shop manager Trey Clauss, who let us in on

DIY and my felt flowers.” this year’s top product picks, the “back kitchen” and their beloved Telestock
.. page 15 event - a day of peace, love and telemark skiing ... page 07

“Little Blue Ranch began back in 2020
when everything shut down,” Samland
explained. “It started with my crafting
and kind of evolved into this umbrella

IRISH CHRISTMAS BRINGS IN OVER $15K FOR FAMILIES IN NEED 04 | STAYING HYDRATED THROUGH WINTER 18
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FOOD. FUN. FAMILY. GO

I'M

DREAMING

OF A LOCAL 20+ BEERS
ON TAP

CHRISTMAS

DAILY SPECIALS
LATE NIGHT MENU
CATERING
PRIVATE PARTIES
VIDEO GAMES

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! POOL TABLE
MON-FRI 4pm - 1am FREE WIFI

SAT & SUN 12pm - 1Tam
5 East Washington St. - Ellicottville, NY 14731
716-699-1226 . finnertystaproom.com

Grow your heart
three sizes... Holiday
and shop local. Specials

1 1 CAVIT PINOT GRIGIO
#BeLikeGrinch | 1T GR
CUPCAKE WINES
) $9.99 - $3 MIR $6.99
SOUTHERN TIER’S ELITE WINE & LIQUOR RETAILER SMIRNOFF PEPPERMINT TWIST

Newtly Remodeled foo . .. RUMCHATA PEPPERMINT BARK

KAHLUA PEPPERMINT MOCHA

An EVEN Better Selection! & Even Better Prices!!

SHOP GREAT BRANDS LIKE:

SMALL BUSIN ESS SEASONTM Captain Morgan, Southern Comfort, Smirnoff, Svedka, Malibu,

Bacardi, Can Club, Jim Beam, Jagermeister, José Cuervo,
Tanqueray, Dewar’s, Parrot Bay, Johnnie Walker, 7crown,
Grey Goose, Absolut and so much more!

For*more information: 716-372-4433
www.oleanny.com « www.enchantedmountains.com 1411 W. State St. | Olean, NY 14760 | 716-372-8393 | allenswineandliquor.com
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@willygoat_adventures

Willow and her mom, Ashley, continue their mission to help local animal
shelters through the sale of ‘Adventures of Willy Goat’ calendars.

The Gift of Giving that Gives Back

Who doesn’t enjoy sauntering the sidewalks of our busy little town, dipping in and out of all
the unique shops and filling bag after bag with handpicked holiday gifts for family, friends
and co-workers? If you’ve been following us on social media over the past few weeks, you've
gotten a glimpse of the many one-of-a-kind items available from our local businesses - Hima-
layan bath salts from Ellicottville Salt Cave, 14731 mugs from Daff, crystal gemstone jewelry
from Good For the Spirit Gifts, adorable Santa puppy socks from The Purple Doorknob...

We’ve curated a list of wonderful gift ideas for every member in your circle. Check our FB
and IG pages regularly (@ellicottvilleNOW) as we continue to post popular must-give gifts
that you can find locally.

On top of supporting small business, I'd like to also challenge you to choose a gift that gives
back. Many area organizations offer special holiday promotions with proceeds supporting
their mission. In every case, it’s a win-win! Here are a few of our top picks:

FUNDRAISING FOR OUR FURRY FRIENDS

For the past four years, local videographer Ashley Baron and her pup, Willow, have been
spearheading a calendar drive to help support animal shelters in our area. The 2023 Willow
Calendar is now available, and unlike previous years, this year the public can order calen-
dars online and have them drop-shipped to anywhere in the U.S.

Go to createphotocalendars.com and search “Willy Goat” in the calendar shop section (or
find the link on IG @willygoat_adventures). Choose your size, head to checkout, and you’ve
just made gift-giving to friends AND animals in need so easy!

Empire Animal Rescue Society (EARS) has been the recipient of Willy Goat calendars
since the calendar’s inception, however, this year, Willow and her owner have decided to
spread the love, choosing a new rescue to donate proceeds to. Celebration of Canine Lives
Sanctuary (CCLS) of Cuba, NY is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization in the process of
building a rescue/sanctuary for homeless dogs. The group purchased property in the Fall of
2019 and are now in the process of readying the land and facilities for four-legged friends in
need. The next step for CCLS is getting electricity in the barn, which is estimated at $4,000.
Your purchase of a Willy Goat calendar will help them accomplish this! As soon as the barn
has heat, CCLS can finish the first dog room and begin taking in pups! Learn more about
CCLS at celebrationofcaninelives.com.

FOR THE LOVE OF ART

The Tri-County Arts Council (TCAC) brings art and culture together, offering a number of
artist exhibits, classes and workshops throughout the year that support the council’s mission
of advocating for the creation and appreciation of art in the 3-county territory of Cattarau-
gus, Allegany and Chautauqua. During the holiday season, TCAC puts special emphasis on
showcasing many of their member artists in what they’ve titled, “A Little Something Small
Works Member Show™.

Featuring 55 artists with close to 150 original pieces on display and available for sale, the
Small Works Show opens up opportunity for the public to not only support our local art-
ists, but share these amazing art pieces with loved ones through the power of holiday gift-
ing. Browse a wide array of media in-person at TCAC’s gallery, 110 W. State Street in Ole-
an, or shop from the comfort of your couch via tricountyartscouncil.org. You’ll find works

“NOW This... The Gift of Giving” continued page 21

7 ACRES!

Build your dream home on
this 7 mostly wooded acre

2 HOUSES /1 PRICE!

Spacious 3BR, 2BA remod-
eled home plus renovated
1BR, 1BA in-law/rental cot-

tage.
MLS#B1412696 ... $129,900

TINA J. DILLON

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

716-474-5646

thedillonteam@gmail.com
OFFICE: 34 WASHINGTON ST., ELLICOTTVILLE, NY ¢ PHONE: 716-699-4695

WWW.TINADILLON.NET

15 ACRES & POND!

Move out to the country &
enjoy this secluded 2BR, 1BA
cabin w/ wood stove, covered

front porch and shed.
MLS#B1417861 ... $239,900

parcel that is only 5 miles to
downtown Ellicottville.
MLS#B1432902 ... $74,900

finE@R

FULL & PART TIME OPPORTUNITIES

» Food & Beverage Supervisors « Servers «
Bartenders « Cashiers . Line Cooks « Baristas «
Dishwashers « Bussers

Stop in. Take a tour. Join a great team!

Perks include flexible work schedules and
great benefits; including a ski pass for you and
your family!

Daily Open Interviews 8:30AM - 4PM through
December at 6557 Holiday Valley Rd.
Call 716-699-2010 to pre-register.

Visit Our Showroom: 5659 Herman Hill Road, Hamburg, NY 14075
See our large selection of doors at www.hamburgdoor.com

16-649-360
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AN EVENING OF IRISH MAGIC

Bob McCarthy’s Irish Christmas Fundraiser a Roaring Success

40 YEARS OF BEAUTIFICATION

The Alley Katz Continue to ‘Dress Up’ Ellicottville, Even During the Winter Months

@alleykatzevl

By T EVL ELr

By CArTLIN CROFT

Bob McCarthy’s Irish Christmas, held Friday, Dec. 9 at EBC, was by far the best ever. After
a two-year hiatus from the live event, a large crowd came out to celebrate the 16th annual
Fundraiser. A brief comment by Mayor Burrell preceded the live auction hosted by Brooks
LeFeber of Brookslefeberauctions.com, and at a frantic pace, the bids started to soar.

Incredibly, bids for a great EVL Themed Stainless Steel Fire Pit created and donated
by Barrett Price of Bear Metal Works in Buffalo, skyrocketed. As usual, many came
to donate via generously bidding on Live auction items. The custom Fire Pit saw rapid
fire bidding back and forth, finally being won by Tina Dillon, who is always a generous
supporter, while a second themed Fire Pit sold to Lynn Mayer. Bob’s original creations
were sprinkled in throughout, with his Irish Cabinet selling to Erin Cornelius. Ed Fred-
erickson once again used his creative genius and woodworking skills to put together an
array of handmade gems in the Bob tradition. His beautiful Cedar Chest sold to Dan
Minner and his unique Birdhouses were very popular. The Traditional Irish Whiskey
Basket donated by Cynthia & Mike sold to a very thirsty family. The auction was limited
to 15 items so it was complimented with an Irish basket raffle with a great assortment of
Christmas gifts. This basket raffle, organized by Erin Cornelius, Brooke Szpaicher and
Mila Clauss, was a great addition and will certainly be back next year.

This year’s event could not have happened without our host, the Ellicottville Brewing
Company, who again went above and beyond to support Bob’s night! They are so gen-
erous to the Foundation, this year donating the proceeds from special beer and wine
sales to the fund. Brew Master Dan Minner’s tribute to Bob, “McCarthy Irish Red”, was
enjoyed to the delight of many in the crowd. Laura Kohler and Mike Rogers’ expertise
made staging this party easy and fun for the committee, while EBC’s spacious new Beer
Hall and their friendly staff were the perfect hosts.

It was obvious that many of our benefactors opened up their hearts and wallets to support
The Bob McCarthy Foundation’s Santa’s Workshop & the Sheriff Santa program. The
auction by far surpassed all prior ones, setting a new record of $15,000! A very special
donation of $1,500 was made during the event by Trey Clauss on behalf of Sean Lowes
and The City Garage. This was a result of their Film fundraiser held at The Depot this fall.
Additionally, a number of generous people chose to donate directly to the Foundation. As
these donations normally continue through the end of the year, we anticipate surpassing
previous years’ highs by over 25%. In the current economy, that is truly amazing.

PandaGoat Media - that is Brenda Perks and Meaghan Lucarelli - did a great job on the
artwork and promotional material. Heather Sullivan of Heather J Sullivan Consulting
worked her magic with the website and Facebook. Brooks LeFeber hosting the auction,
as always made it both entertaining and successful with a local’s flair.

As is always the case, our great local publications, EllicottvilleNOW and The Villager
provided promotion of the event both online and in print, helping us greatly. The Cham-
ber of Commerce’s online promotion featured with The Stroll weekend was also greatly
appreciated.

A special thanks to Cupcaked, Dina’s, EBC, Katy’s, Madigan’s, The Silver Fox and Villag-
gio who brought “A Taste of Ireland” back to the live event. The food was fabulous and the
crowd enjoyed the interaction with the restaurant owners. Ellicottville’s home bakers (too
many to thank) whose special desserts are done as a tribute to their friend Bob and this

“Irish Christmas Recap” continued page 21

Ellicottville, the quaint ski town known for its hallmark views, doesn’t just wake up
looking this good. It takes so many here that work around the clock to achieve the aes-
thetic and experience we want visitors to take in. At the heart of this is a team of ladies
who call themselves the Alley Katz, bringing life with their flower displays to the vil-
lage since 1979.

It all started when a group of women took to cleaning the alleyway between the 1887
Building & The Banq Cocktail Lounge (formerly M&T Bank). In this initial clean-up
they got rid of an entire dump truck of debris and garbage. “Someone commented on
their resemblance to a bunch of cats digging through the trash, and the ‘Alley Katz’ were
born,” quoted from Lynn Timon’s 1998 news article.

Each year 44 barrels of flowers and 50 hanging baskets are put out on display, along with
hand planting the creek beds and flower beds by Katy’s Cafe, the Historical Museum,
clock tower, War Memorial and of course decorating the iconic gazebo. Over the years
the gazebo has provided the backdrop for weddings, prom photos, family portraits and
more.

The Alley Katz just changed over to winter decor from the fall setting that has become
a must-see when ‘leaf peeping’. The winter tree will be on display until Mardi Gras
weekend when the AKs will be prepping for the new 2023 spring display. This will be
the FIRST year with a spring display. To me this signifies that Ellicottville is officially
a four-season destination.

In years past, the ladies would utilize a greenhouse to grow all of the baskets per-
sonally. Now, “Waterman’s Nursery in Springville designs our beautiful baskets,” Deb
Yantomasi, leader of this awesome group tells me. “A small portion of our funding
comes from the town and village, but we rely mainly on donations.” The ladies meet
every Tuesday Spring to Fall to plan, plant and maintain, and afterwards they head to
Ellicottville Coffee Co. for their on-the-house cup-o-joe. “A big shout out to the DPW
and Dave Dixon who water all the plants 5-6x per week to keep them looking good all
summer long!”

This is a small group of 15-25 ladies whose average age hits in the 60s, which lead us
into the next part of our conversation. “We need more volunteers who are going to learn
about this great group and help continue it into the future,” Deb proclaimed. She wants
to be able to take the Alley Katz to the next level, providing things such as gardening
classes, a community garden and more.

They plan to expand their gardening expertise, in 2023, to the Episcopal Church that
makes up 1/4 of our historic four corners. The event will be held in the spring where
Yantomasi hopes volunteers will show up with flowers from their own gardens or flow-
ers of their choosing to plant. The Alley Katz will, of course, be on-hand, helping to
design a beautiful garden made up of pieces of our community.

The AKs are now online; you can follow them on Facebook and Instagram @AlleyKat-
zofEllicottvilleInc. They are also a registered 501(c)(3) organization. You can donate by
sending a check to Alley Katz of Ellicottville Inc., PO Box 1407, Ellicottville, NY 14731

For over 40 years the Alley Katz have operated by the motto, “For a better Ellicottville,”
and they sure do add to that je ne sais quois to our downtown offers. If you are new to
the area or here just for the season, reach out to see how you can help!
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RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

QUALITY PRODUCTS & PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

REMODELING « RADIANT HEAT FLOORING
ALL SERVICE WORK - BOILER SERVICE & FURNACE REPAIRS

Dan Kandefer Cell: 716-583-2034 | Great Valley Office: 716-945-5848
WE SELL THE BEST AND FIX THE REST

XC Skiing on the Art Roscoe Trails at
Allegany State Park

E;OLF

"ESTABLISHED 2015’

* Memberships Available Snowboarding..

with 24/7 Private Access SHUWShU_ei”g---
* PGA Coaching snowtubing...
i * Private Groups ¢ Leagues snowmobiling ... and more

. I winter activities are naturally yours to enjoy in the Enchanted Mountains of
C.il FT FARDS AVAILABLE! Western New York State.
EllicottvilleindoorGolf.com

info@ellicottvilleindoorgolf.com See more about a Winter Getaway at EnchantedMountains.com/Winter
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SKI AND SNOWBOARD [,61)’% /22N LARGEST ACCESSORIES

S SELECTION FOR
RENTALS | =RaRoen apparec | Gocotes

BOARDRGM NEW! BOOK YOUR RENTAL ONLINE!

WNY'’s Snowboard Sanctuary

6113 Route 219 Ellicottville NY | 716.699.5620 boardsand powder.com
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BOCK
YOUR
INTIMATE
EVENT
WITH US.

DOWNTOWN ELLICOTTVILLE
716-699-9143

info@dinas.com n
@BanqEVL

>
INNER PEACE
AND STRENGTH

MENTAL & EMOTIONAL HEALTH

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

IN ELLICOTTVILLE

MAJOR INSURANCES ACCEPTED

For more information, contact Laura Widger, LCSW

716-244-0089 - Imwidger@gmail.com

wWELCOME 10 VILLAGG'O

rHursoaY OYSTER'A
OYSTERS | CLAMS | SHRIMP | PROSECCO BOTTLES

rrIDAYFISH FRY
SsUNDAY PASTA BAR «PRIME RIB NIGHT

sunpay musicTUI OSBORNE 5:z0-2:20

ELLICOTTVILLE BREWING COMPANY o
GAME DAY DRINK SPECIALS AND WEEKLY PRIZE GIVEAWAYS

‘e Open December 22 L
® throughNew YearsDay © .

Christmas Eve / 5pm-10pm
Christmas Day /5pm-10pm ©

@ SpendNew Year’s Eve withus! ®
y Reserve to lipm °
Specials | Champagne at midnight

Open New Year’s Day / 5pm-10pm
o LX) . [}

A1 JOIN US!

Aal 8 Make a reservation.
VillaggioEVL.com
716.699.2199

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY 5PM~0PM | SUNDAY 4PM~9PM | 7 MONROE STREET, ELLICOTTVILLE, NY

Family Owned and Operated since 1979

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE

FOR QUALITY SERVICE, CALL THE EXPERTS

PROPANE » GENERATORS * SPACE HEATERS » WATER HEATERS - GARAGE HEATERS

10035 U.S. Route 219 - West Valley, NY 14171
716-592-7242 or TOLL-FREE 800-640-0370

After-Hours Emergency: 716-592-7242 Ext. 5

Gi G
Pf;‘:;i: a::z:;ms ho‘lundpropune.‘om Navien Water Heaters

THE FRANK PITILLO
MEMORIAL
LIGHTING FUND
WAS CREATED TO RAISE
MONEY FOR THE PURPOSE
OF REPLACING THE LIGHTS
ON THE FOOTBALL FIELD
AT ELLICOTTVILLE
CENTRAL SCHOOL.

PLEASE HELP US
REACH OUR GOAL OF
$250K IN HONOR OF

THE LATE FRANK PITILLO.

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO MAKE YOUR
DONATION TODAY!
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A BRIGHTER CHRISTMAS FOR ALL

Gift Tree Program Sponsors Ninety-Six Area Families

photo / @cattfoundation

OLEAN - Ninety-six area families will have a brighter Christmas this year thanks to
Interfaith Caregivers Gift Tree program and support from the Carroll and Dolores An-
staett Gift Tree Fund at the Cattaraugus Region Community Foundation. The Carroll
and Dolores Anstaett Gift Tree Fund was established by the late Carroll Anstett and his
wife Dolores in 2004 to provide annual support to the Gift Tree program, which assists
the less fortunate in the community by providing holiday gifts at Christmas.

Each year families that are served by the program are listed for “adoption” in the Olean
Times Herald. Community members then shop for and purchase gifts for their adopted
family. This year 92 families were listed for adoption. Four needy families were added
later. This year’s grant of $1,803.69 allowed for the purchase of Greater Olean Area
Chamber of Commerce (GOACC) gift certificates, which were then provided to the Gift
Tree families most in need.

“These certificates were added to the gifts for the families most in need, largest families,
and those with extreme circumstances,” said Julie Hall, Interfaith Caregivers’ executive
director. “The flexibility of the [GOACC] certificates are so helpful for these families.
They can be used for food, gas, or any other needs.”

According to Julie Hall, the Gift Tree program also worked to lead collaboration among
groups that provide holiday season assistance (such as the Salvation Army, the Santa
Sheriff program and more) to increase the efficiency of each program. That work came
at a critical time, as financial hardship has increased the demand for such programs. “In-
creased collaboration among gift-giving programs has definitely helped all of us to serve
the most families possible in Cattaraugus County,” she said. “By eliminating families

"“Gift Tree Program” continued page 21

Cattaraugus County Sheriff's Dept. Purchases Toys for Local Children

OLEAN - Once again this year, school resource officers from the Cattaraugus County
Sheriff’s Department stuffed their shopping carts full of toys and clothes to bring Christ-
mas to area families in need. This year the Santa Sheriff program served 17 families,
representing a total of 54 area children. A $4,819 grant from the Santa Sheriff Fund at
the Cattaraugus Region Community Foundation, established by the Cattaraugus County
Sheriff’s Department to support the administration of the program in 2012, provided
funds to purchase gifts for the families.

For the last few years, the program has received most of its referrals through area school
districts to school resource officers (SROs), according to Sgt. Tonya Dry. This allows the
program to better serve the children who benefit, as the SROs are familiar with which
children are most in need and have interactions with those children in school throughout
the year. Sgt. Dry, who has served in a leadership role with the program since 2019, works
closely with other area gift-giving programs and also takes referrals for additional families
to ensure that needy area families are assisted during the holidays. Since 2012, the Santa
Sheriff Fund at CRCF has made possible over $80,650 in grants in support of the fund.

“The Santa Sheriff Program has been a steady source of support for area families in
need for some time now,” said CRCF Executive Director Karen Niemic Buchheit. “It
touches your heart when you see the joy on the faces of sheriff deputies shopping for the
perfect coat or the perfect toy for a child. It is even more meaningful knowing that joy
is only greater when a child sees that on Christmas morning.” Donations can be made
to the Santa Sheriff Fund at CRCF, 301 North Union St., Suite 203, Olean, NY 14760 or
online at cattfoundation.org.

SKI SHOP Q&A: THE CITY GARAGE

Cool Skis, Hot Wax and Another Season of Telemark Happiness

@thecitygarage
photo / @ellicottvillenow

INTERVIEW BY BRENDA PERKS

eNOW: Let us in on your top product picks for this season.

THE CITY GARAGE: This year we’ve added a new premium brand to our exclusive
ski line-up. Being an exclusive dealer in a very populated ski market takes a commitment
from each the ski dealer and the ski vendor... over the years we have been aligned with
Salomon and K2; new for season ‘23 we have partnered with Stockli skis. With these 3
brands on the ski wall here at the shop we can now strongly say we have the “Innovation,
Style, and Performance” in the ski industry. In the boot world, we carry a wide variety
of “fits” to fit peoples’ feet! Ski boots are no longer cringeworthy, no more dreading, no
more unhappy feet! Similar to the ski selection, boots are the most important part! Sa-
lomon & K2 are at the top of the list for this season. Don’t forget to add HEAT with the
K2 heated boot line! Comfort and performance.

eNOW: You’re not just about downhill skis... you also carry cross country skis, tele-
mark skis, snowshoes. Care to indulge?

THE CITY GARAGE: Getting people to love winter is our goal! Other than the down-
hill ski thing... we try to cater to the winter outdoors. Atlas snowshoes - anything from
taking your first snowshoe steps, to the seasoned backcountry trekker, we got ‘em! We
also have some of the region’s best Nordic trails in our backyard! The Allegany State
Park entrance from Salamanca boasts over 25 miles of prepared trak skiing! We offer
cross country rentals and retail for your Nordic needs! Spawning off of the nordic cross
country, Telemark skiing is the best way to make our 750 vertical feet even more chal-
lenging. We offer rental and retail from the industry’s top brands! Lessons available at
Holiday Valley and HoliMont.

eNOW: What goes on in the back of the shop and in the “Big Chair” upstairs?

THE CITY GARAGE: Tucked into the back of our cozy little ski shop is our “kitchen”
so to speak. We have invested in state-of-the-art tuning equipment from Wintersteiger.
If you are a ski enthusiast, you know how important a fresh sharp edge and wax is! We
can get any modern ski back to factory settings and keep you ripping all season long! Not
to be outdone by your skis, your feet could be the most important part of the whole ski
equation! Take a few steps up to the 2nd floor and welcome to “Tim’s Boot Room” - in
honor of our late friend, employee, and master boot fitter, Tim Cummiskey. Tim graced
the CG for over 15 years, making so many skiers’ feet happy... we are going to try our
best to keep the smiles coming!

eNOW: What other product lines do you carry that are unique to The City Garage?
THE CITY GARAGE: We pride ourselves on finding unique brands to sell in our
store... leader or follower? Your choice. We partner with brands that focus on small in-
dependent retailers and give us the chance for an exclusive dealership for our area - those
brands include the following: Yeti, Cotopaxi, Dale of Norway, Mammut, FlyLow, Kuhl,
LeBent, Skhoop, Salomon, and Birkenstock.

eNOW: Your shop hosts Telestock each February at Holiday Valley. It has become quite
an iconic event. Can you give us a little background and some details about this season’s
showdown?

THE CITY GARAGE: The 172nd running of Telestock will be and will always be
the last Friday in February. “Back from the Dead”, Telestock has truly become one of
the biggest gatherings of telemark skiers east of the Mississippi! This is a free event,
brought to you by US and our vendors: Scarpa, 22Designs, and Bishop. Located at the
Champagne Sundeck at the Yodeler lodge, opening ceremonies start at 9:00am. We have

“The City Garage” continued page 21
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8 LIFTS. OVER 50 SLOPES AND TRAILS.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC MONDAY-FRIDAY.

716-699-2320
www.holimont.com

WELCOME TO WINTER!

HoliMont will open to members this Saturday, December

17 with Exhibition slope and lift running. For non-members,
-~ =% the season will begin Monday, December 19. For up-to-date

conditions and slope report, head to holimont.com or follow

@holimont on FB/IG.

|
I
I
|
|
I
L

Our Gear-Up retail and rental shop is open for those last-
minute holiday gifts! Or if you need to get ready for the ski
season, we have seasonal rentals, tuning, and repairs.
Gear-Up will be open Friday-Sunday from 9:00am-5:00pm
until the club is officially open for the season, where we then
1 will be open 7 days a week during regular season hours.

* LAST MINUTE HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS

CHRISTMAS WEEK IMPROVEMENT

PROJECTS -

1
1
1
1
Christmas week at HoliMont :
begins on December 24 and .
goes through January 1, where ! Thanks to our Lifts, Snowmaking, and Operations departments we
we are open to members and : have been able to make significant improvements with trail width,
their guests only. Per usual, we 1 increased snowmaking, and the relocation of our Rabbits Run
plan to have our Kids Christmas ! conveyor belt from Sunset slope to between the Fall Line Finish
Camp, along with other fun : Area and Grasshopper. This change will improve our beginner area
Holiday events and activities for 1 by providing more space and learning opportunities for all ages and '
the whole family. : levels of experience.

1

A > WEEKDAY EXPERIENCE PASS

Although we are

considered a private

ski club, HoliMont is

open to the public

Monday through

Friday, except for

Christmas week,

Martin Luther King

Day, and President’s

Day. Come experience

what HoliMont has

to offer with our

premium conditions

and no lift lines! Take

full advantage of our

weekday skiing by purchasing a Weekday Experience Day Pass. You
get 10 lift tickets for yourself, 2 half-priced tickets for a friend, and 2
lessons, all for a discounted price! For more information on this great
deal or to purchase, visit our website at www.holimont.com.
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Product Spotlight:

WINE BOTTLE
OPENERS

curated clothing &
footwear for men,
women and children

A fun, new way to enjoy
a bottle of wine! Made
out of stainless steel and
carved wood.

blanket room
featuring Pendleton,
Rumpl, & Chappywrap

17 Washington Street | Downtown Ellicottville, NY
716-699-2293 | daffevl.com

BIKES, BURRITOS & BREWS

Tuning Ellicottville’s Bike Scene
Since 1996

11 MARTHA STREET, EVL
716-699-BIKE

9 MONROE ST. » ELLICOTTVILLE, NY
716-699-2508

www.AnewBeginningNY.com

Unique gty[e ﬁom Ahound the World!
The

atest

n
Fashion %egw[s
in Women s
Clot/zing &
ceessoiles,

gi S
ome Decor

o Anew Begmmng
= Massage & Spa
E RENEW YOUR MIND « BODY « SOUL
g MASSAGE

[5 REFLEXOLOGY

=N NOW CELEBRATING WRAPS

=8 42 NORTH BREWING SPECIALS

g IN HOUSE! VIEW ALL SERVICES
e THAT'S... ON OUR WEBSITE
S

-

Z

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

o

~ LETONEOFOUR

AGENTS FIND THE
RIGHTHOMEFOR

- YOU!

Julie Filipowicz
Lic. R.E. Agent
716-864-7196

Joany Bund, GRI, Mgr.
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker
716-969-2156

Judy Gross
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker
716-378-7737

Joe Eysaman
Lic. R.E. Agent
716-378-7079

Fred Graham
Lic. R.E. Agent
814-598-1322

John “Jake” Northrup II
Lic. R.E. Agent
516-712-5941

@/pm 7@6175@ ek

Tara Bowen
Tamarack Resales
Lic. R.E. Agent
716-699-7003

Shanell Kiersz
Lic. Rental Manager
716-699-2912

GET DETAILS ON
EVERY HOME IN OUR AREA

HOLIDAYVALLEY.COM/REALTY

RENTALS: 716-699-2912
SALES: 716-699-2000

R ) _
KNature’s Remedy
natural foods market & holistic wellness center

* Herbs « CBD * Vitamins « Homeopathy ¢ Teas * Aromatherapy
Bath & Body * Detox & Cleansing * Weight Loss * Organic & Gluten Free
Foods & Produce ¢ Bio Scans ¢ lonic Detox Foot Spas ¢ Essential Oils
* Massage, Reflexology & Cranial Sacral Therapy « Homeopathic Consultations
Natural Health Classes & Consults by appointment
Watures—Remedy.net
gretchenmendell@yahoo.com

TEXT NATURESREMEDY to 22828
TO JOIN OUR MAILING LIST

B892 2 . . i it ittt et ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt . 716~699~-HERB (4372)

www.gadogadoellicottville.com
http://gado-gado.shoptiques.com

Specializing in Commercial and Residential Cleaning

All office cleaning services discussed & designed for your needs
No job is too small

Weekly, biweekly or monthly cleaning options available
Offering Deep cleans & carpet cleaning

Follow uson
Facebook!

Construction cleanup

585-435-7158

martenscleaning@yahoo.com

Plus rental property flips

And commercial cleaning too!

26 monroe street ¢ ellicottville, ny 14731

@Natures_Remedy

Come dine
at our 2nd location
KATY’S FLY-IN
Route 219,
Great Valley, NY

Serving Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner

On the run? Try one of our breakfast creations
or delicious lunch combos TO-GO!

DOWNTOWN ELLICOTTVILLE

* the hot spot for breakfast
* specialty coffees & drinks
* daily lunch specials

* homemade soups & chili

* * OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK for breakfast « lunch * good company! *

¥ Washington Square % Ellicottville, NY % 716.699.8860
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OFFICIAL SUPPLIER
STOCKL/

THE SWISS SKI 3

SKI SHOP

S MONROE ST, ELLICOTTVILLE, NY
716-699-2054

GET READY! WINTER IS ALMOST HERE! ~ FULL SERVICE SKI SHOP

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2023

Ski4 a Cure

9 AM-4:30 PM
At HoliMont Ski Club
6921 Rt. 242 Ellicottville NY 14731

HoliMont Ski Club and Ski Club of
Lockport are hosting a “Ski 4 a Cure”
event to help raise money for Roswell
Park Cancer Institute. Come enjoy a day
of skiing, food and entertainment while
supporting a great cause!

ew desewe te
teal

yowsdf

* Massage Thcrapy .
* Manicures ¢
« Pedicures
*+ Organic Facials o
. Hgdral’acials .
« Eminence Skincare «

o D'~
g .\

WY
dpa

6447 Holiday Valley Road - Ellicottville, NY
716-699-8996

. ; . Call or book your
www.ellicottvilleoasis.com

appointment online!

LOWERIN ERRS FOR 16 YERRS

JONNY

BRRBER SHOP

13 BRISTOL LANE
(by CCSE Credit Union)
ELLICOTTVILLE, NEW YORK

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED

* Tuesday - Friday 9am-5pm
Re UIar + Saturday 9am-12pm
H RS + Beard Balm Sold Here!

ellicottvilleNOW

LOCALLY OWNED AND PUBLISHED

share your photos with us!

_play along

@ellicottvillenow
#evinow

Jonny Barlow, Licensed Barber
716-572-3321 - jonnybarber.biz

EVENT DETAILS:

$100 event ticket. (Includes your lift
ticket, food and access to games
and entertainment for the day).

To purchase tickets go to:

To Donate to Roswell Park
Cancer Institute, go to:

HOLIMONT
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Property o
perty of 4110 Irish Hollow Rd.

Distinction | Great Valley

MLS #B1433169
$390,000

SECLUDED PARADISE!

Get away from it all at this well-built log
home. 25+ acres of woods and trails
for hunting, snowmobiling, cross
country skiing, and hiking!

1428 SF ON 26.7 ACRE LOT

COZY LIVING ROOM WOODBURNING FIREPLACE 3 SPACIOUS BEDROOMS

Large landscaped yard perfect for sledding and other outdoor fun! Cozy up in Check out the #1 Team in Ellicottville Real Estate.
front of the wonderful stone fireplace in the great room. Play a game of cards in Team Pritchard...
the dining room while you're cooking a crockpot of chiliin the kitchen. Lower level Selling the Ellicottville Lifestyle!

family room has a woodburning fireplace. Everything is ready for your design
touches. There are two other rooms in the lower level which could be finished
off with 2 more bedrooms just by adding windows! One car garage with entry to
lower level, and 36’ x 32’ two-car garage with room to store your RV.

Located just minutes to Ellicottville or Olean. This is the perfect getaway spot!
A complimentary one year warranty comes with this home!

Call us today for your personal tour! o
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cottlle

800-349-9099 J¥ ellicottvilleny.com
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Holiday Valley
ULTIMATE PASSES

YOUR TICKET TO WINTER FUN!

ULTIMATE PASSES ARE YOUR BEST VALUE FOR
NIGHTS, WEEKDAYS OR SUNDAY SEASON-LONG
SKIING AND SNOWBOARDING

UPCOMING EVENTS

DEMO DAY
December 17, 2022

Slopeside of the Holiday Valley Re-
sort Center, there will be free demos
from Ellicottville’s awesome specialty
ski & snowboard shops in collabora-
tion with reps from some of the indus-

try’s best brands.

NEW YEAR’S EVE
CELEBRATION
December 31, 2022

Ring in the New Year with the Holiday
Valley Groomer parade & spectacular
fireworks show. Family friendly party
at the Holiday Valley Resort Center.
Approx. times: Groomer Parade on
Cindy’s Run at 11:15 PM, torchlight
parade at 11:30 PM then fireworks
show at 11:45 PM.

CANADIAN FRIENDSHIP
WEEK
JANUARY 2-6, 2023

Welcome Canadians! Our annual
Canadian Friendship week is from
Monday, January 2nd to Friday,
January 6th. During this week, lift
tickets are at par when paying with
Canadian cash or check.

FIND MORE INFO AT HOLIDAYVALLEY.COM

6557 Holiday Valley Rd. | Ellicottville, NY 14731 | 716-699-2345

Reflections
Aair f,z}esign

A FUll Service

Paul Mitchell

Salon

New York's

SIS |

OVER 25,000 SOCKS IN STOCK!

11 WASHINGTON ST., ELLICOTTVILLE

ThePurpleDoorknob.com

716) 699-8757

Featuring Stcaks,
Seafood &
Pasta Entrees.

Thursda
Date Night:
Two can dine for
$56. Find the
Date Nigl':t Menu
on our website.

WINTER HOURS: Open Wednesday through Saturday
Bar opens at 4:30pm / Dinner starts at 5:00pm

23 Hughey Alley - Ellicottville, NY 14731
716-699-4672 - www.thesilverfoxrestaurant.com

HOME
HAPPENS HERE

Call a Howard Hanna a%a/zt /o/c
all youtk Real Eslale needd.

716-699-4695

SANDRA CAROL ANDREE RICHARD TINA

GOODE THOMAS McRAE JACKSON DILLON
Lic. Assoc. Broker. Mngr Lic. Assoc. Broker Lic. Assoc. Broker Lic. Assoc. Broker Lic. RE. Salesperson

HOLLY RACHEL SAMANTHA TAYLOR  KATHY STRICKLAND
WHITCOMB FRALEY RIETHMILLER GREEN MLO# 989567
Lic. RE. Salesperson Lic. RE. Salesperson Lic. RE. Salesperson Lic. RE. Salesperson KEVIN HORAN
MLO# 311204
Li. Mortgage Banker

HOWARD HANNA Real Estate Services st Priority Mortgage. Inc
34 Washington St., Ellicottville, NY 14731 NYS Dept. Financial

Services

m!
\mms
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ellicottvilleNOW

REGIONAL

THE LITTLE BLUE RANCH

Great Valley Home Featured in Country Rustic Magazine’s Winter Issue

MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM

Cattaraugus Co. Cooperative Extension to Begin the Next Training Class Feb. 8

By MARry HEYL

By SHanNON RiNow, MASTER GARDENER COORDINATOR

What began as a hobby during the early days of the Covid-19 pandemic has become a
home décor passion that landed Kaitie Samland a feature spot in Country Rustic maga-
zine! Page 50 of the Winter 2022 issue, “A Great Valley Christmas Cabin,” features
Samland’s Great Valley home decked out in her signature vintage-themed décor that
is as inspirational as it is festive. Known by her Instagram handle @thelittleblueranch,
Samland has made a name for herself in the home décor world, and her recipes, DI'Y
projects, and unabashed Buffalo Bills fandom are sure to spark anyone’s creative side.

With near daily postings of seasonal project ideas, tablescapes, and easy cocktail recipes
for an audience of over 10,000 followers, Samland’s Little Blue Ranch could easily fulfill
the workload of a full-time job. However, her full-time job is at Niagara Falls Memorial
Medical Center, where she is a cardiac x-ray technician. “Little Blue Ranch began back
in 2020 when everything shut down,” Samland explained. “It started with my crafting
and kind of evolved into this umbrella of Little Blue Ranch being decorating, DIY and
my felt flowers. On Instagram, it really took off!”

While Samland enjoys decorating for every holiday, Christmas is her favorite. She said,
“I really embrace vintage Christmas, which is what caught the magazine’s eye.” A few
years ago, Samland started looking for vintage items at local antique stores, such as the
Salamanca Mall Antiques, and now has an impressive collection that she’s been building
over the years. One of her favorite vintage finds is her collection of mini Holt Howard
Santa mugs, which she loves for their mischievous expressions.

Interestingly, readers of Samland’s feature in Country Rustic magazine are looking at
photos of her décor from last Christmas, as the magazine plans each of their quarterly
issues about a year in advance. “All of the photography was done in early January of this
year,” she explained. “It took me two months to decorate my house! I decorated every
single room, every single floor - it was crazy. I didn’t know what the photographer would
want to photograph, so I decorated everywhere!”

While this is the first Country Rustic issue to feature Little Blue Ranch, this is not the
first issue to incorporate Samland’s creativity. Last winter, when Samland and the maga-
zine publishers began planning for this year’s winter issue, they asked her to write for
them. “I write two articles for each issue,” Samland explained. “I write one article on a
DIY project and the other is how to style a table. This issue’s DIY project is a faux mug
topper, which looks like whipped cream topping with a straw. You use a certain material
so it hardens, and you can put it on any mug you want!” In the other article, Samland
decorates a dining room table and features a beautiful garland from Flowers Off the
Farm in Ellicottville.

For more seasonal ideas, be sure to follow @thelittleblueranch on Instagram. “I do a
lot of recipes that are really easy,” she explained. “A lot of us don’t have the time to be
creating these extravagant recipes, so I like to think of them as ‘recipe hacks’.” This win-
ter, Samland is focusing on easy appetizers and desserts for the holidays. “I’m all about
changing it up! Instead of your traditional cookies, let’s do a spin on that and turn some

store-bought frosted cookies into cake pops!”

While Samland can be contacted through Instagram, she can also be seen at area craft
shows. Most recently, she participated in Springville’s “Very Merry Main Street.” “The
flower bar is a new concept I introduced in Springville,” she explained. “I work with

“The Little Blue Ranch” continued page 21

Are you interested in becoming a Master Gardener? Cornell Cooperative Extension is
accepting applications for their next Master Gardener training class. Instruction begins
Wednesday, February 8,2023 and runs through May 20, 2023. Classes take place conve-
niently on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:00pm, remotely. There will be one to three
in-person classes that will take place monthly for hands-on learning activities.

Master Gardeners are trained volunteers who work in partnership with the Cattaraugus
County Cooperative Extension staff to teach and share gardening knowledge county-
wide. They are “neighbors teaching neighbors” about horticulture using researched-
based gardening practices through a variety of educational programs and activities. The
Master Gardener Program has an emphasis on environmental stewardship and on food
insecurity. One way Master Gardeners contribute to addressing food insecurity locally,
is by supporting the National “Seed to Supper” program that helps teach residents how
to grow their own vegetable gardens. You get to be a part of some exciting opportunities
as a Master Gardener in Cattaraugus County! Some upcoming activities include: Our
new pollinator habitat garden program, opportunity to trial vegetable varieties in our
community garden, teach horticulture-related workshops, engage with youth in school
gardens, meet other garden enthusiasts at the Allegany Garden festival, and access to
Cornell webinars and continuing education activities, just to name a few!

If you love gardening and are interested in giving back to your community - in a green-
thumb way - please apply to become a Master Gardener today! Successful participants
will be expected to commit 50 hours of volunteer service in their first year, and 30 hours
of volunteer service annually to remain active Master Gardeners. There is also an an-
nual expectation of 10 hours of continued horticulture education after the first year of
volunteering.

Applications are available online (https://cattaraugus.cce.cornell.edu/gardening/master-
gardener-volunteer-program), for pick-up in our Ellicottville office or call ahead at 716-
699-2377 and we can mail you one. Deadline to submit an application is January 16,
2023. Tuition cost is $125 and includes all training materials. Space is limited!

SQUIRREL CALENDARS FOR SALE

Olean’s Iconic Squirrels Will Keep Your Daily Schedule in Check

OLEAN - Woodland in the City and the Greater Olean Area Chamber of Commerce
(GOACQC) have created the seventeenth edition of the Woodland in the City Squir-
rel Calendar for 2023! The calendar features local families who turned in photos
with their relatives appearing with the squirrels throughout Olean. Once again, this
edition includes information on all the squirrels in town. It also showcases National
Squirrel Day, National Squirrel Awareness Month, and many ‘nuts’ days — pea-
nut, almond, etc. A map depicting locations of all squirrels is inside. The calendar,
sold at the GOACC office, sells for $12 or two for $20 with limited copies (100)
available. GOACC also has squirrel socks, squirrel bookmarks, squirrel onesies and
two new Holiday plush squirrels for sale. Prices for these items range from $1.00
- $15.00. GOACC will be open special hours through December 23 (M-F) from
8:00am-5:30pm. For more information on the squirrel retail items, please stop in
GOACC at 301 North Union Street in Olean or call 716-372-4433.



Page 16 ... DECEMBER 15-28, 2022 4+ PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY

TREASURES OF THE FOREST SHOPPING TRAIL
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ellicottvilleNOW

HEALTH & FITNESS

Core Performance: Hydration During the Winter

By Kim DUKE, CERTIFIED PERSONAL TRAINER

I could write countless articles on why hydration/water is so important to our bodies. It
helps flush out waste, regulates body temperature and aids your brain function. If you feel
thirsty, you are already dehydrated. Other signs that you are dehydrated are feeling tired,
dizzy or light-headed. Or you may experience a dry mouth, lips and tongue. Your urine
may be a dark yellow with a strong odor. And, in extreme cases you may experience a
rapid heartbeat/breathing, faint and have dry skin and sunken eyes.

Typically, we know to hydrate when we exercise and when it’s hot outside. But did you
know that hydration is just as important during the winter months? This is partly because
the level of humidity in the air during the winter months tends to be much lower, resulting
in much drier air as compared to other times of the year. In addition, the air in our homes
is also drier due to home heating. These differences in air quality both inside and outside
can increase our chances of becoming dehydrated.

It is important that we stay hydrated in winter because doing so helps keep our body tem-
perature at a constant and normal level. When there isn’t enough fluid in the body, this can
cause the core temperature to drop to dangerous levels. Hypothermia can set in quicker
if the body is dehydrated. Staying hydrated also helps our immune system fight off colds
and the flu, which are more common in the winter.

Staying hydrated with water is the cheapest and best way to prevent dehydration. How-
ever, if you find yourself experiencing some of the many side effects of dehydration, you
more than likely should add electrolytes to your hydration routine. But, have you ever
wondered what are electrolytes? Electrolytes are a group of minerals including sodium,
potassium, magnesium, chloride and zinc. Electrolytes are absolutely essential for the
efficient functioning of our bodies. Without them we lose focus, feel tired, you may get
muscle cramps, your organs won’t be working their best and you become dehydrated. We
need to get electrolytes in our daily diet, and we do for the most part. Adding a daily
electrolytes supplement can take the guess work out of this.

However, if you're just drinking water and eating a balanced diet, it is very likely that you
are getting enough. Adding electrolytes should only be considered if you are sweating
more than usual or experiencing symptoms related to dehydration.

The bottom line: dehydration can sneak up on you quickly, especially during the colder
months. Always keep a water bottle with you even during something as uneventful as
driving. If you have any signs of dehydration during the winter months, it is important to
seek medical attention immediately.

Kim Duke is a certified personal trainer and owner of Core Performance Fitness and
Training, located at 55 Bristol Lane, Ellicottville, NY. Kim resides in Ellicottville where
she raised her two sons, Zach and Nik. For more information about her studio please
visit her Facebook page or go to www.coreperformancefitness.com. Kim can be reached
directly at 716-698-1198.

Inner Peace & Strength: Inviting New Traditions this Holiday Season

By LAaura WiDGER, LCSW

Families, people, and friends sprinkled across the U.S. are taking this post-pandemic time in
history to reflect on holiday traditions, values and their importance. New and old traditions are
being welcomed while questing for holiday cheer.

James and Louise Wesley, a semi-retired couple residing in San Diego, California depict one
example of taking a different path or experimenting with tradition this year. James and Lou-
ise are avid travelers who ignite their passions, joy, ease, and happiness together on the road.
James and Louise feel alive when traveling and immersing themselves in something new.
They have family and friends in Ellicottville and love to visit. In the past handful of decades,
James and Louise have celebrated the holidays in the desert and self-proclaim themselves
“desert rats.” Let us hear about their spin on the holidays.

LAURA: What new tradition will you be experimenting with this holiday season?
JAMES: We wanted to try something new this year. (With a grin, he remarks)... I used good

ole google and searched “white Christmas.” N'YC and Taos, New Mexico were top on the list.
We wanted the white Christmas vibe. We grew up in Canada where snow was Christmas. We
haven’t had a white Christmas since we were kids. We hope to x-country ski, indulge a bit
with unique cuisine menu items, and enrich ourselves in a different culture nested in the hills
of New Mexico. We also wanted to celebrate the traditional celebratory meaning of Christmas
with Taos rejoicing the birth of Christ.

LAURA: What brightens your spirit when thinking about or planning this holiday?
LOUISE: We have a sense of excitement and anticipation. We reconnect with each other on
the road. We love trains and have decided to head east by way of Amtrak, departing from San
Diego and arriving in Santa Fe.

JAMES: We love the timelessness of train travel. The experience is very peaceful and medi-
tative for us. There is no pressure with time. Time just does not have a hold on us. Trains
resemble a wave of calm and peace for us. A few traditions honored in Taos are: a procession
of the Virgin Mary in the Pueblo accompanied by bonfires, deer dancing, los matachines
dancing, tribal turtle dancing, and sacred ceremonies.

LAURA: What old traditions will you celebrate?

LOUISE: We plan to have holiday meals with friends and family members outside the
Christmas season. We love to decorate our tree, send Christmas cards doting on our grand-
children from a distance, facetime with family on Christmas day, dress up as Santa and Mrs.
Claus, and attend holiday events in the San Diego region, such as Holidays Nights at Balboa
Park - a holiday must!

LAURA: Do you have any advice for readers who are perhaps looking for something differ-
ent this holiday season?

JAMES: Experiment. There is a heartfelt sense in doing something you always wanted to do.
You can connect with loved ones, as well as hitting the road to fill your cup. Find the meaning
for you. Follow your heart, be open to change, and be flexible. Find the peace, calm, and joy.”

Laura Widger is a NY State Licensed Clinical Social Worker with 15 years of experience in
the field of emotional wellness and mental health. She owns and operates Inner Peace and
Strength - Mental and Emotional Health, and specializes in trauma healing with children
and adults. Laura personally and professionally strives to promote internal self leadership
and the discovery of true genuineness and balance within.
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ADOPT ME

please?

Thin%s
Merry&. right

Hi everyone, I'm Duke!
| am a 2 year old American Staffordshire Terrier mix. | am very

friendly and playful. | am neutered and up to date on vetting,

am house broken, crate trained and know my basic commands.
| am affectionate and snuggly and give the best kisses! | am an
active dog, but not overly so. | also like to chill and chew on a
bone. | am very friendly with other animals and children too!

FIND ME AT EMPIRERESCUE.ORG Win Insiunt
empirerescue@gmail.com ° °
PO Box 445 | Salamanca, NY 1477 PI’IZES D("IY!
DECEMBER 1 - 25
print.web.on-demand At all Seneca Casino
Properties.

ellicottvilleNOW

— LOCALLY OWNED AND PUBLISHED ————— ChriStmaS Day

Ellicottville’s newspaper, published bi-weekly in print & online Feu'ure Menus

subscribe at ellicottvilleNOW.com TV xR
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[
advertlse @ellicottvi#el\fOW \ Buffet
evinow .
To place advertising, call our office at 716-699-9816 V‘é‘;s'elzﬂ Door S‘E“?SG Thundgr #Otummn
or email info@ellicottvillenow.com eaknhouse ate urte
Office: 9 W. Washington St., PO Box 1077, Ellicottville, NY 14731 | ellicottvillenow.com 4PM-9PM | 11AM-10PM | Noon - 8 PM

Hourly Drawings
DECEMBER 30
2 PM - 10:30 PM

Earn Entries Starting
December 1

New Year's Eve

E i th forti t h f Dina’s.
B o T DISCO!
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 « 5 PM | THE RIVER BAR

Party on the gaming floor with Live music, DJ's, Disco dancers,
drink specials & a special balloon drop at Midnight!

Upscale American Cuisine A
~—
Made-to-Order
Local, Fresh Ingredients S EN ECA

Homemade Cookies, Pies and other Sweet Endings A L L E G A N Y

RESORT & CASINO

SenecaAlleganyCasino.com

15 Washington Street | Downtown Ellicottville
716.699.5330 | www.dinas.com
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Ellicottville’s
Spiritual Gem

EEEEEEEEEEEX
CRYSTALS & SPIRITUAL “WELLNESS

We have all the spiritual tools to support your journey.

Crystals, Singing Bowls & Intention Candles to
name a few!

11 Martha St. | Ellicottville, NY | 716-699-2871
blessings@goodforthespiritgifts.com
OPEN: MONDAY-SATURDAY 11-6 | SUNDAY 11-5
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Locally owned with over 16 years of
personal training experience!

Customized, one-on-one programs
in our private studio.

55 Bristol Lane, Ellicottville
716-698-1198

GIFT CARDS: OREan
Give the Gift of Wellness & Relaxation ,

Make your holiday shopping easy this season with a?
a Salt Cave gift card! This way, your recipient can

choose their favorite way to treat themselves! E

SALT CAVE THERAPY | BODY SALT GLOWS | RELAXING MASSAGE
WARM SALT STONE FOOT MASSAGE | LEMONGRASS FOOT SCRUB

32 W. WASHINGTON STREET

ELLICOTTVILLE, N)
116-699-2068

allicottvillesaltcave.com

PaN Da

M«E-D-1-A

graphic design - website development
video production - photography « aerial imagery

social media marketing « copy writing

strategic branding * business coaching

PO &M@ X © B

www.pandagoatmedia.com
9 W. Washington Street |

Ellicottville, NY 14731 | 716-699-9816

meet your team at
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NOW THIS... THE GIFT OF GIVING

cont. from page 03

from Robin Zerfas-Clark, Michelle Capizzi, Elliott Hutton, Mikel Wintermantel, Barbara
Fox, Sean Huntington and more. After viewing the artisan market online, I must say I am
personally intrigued and drawn to Nicole Missel’s “Goddess Bowl” (magazine, wire &
glue), Rose Brawn’s “Life & Wholeness” series (acrylic on paper backed with wood), Ruth
Flood’s “Paz” (mosaic glass), and Deb Stillson’s “Golden Ferns” (cyanotype). It’s absolutely
stunning to see the level of art coming out of our area! The Small Works Show offers per-
fectly sized pieces for gift giving or to add to your own collection. Search Tri-County Arts
Council on FB and IG (@artscouncil).

TAKE A HIKE!

Looking for something special for that special someone who loves the outdoors? We are
privileged to have the largest NYS park right in our backyard! Visitors have been flocking to
Allegany State Park since the summer of 1921. One hundred years later, park officials have
released “The Centennial 7 Hiking Challenge”, a self-guided tour introducing hikers to over
20 miles of some of the oldest and newest trails within the park.

Purchase a packet for $14 and your lucky recipient will unwrap seven maps, each featuring a
different trail of the park. Once they’ve completed all seven hikes, they can return all seven
maps, complete with all seven trail etchings, to the Red House Rental Office where they’ll
receive a custom Centennial 7 carabiner mug. It’s a gift they’ll enjoy walking for! And if
they’re your friend, chances are they’ll want you to join them in the challenge, so you’ll want
to pick up a packet for yourself as well. Better yet, pick up a packet for each person in your
friend group! Those coffee dates have officially turned into trail meet-ups. Okay, sign me up!

Purchase packets at the Red House Rental Office and feel good knowing that your donation
will go to the Environmental Education Department of Allegany State Park to further develop
programs like this in the park. For additional details, check out Allegany State Park’s FB page
or call ASP’s Environmental Education/Recreation Department at 716-379-6939.

DONATE... JUST BECAUSE

There’s a reason to give back in every season, but I urge you to make it your mission before
year’s end to choose a good cause (or two or three) to donate to. Whether it’s $20 or $200,
think about the strides we can make as a community if everyone gave a little something. ..

e The Frank Pitillo Memorial Lighting Fund is up against the clock to raise the necessary
funds to replace the stadium lights at Ellicottville Central School by next Fall.

* Established by citizens of the Ellicottville and Great Valley area, the EVGV Recreation
Trail Fund supports the development of a multi-use trail, which when completed, will con-
nect the two towns.

* Operation Warm Hearts ensures that every child in the surrounding communities is kept
warm during the harsh WNY winters by providing coats, boots and winter accessories. They
also provides underwear, socks, shoes, and clothing to any child in need throughout the year.

* You can find all of these funds and many, many others (290 to be exact!) on the Cattarau-
gus Regional Community Foundation website, cattfoundation.org.

Please remember when shopping for your loved ones this holiday season, also consider
those in our county who could use a helping hand. The greatest gift of all, is helping oth-
ers in need. Merry Christmas!

Brenda Perks is the publisher of ellicottvilleNOW and owner of DesignPerks, a graphic
design company affiliated with the local media/marketing agency, PaNDaGOAT Media.
Reach Brenda directly at brenda@ellicottvillenow.com.

IRISH CHRISTMAS RECAP

cont. from page 04

tradition. We also thank the many local businesses who supported the basket raffle
with their generous gifts. Many friends of Bob McCarthy helped make Friday night a
success; you know who you are and we thank you all.

When asked how this started, Bob McCarthy would answer, “It started with a little
magic”. To be sure, the magic came in the form of Ellicottville’s residents - both per-
manent and part timers - who bid or donated to the cause. The real magic is that this
event is helping a number of local families have a better Christmas through Santa’s
Workshop and the Sheriff Santa program. Bob, we all miss you but we will continue
your tradition of giving. The Bob McCarthy Foundation (www.bobmccarthfounda-
tion.com) wishes all of you a great holiday season. Thank you Ellicottville.

GIFT TREE PROGRAM

cont. from page 07

being served multiple times, we have been able to reach more families and in more remote
parts of the county. We will continue to collaborate in the future to continue to maximize
resources and program efficiency.”

CRCF Executive Director Karen Niemic Buchheit praised the efforts of Interfaith Care-
givers and the Gift Tree program to not only meet community need, but to partner with
fellow organizations to ensure that their programs had the needed impact. “The Gift Tree
program warms our heart each year, and we know that this year the need was even great-
er,” said Buchheit. “We are so proud to be able to lend a hand to programs like Gift Tree
that make sure the holidays can be a happier season for families facing financial strife.”

Since the Gift Tree fund was established at CRCF in 2004, the fund has provided over
$33,683 in grants that serve to provide for Gift Tree families. Donations can be made to
the Carroll and Dolores Anstaett Gift Tree Fund at CRCF, 301 North Union St., Suite 203,
Olean, NY 14760 or online at cattfoundation.org.

THE CITY GARAGE

cont. from page 07

volunteer instructors breaking off into groups based on level of skill, skiing gener-
ally for the morning hours, breaking for sausage and family photos and then back
off to the slopes for the mass assault on Morning Star for the world’s longest tele-
mark human slalom! Beers on the deck in the afternoon for gear talk! Check out
Holiday Valley’s event page and their YouTube channel for more info. Peace, Love,
Telemark!

eNOW: On the flip side, The City Garage is the only ski shop in town that’s open
year round. Can you give us a glimpse of your summer offerings?

THE CITY GARAGE: We are the ONLY ski shop that stays open year round.
We generally get the spring/summer going after a little break in April and early
May, carrying a wide variety of brands for summer FUN! Nothing too hardcore..
just some everyday items that are at the same quality of the goods we sell during
the winter months - clothing, footwear, camping accessories, coolers, and the best
darn camp rocker chairs on the market! Oh, and yes you can buy a pair of skis in
the summer!

The City Garage is located at 5 Monroe Street, downtown Ellicottville, phone 716-
699-2054. Stay up-to-date with The City Garage through their website (wWww.cityg-
arageskishop.com) and on Instagram/Facebook (@thecitygarage).

THE LITTLE BLUE RANCH

cont. from page 15

@thelittleblueranch

wool blended felt and cut each petal and glue them to create the flower. The flower bar lets
people create their own bouquets, and the selection includes dahlias, poinsettias, gerbera
daisies, roses, and more.”

Samland’s family has been an important part of her journey. “My dad is a huge part of
this. He’ll help me with the woodwork that’s part of my crafts,” she said. “My grandma
has helped me with sewing. My mom and fiancé always support and promote me. I'm so
grateful!” Thinking of her floral inspiration, Samland credits Ellen Krzemien, owner of
The Flower Stand in Springville and her grandmother. “My grandmother has a huge pas-
sion for flowers and the most beautiful garden,” Samland noted.

For those who may be pursuing a new creative hobby, Samland says, “Keep on going! You
will make mistakes; you will hit bumps in the road. At a certain point, you may want to
give up. I just kept going. I tried different things, and that’s where I am today! I'm still
learning and growing.”

The Winter 2022 issue of Country Rustic magazine is available at craft stores such as Jo-
Ann Fabrics and Michaels, and many Walmart and Wegmans locations. Follow @Little-
BlueRanch on Instagram for more information, where Samland can also be contacted for
custom orders.
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CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT SERVICES SERVICES

LEAD CARPENTER: Must have at least
5 years experience. Apply in person to
G .M. Nickolson Construction, Inc. 42 Mill
Street, Ellicottville, NY 14731 or email:
gmnickolson@aol.com.

EXPERIENCED CARPENTERS: Ap-
ply to G.M. Nickolson Construction, Inc.
42 Mill Street, Ellicottville, NY 14731 or
email: gmnickolson@aol.com.

SILVER FOX STEAKHOUSE: Looking
for bartenders and servers. Must be able
to work nights and weekends. Stop by 23
Hughey Alley, Ellicottville, NY 14731 or
email resume to silverfoxeville@aol.com.

WRITERS WANTED: ellicottvilleNOW
is looking to grow its team of writers. Work
from home! Send letter of interest and writing
samples to brenda@ellicottvilleNOW.com.

vFesbals

800.349.9099 ~
ellicottvilleny.com

o

N

N WINTER BLUES WEEKEND JANUARY 20-22
WINTER MUSIC JAM  FEBRUARY 24-26

m MARDI GRAS WEEKEND MARCH 10-12

J SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL JUNE 30-JULY 2

J JAZZ & BLUES WEEKEND JULY 28-30

E— TASTE OF ELLICOTTVILLE AUGUST 12-13

> ROCK N’ ROLL WEEKEND SEPTEMBER 15-17

h ELLICOTTVILLE SEPTEMBER 22-24
LACROSSE FESTIVAL

P FALLFESTIVAL OCTOBER 7-8

o CHRISTMAS NOVEMBER 24-26

IN ELLICOTTVILLE

o CHRISTMAS STROLL DECEMBER 9

—
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EVL LAUNDRY SERVICE: New ser-
vice available in the Village. Done for you
laundry, just drop off at Ava Grace Fash-
ions, 23 Jefferson Street and we will do
your laundry! ellicottvillelaundry.com.

FURNITURE REPAIR: Cosmetic and
structural repairs for wood, upholstery and
mechanisms. On-site or in-shop. Pumpkin
Hollow Furniture. 716-604-6426. Find us
on FB for before and after pictures.

ROVER MAKEOVERS: Professional
pet grooming. Owned and operated locally
by mother and daughter, Teresa Mercer
and Calla Wagner. Call 716-364-2302 for
an appointment. 16 Elizabeth St., Ellicot-
tville. Pet accessories also available for
sale. “YOUR DOG IS OUR DOG.”

DAN KANDEFER PLUMBING &
HEATING: Quality products and profes-
sional installation. Remodeling, radiant
heat flooring, all service work, boiler ser-
vice and furnace repairs. Residential and
commercial, 60 years of experience! Serv-
ing Ellicottville and the surrounding areas.
Call 716-583-2034 or 716-945-5848.

MARTENS CLEANING SERVICE:
Professional carpet cleaning, deep cleans,
construction clean-up, grout and tile clean-
ing, residential and business cleaning. For
a quote or to book your cleaning, call
Christina Martens, 585-435-7158.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF
NO TRESPASSING

With regard to the 255 acres of property
owned by The Estate of Calvin F. Mercer:

« Tax Map #56.001-2-2.1
6152 Sugartown Road,
Ellicottville, NY 14731

« Tax Map #56.001-2-2.1
6260 Whitmer Road,
Ellicottville, NY 14731

This is Private Property owned by an
Estate and there is NO TRESPASSING

No Hunting, Fishing, Trapping, Operating
of Motorized Vehicles, or Hiking. Trespass-
ing for any purpose is strictly prohibited.
Violators will be prosecuted.

Estate of Calvin Mercer
November 5, 2022

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY

Demo Day at Holiday Valley Set For Saturday, December 17

Try before you buy! Holiday Valley will
host their annual Demo Day event this
Saturday, December 17 at the base of the
Main Lodge from 9:00am-3:00pm. Free
demos from many ski and snowboard
reps, featuring Ellicottville’s awesome
specialty ski and snowboard shops.
(Credit card required for deposit and
parent signature if under 18.)

Demo Day is brought to you by Ellicot-
tville’s fantastic local shops: Mud Sweat
‘n Gears, The City Garage and The
Boardroom, where you’ll get the best

service from the most knowledgeable technicians! Ski and snowboard brands in-
clude Volkl, Nordica, Rossignol, Blizzard, Burton, Salomon Snowboarding, Lib
Tech, GNU, Jones, Salomon skis, Armada, Head, K2, Dynastar, Head and Elan. The
City Garage will also offer Telemark ski demos (bring your own tele-boots), and
The Boardroom will have Burton Step On bindings to try. See you on the snow!

OFFICE ADVERTISING SALES ASSOCIATES

Article/Photo Contributions

Contributions are always welcome.

Brenda Perks
Direct: 716-244-7573

9 W. Washington St.
Ellicottville, NY 14731

ellicottvilleNOW

716-699-9816 brenda@el,zlIicotEtvillenow.com Submit your articles and photos or
van Evans i isher:
. story ideas to our publisher:
PUBLISHER / EDITOR, Direct: 716-474-6812 - :
o — LOCALLY OWNED AND PUBLISHED ———— _ LEAD DESIGNER evane716@aol.com brenda@ellicottvillenow.com
Ellicottville’s newspaper, published every other Thursday in print and online Brenda Perks,
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Share your photos with us

and see them in our InstaNOW Photo Gallery!
Upload your photos using #evinow / tag us.
It’'s THAT easy!

H H Tagged i ted ission f by ellicottvilleNOW f
Follow us on Instagram @ellicottvillenow promotional purposes of any kind in print - oniine - and on social media platforms.

Qmudsweatgears: Join us at the annual Demo Day Qsagetheadventuredog: When your dad takes the
at Holiday Valley #shoplocal #ellicottville #evinow best photos of you, you strike a pose #evinow

Qholidayvalley: It’s full speed ahead out there as our Snowmaking
Team works to get more terrain open #thankasnowmaker #evinow

Qbperksey: #daytrip Qescape.to.ellicottville: #evinow Qavagracefashions: #evinow
#reststop #evinow #iloveny @holidayvalley @visitellicottville #elfontheshelf @visitellicottville

Qwillygoat_adventures: My calendars at @biodomeproject are almost Qellicottvillebrewinglocal:
gone! But you can always get one from my online store. Link in bio. Winter releases @ellicottvillenow

Qholimont_parks: Something Qhilltophaven_evl: #girlsnight Qgoodforthespiritgifts: #healing Qdash_913: All the snow in this picture is courtesy of the Holiday
new to jib #holimont #evinow #bachelorette #evinow #airbnb #heartchakra #growth #evinow Valley Snowmaking Team @holidayvalley @ellicottvillenow
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AN
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Simple. Straightforward. Insurance.

A
WEED

ROSS

-
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Providing Specialized |nsurance At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality
insurance plans, a personal relationship, and the best
Coverage For prices available. As we continue to build upon decades

of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation
homes, seasonal homes, rental properties, lake houses,

Ski Homes Airbnbs Rentals Businesses helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Call (716) 699-2388 or Visit Us At WeedRoOss.com

HoliMont opens December 17th! T eam P ri t C h ard
Selling the Ellicottville Lifestyle!
Cathleen Pritchard & Melanie Pritchard

Associate Real Estate Brokers

. e . ERA Team VP Real Estate & HoliMont Realty

V |

isit us at the HoliMont Desk! I info@teampritchard.com
We are agents and members!

12 Washington St., Ellicottville, NY 14731
Cathy: (716) 983-4234 WWW.TG a,mPritchard. COIY1 Melanie: (716) 480-8409

and more. Our dedicated team of local insurance agents

Wooded and peaceful!

4110 Irish Hollow $390,000
Secluded Paradise! Get away from it
all at this well-built log home!
3bdrm 2 bath sq ft. 1,428

Price Drop Alert!

0 Cross Road $160,000 37.040 acres

5878 Humphrey Road $169,000 Your own slice of heaven in the country! 37 acres of

Looking for a one floor plan home w/
charm? Convenient, country location!
2 brdm 2 bath sqft 1,128

land that's been owned by one family for many years is
now ready for your dreams to come true.




